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» Transit service grows 
with UW-EC classes
Blog: City Council adds its 
oversight for changes. Page 3A

» NCAA story about 
more than basketball
Eugene Lyons: Virginia 
hoops team’s title delivers 
redemption. Page 7A
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EC board to 
consider virtual 
charter school 
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GRAND 
FINALE

MYHERS BROTHERS’ DIFFERENT 
STYLES HELP BRING OSSEO-FAIRCHILD 

TO STATE TOURNAMENT 

•  Former Rice Lake track star Bednarek making waves on national level
• Ellenson in unfamiliar territory with latest stop of NBA career

• Five questions with Ms. Hockey, Eau Claire Area’s Charlotte Akervik
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By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

Kevin Larson has run 
Boston Marathon before but 
this year will be far more 
special for him. Not only is 
he running with his wife, 
Betsy Larson, he also will 
be running 
cancer-free 
today.

Less than 
one year 
after being 
diagnosed 
with testic-
ular cancer, 
Larson 
qualified for 
the Boston Marathon.

Larson, 40, of Altoona, said 
he was training for a fall mar-
athon in the summer of 2017 
when he began feeling some 
discomfort in his groin and 
experienced some urinary 
issues.

“I just didn’t feel right,” he 
said. “I had a very dull side 
pain.”

One of his testicles felt 
firm and was slightly larger.

“But there was no pain 
associated with running,” he 
said.

Kevin told Betsy about his 
discomfort, and she insist-
ed he go and get checked 
out. He saw a doctor in late 
August.

“He had an ultrasound 

done, just to make sure we 
weren’t missing anything,” 
Kevin Larson said. “They 
called back, the same day. 
The urologist said it was 
cancer.”

The news struck them 
both hard.

“Betsy broke down,” he 
said. “I was 
in shock. 
(The doctor) 
said, ‘Let’s 
get it done 
tomorrow. 
We want to 
get this out 
of you.”

Betsy Lar-
son agreed 

it was a shocking diagnosis; 
Kevin was just 38 at the time.

“You hear ‘cancer,’ and 
you immediately think the 
worst,” she said.

It was a nerve-racking 
night.

“I didn’t think so much 
about me but my family,” he 
said. “I had no doubt I was 
going to get through it.”

Kevin had surgery less 
than 24 hours after his first 
appointment. The surgeons 
made an incision into his 
abdomen, as they remove 
potentially cancerous tissues 
from inside the body as well 
as the testicle. The surgery 
lasted about 45 minutes.

By Shamane Mills
Wisconsin Public Radio

MILWAUKEE (AP) — Veterans organiza-
tions such as Dry Hootch have long sought 
better care in the community for their col-
leagues seeking behavioral and substance 
abuse treatment.

Now a community-based nonprofit, Men-
tal Health America of Wisconsin, will start 
the nation’s first peer-run respite home 
specifically for veterans using a startup 
grant of $307,000 from the state Depart-
ment of Health Services.

“The trauma 
that veterans 
experience is 
unique,” said 
Brian Michel, 
director of pre-
vention services 
for Mental Health America of Wisconsin. 
“And also the demographics of the veteran 
status seem to transcend all other factors. 
They’re a Marine before they’re a certain 
race. Veteran status comes first because 
that personal identity has been broken 
down more than somebody who is a civil-
ian and has not been in the military.”

The organization is looking for a loca-
tion in the Milwaukee area that would be 
available to all veterans in the state free of 
charge, Wisconsin Public Radio reported.

Stays at the yet-to-be determined loca-
tion will be limited to one to five nights.

“Just enough to allow people to regroup, 
get connected with health services or get 
re-engaged with treatment if they lapsed or 
have not sought treatment,” Michel said.

While there will be no clinical services 
provided at the respite, the staff will get 
trained and be paid. The training will in-
clude elements of Intentional Peer Support, 
the Wisconsin and/or National Certified 
Peer Specialist training, and veteran-spe-
cific training for peers to provide PTSD 
recovery services, Michel said.

Taking on the challenge

Altoona runner 
overcomes 

cancer, ready 
to run Boston 

Marathon

Staff photo by Chris Vetter

Kevin and Betsy Larson of Altoona will be running the Boston Marathon today. Kevin, 40, qualified for 
the prestigious marathon less than a year after being diagnosed with testicular cancer. Betsy qualified in 
her first marathon in eight years; she hadn’t ran one since giving birth to their two children.See MARATHON  Page 2A

Peer-run veterans 
home planned

State facility 
would be 1st of 
its kind in U.S.

By David Eggert
Associated Press

LANSING, Mich. — After passing waves 
of tax cuts in recent years, some lawmakers 
in several Republican-dominated states have 
decided it’s time to make a big exception 
and are pushing for tax increas-
es to fix roads that are crum-
bling from years of neglect.

In the past month alone, 
the Republican governors of 
Ohio, Alabama and Arkansas 
have signed fuel tax hikes. 
Meanwhile, proposed increases 
are being considered by three 
legislatures that are fully or partly GOP-con-
trolled, including a whopping 45-cents-a-
gallon hike in Michigan.

The moves show a growing willingness in 
conservative places to take on the fear-
some politics of higher taxes, at least for 

infrastructure. Republicans who otherwise 
support lower taxes are acknowledging that 
cutting government spending elsewhere in 
the budget won’t cover the cost of repair-
ing the many miles of potholed roads and 
creaky bridges.

“It’s going to take $2.5 billion a year,” 
said Detroit Regional Cham-
ber CEO Sandy Baruah of 
Michigan’s road-building 
needs. “Anyone who thinks 
you can cut even half of that 
out of other elements of the 
state budget without having 
significant ramifications to 
real people, you’re smoking 

something that’s not legal.”
Democratic Gov. Gretchen Whitmer won 

election last year after running on the slo-
gan “Fix the Damn Roads.” 

Road fixes sought in GOP-led states

Tax boosts 
called for after 
cuts brought 

years of neglect

Associated Press

Then-Michigan Democratic gubernatorial candidate Gretchen Whitmer fills a pothole 
during a campaign event Aug. 6 in Southfield, Mich. Whitmer was elected after running on 
the slogan “Fix the Damn Roads.”

See VETERANS  Page 2ASee ROADS  Page 2A

Elder Law Team

Attorney
Aric Burch

Attorney
Jessica Merkel

Wednesday, May 1, 2019
Holiday Inn 94 South
4751 Owen Ayres Court
Eau Claire, WI

Offered at 9:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Register by calling 715.834.3425

Questions that will be addressed:
• Can I protect my house from a nursing home lien?
• Who is eligible for Medicaid/Medical Assistance?
• Is it too late to start planning?
• Will a trust protect my assets?
• Can I get help to pay for assisted living?

LearnwhyWisconsin’s medical assistance lawswill not affect your ability to protect assets


