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< ‘Cheese geek’ expanding coffee 
shop, cheese business. Page 1D.
• Workshops aimed at increasing 
farm profitability. Page 8A.
• ‘Numbers don’t lie’ when grazing 
dairy heifers. Page 7C.
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By Heidi Clausen
Editor | heidi.clausen@ecpc.com

MENOMONIE — Old 
Man Winter has been 
late to the party this year, 
forcing many Wisconsin 
snowmobile enthusi-
asts to go to the snow 
in far-northern parts of 
the state, Minnesota and 
Michigan.

Due to the lack of ade-
quate snow, or even bare 
ground in many spots, 
snowmobile trails remain 
closed this month in many 
Wisconsin counties.

While it’s unusual to 
not have enough snow for 
snowmobiling in Wis-
consin in January, Marge 
Hotter, a long-time, vocal 
advocate for snowmobil-
ing both in Dunn County 
and at the state level, said 
it’s not unheard of.

But when nature does 
cooperate, says Hotter few 
things in life are better 
than hitting that fresh 
powder when the trees are 
covered in an icy, delicate 
coating of hoarfrost.

“You see beauty like 
you can’t imagine,” she 
said. “I think there’s as 
much beauty out there in 
the outdoors in the winter 

as in the summer.”
Snowmobiling has been 

a big part of Hotter’s life, 
especially for the past 
20-plus years. Last spring, 

she was honored by the 
Dunn County Snowmo-
bile Association and the 
Association of Wisconsin 
Snowmobile Clubs for her 
volunteerism in the sport 
both at the local and state 
levels.

Hotter served many 
years as the Dunn County 
coordinator and as a direc-
tor on the state board of 
the AWSC, which serves 
as the legislative voice for 
the state’s snowmobilers 
and snowmobile clubs.

The AWSC is celebrat-
ing its 50th anniversary 
this year. President Dave 
Newman said snowmobil-
ers owe a debt of gratitude 
to those who had the 
vision in 1969 to form an 
organization to represent 
snowmobiling at the state 
Capitol in Madison.

“Somebody’s gotta do 
it,” said Hotter, who grew 
up near Elk Mound and 
lives along Tainter Lake 
north of Menomonie.

Indeed, volunteerism is 
at the heart of the sport 
of snowmobiling, from 
those who keep the trails 
groomed and post signs 
in the fall to those who 
cultivate relationships 
with cooperating land-
owners.

“No one could snow-
mobile without volun-
teers and landowners and 
clubs,” said Sue Booth 
of Boyceville. “Any time 
there was a problem with 
the trails, Marge would 
be the one to call ... day 
or night, good or bad. It’s 
quite a commitment.”

By Benjamin Wideman
Regional Editor | ben.wideman@ecpc.com

REEDSVILLE — Jerry 
and Judy Reis’ rural up-
bringings planted the seed 
for a lifetime of helping 
others.

Jerry, 76, and Judy, 73, 
were raised on their respec-
tive families’ dairy farms in 
eastern Wisconsin, where 
they milked black-and-
white Holsteins, learned 
the value of hard work and 
didn’t hesitate to assist 
people in need.

That community-minded 
spirit has benefited count-
less people over the years 
at the Reis’ charitable orga-
nization, Patrick’s Patches, 
which recently celebrated 
its 25th anniversary.

Housed in the lower level 
of Holy Family School in 
the Manitowoc County vil-
lage of Reedsville, Patrick’s 
Patches collects donated 
clothing, linens, books, fur-

niture, toys, appliances and 
other household goods and 
prepares them for anyone 
in need. Items are free, with 
donations accepted when 
possible.

Doors are open one 
day per week year-round, 
with volunteers typically 
welcoming more than 50 

By Benjamin Wideman
Regional Editor | ben.wideman@ecpc.com

KIEL — More than 
47,000 people killed 
themselves in the U.S. in 
2017, including 915 in 
Wisconsin.

It’s generally agreed 
upon that farmers are at 
higher risk for suicide 
due to their self-reliant 
nature, limited access to 
mental health services, 
reluctance to seek help, 
a “farm comes first” 
mentality, access to 
lethal means, and lack 
of control over weather, 
prices and regulations, 
among other things.

Suicide prevention 
was a key topic 
during the recent 
“Supporting Farmers 
During Challenging 
Times” meeting held in 
Manitowoc County and 
organized by regional 
UW-Extension leaders.

Among the featured 
speakers was Tammi 
Kohlman, coordinator 

of CSI 
Destination 
Zero, who 
presented 
“Coping 
with the 
Pressures 
of Farm 
Life.”

The 
Destination 
Zero initiative aims to 
eliminate suicides in 
Fond du Lac County by 
promoting collaboration 
across sectors to ensure 
policies and procedures 
are in place across the 
county that lead to better 
care for those at risk.

“Farming in good times 
is stressful. There are a 
lot of stressors that are 
part of normal farming 
situations,” Kohlman 
said.

“And then when you 
add to that the additional 
stresses that are caused 
by some of the financial 
crises ... it’s setting up a 

By Jenessa Freidhof
Regional Editor | jenessa.freidhof@ecpc.com

Wisconsin author Lisl 
Detlefsen received the 
American Farm Bureau 
Foundation for Agricul-
ture’s “Book of the Year” 
award at AFBF’s annual 
convention last week in 
New Orleans. Her winning 
book, “Right This Very 
Minute,” is the first book 
published with the Founda-
tion’s Feeding Minds Press.

“(‘Right this Very Min-
ute’) shows a wide variety 
of children and families 
enjoying their daily meals 

and snacks 
before giv-
ing readers 
a snapshot 
of the work 
being done 
on farms 
to make 
these meals 

possible,” Detlefsen said. 
“Illustrator Renee Kurilla 
did an outstanding job on 
the stunning art. I love how 
she represented a wide 
variety of different families 
and farmers throughout the 
book.”

Detlefsen said that, 
after writing her first book, 

“Time for Cranberries,” she 
knew she wanted to write 
another agricultural-themed 
book.

“I was thinking about all 
the many steps involved to 
get food from the farm to 
the table. I wanted to ex-
plore the idea that while my 
family was eating a meal, 
at that very same time, all 
around the country, farmers 
were working hard to grow 
the food that would later 
become a part of it,” she 
said.

Detlefsen said she is 

Happy trails
Volunteers keep Wisconsin snowmobilers moving, even when snow in short supply
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Marge Hotter recently was honored for her 25 years of 
volunteerism related to snowmobiling in Dunn County 
and the state of Wisconsin. While she has retired her sled, 
Hotter continues to be a vocal advocate for the sport.

The Association of Wisconsin Snowmobile Clubs will 

celebrate its 50th anniversary as part of the annual 

convention March 22-24 in Green Bay. For more infor-

mation about the AWSC, call 800-232-4108, visit www.

awsc.org or find them on Facebook.

Farm upbringing fuels 
desire to help others
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Jerry and Judy Reis are pictured at their charitable organi-
zation, Patrick’s Patches, in the Manitowoc County village 
of Reedsville.
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