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Patti See

See is an award-winning author whose work has appeared in Brevity, Salon Magazine, The Wisconsin Academy Review, The Southwest Review, HipMama, 

Inside HigherEd and many other magazines, journals and anthologies. She wrote the blog “Our Long Goodbye: One Family’s Experiences with Alzheimer’s” 

which has been read in more than 100 countries, and she is a frequent contributor to “Wisconsin Life” on Wisconsin Public Radio. She lives in Lake Hallie 

with her husband, writer Bruce Taylor. Her essay collection, “Here on Lake Hallie: In Praise of Barflies, Fix-it Guys, and Other Folks in Our Hometown,” is forth-

coming in 2022 from the Wisconsin Historical Society Press.

A vegetarian walks into a bar for the meat raffle 
and air conditioning. I know it sounds like the start 
of bad joke, but I recently visited Heartbreakers Bar 
& Grill to try to win packages of frozen meat on a 
97-degree June day.

My husband calls this stretch of Highway 
OO near our house the “Lake Hallie Strip.” 

A little less bling than the one in Vegas but 
entertaining in its own way. Driving north 
you’ll find Heartbreakers, Hallie Bar, 
Slim’s Lake Hallie Tavern and Thirsty 
Badger. Currently two of them advertise 
weekly meat raffles.

I’ve been a vegetarian on and off 
since high school. For the last 15 years 
I’ve eaten mostly a plant-based diet 
with some seafood, dairy and eggs. I 
still enjoy cooking fall-off-the-bone 
pork roast, slow-cooked barbeque 

ribs, or rare steaks and burgers even if I won’t eat 
them. I’m also an ex-smoker who will light your 
cigarette.

The tradition of meat raffles
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Meat raffle winners Bob and Connie Schroedel display 
their prize at Heartbreakers Bar & Grill.

See SEE, Page 2A

By Courteney Jacob
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Ben Chadwick’s steer wasn’t 
originally slated to be among 
the animals auctioned off at the 
Stoughton Fair earlier this month. 
A tragedy changed the plans.

Chadwick had been exhibiting 
at the fair in the days leading up to 
Friday, July 2, when he was fatally 
injured in a car crash. The Mar-
shall teen’s steer quickly became 
a rallying point for the community 
and a way to show their support for 
Chadwick’s grieving family.

Fair President Chris Quam said 
the fair got permission to sell the 
steer at the July 3 auction after 
news of the accident spread and 
thoughts turned to helping the 
family. Word of the sale of Chad-
wick’s steer made its way through 
fair community, which Quam 
described as a “tight-knit group.” 
So tight, in fact, that the fair made 
a grief counselor available to those 
who needed it.

As Chadwick’s sister led the 
steer and his brother held a photo 
in the sales ring, there were “zero 

dry eyes in the house,” Quam said. 
The arena was packed.

Quam, who is also a friend of the 
Chadwick family, introduced the 
steer and sale.

The steer first sold for $14 
per pound, several times over 
market rate, to Mid-State Equip-
ment, where Chadwick’s father is 

employed, Quam said. But within 
seconds of winning the bid, Mid-
State Equipment offered the steer 
back for another round of bidding. 
The second winning bid by family 
friend Elizabeth Rake brought 
another $10 per pound.

And the remarkable twice-sold 
steer is still only part of the story 
of community support.

A group of local farmers also 
collected and presented $23,000 
to be given to the family. Some 
exhibitors requested that a per-
centage of the sale price they got 
for their animals be donated to the 
Chadwicks as well. By the end of 
the day Saturday, July 3, the total 
raised for the Chadwick family 
topped $80,000, Quam said.

That total is expected to grow. 
The fair has continued to accept 
donations on behalf of the fam-
ily. Quam said those donations, 
particularly ones that were mailed, 
hadn’t been counted up as of early 
last week. All donations received 
by the fair are being turned over to 
the family.

On July 7, the Stoughton Fair 
announced on Facebook establish-
ment of a memorial fund, “Friends 

of Ben Chadwick,” at a local bank 
to serve as the primary location for 
any future donations. If interested 
in contributing to the fund, mail 
donations to Farmers & Merchants 
State Bank, c/o “Friends of Ben 
Chadwick,” PO Box 660, Marshall, 
WI 53559. Checks can be made 
payable to Friends of Ben Chad-
wick.

Pam Jahnke of the Mid-West 
Farm Report also announced they 
were teaming up with Gemplers, 
a Mount Horeb company special-
izing in gear for those working 
outdoors, to donate $5 from each 
sale of the two companies’ ongo-
ing “Wisconsin Needs Farmers” 
T-shirt campaign to the Chadwick 
family. The online store listing for 
the T-shirt is at gemplers.com/pag-
es/wifarm.

Chadwick’s funeral was held on 
Thursday, July 8, with visitation 
on July 7 and 8. The funeral and 
visitation were held at Marshall 
High School in anticipation of 
attendance reflective of the impact 
Chadwick had and the strength of 
local community.

Contact: courteney.jacob@ecpc.
com.

Stoughton Fair community rallies to  
support family after exhibitor dies in crash
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After Ben Chadwick was fatally in-
jured in a car accident, the Stoughton 
Fair community came together to 
support the Chadwick family, raising 
more than $80,000 within 48 hours.
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Alternative energy options abound for 
those interested in supplying more of 
their own energy.

But for Wisconsin farmers, it’s likely 
going to be solar energy that makes the 
most sense, according to Adam Wehling, 
dean of agriculture, energy, construction 
and transportation at Chippewa Valley 
Technical College.

Wind and geothermal are options in 
the Midwest, but “we’re really digging 
deeper into solar, and that is pretty 
much the primary (option) for a lot of 
dairy farms, commercial businesses, 
recreational home owners,” Wehling 
said during a recent Professional Dairy 
Producers webinar.

“When it comes to solar, there is tre-
mendous opportunity out here,” Wehling 
said. “We’re kind of in this solar era.”

As solar panels have significantly 
dropped in cost in recent years, arrays 
have been going up on operations across 
the Midwest, Wehling said.

“You know the price point is good 
when it’s really hitting big stream in the 
ag sector,” Wehling said. Wehling said he 
has his own solar 9.1 kilowatt solar array 
on the barn of his family’s hobby farm.

Solar energy a 
viable option for 
Wisconsin farmers
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A wall of clouds appears over an expanse of famland near Glenmore.

Summer skies

See SOLAR, Page 2A

TRACTOR
CENTRAL®

Offer valid on eligible equipment purchased byAugust 3, 2021. Some restrictions apply,
see dealer for details. 1Warranty based on years or hours used, whichever comes first.

TractorCentral.com

3025E Tractor & Loader: $19,979Save o
ver

$5,00
0!

• 25 hp 3-Cylinder engine • 2-Stage Hydro Transmission
• 4-Wheel Drive & Power Steering • Factory installed loader & bucket
• 6-Year/2000 hour Powertrain Warranty1

Compatible with iMatch™ Quick Hitch and more than 20
easy to swap implements, to tackle every job on your list!


