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» Local veterans  
remember Sorenson
Former county service officer 
“always ready to help.” Page 3A

» Pablo Center  
staff keeping busy
Building closed, but shows 
booked or rescheduled.  
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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Sarah Seifert

Leader-Telegram staff

Wisconsin’s K-12 schools 
remain closed indefinitely, and 
could stay shuttered until or 
past April 24 — when Gov. Tony 
Evers’ “safer at home” order 
extends to — and Chippewa 
Valley school districts plan to 
keep distributing meals during 
that time.

Schools will also work with 
students to help them graduate 
and advance grades at the end 
of the spring semester, despite 
the closures, local superinten-
dents told the Leader-Telegram 
Wednesday.

Two weeks ago, Evers or-
dered schools to close by 5 p.m. 
March 18. Last week he said the 
closures would last indefinitely, 
as long as the state was under 
a public health emergency dec-
laration, or until another order 
re-opened schools.

Local superintendents said 

they’d follow Evers’ orders on 

reinstating in-person classes: 

“We will definitely follow what-

ever the governor’s directive 

is, and that could change from 
time to time,” said Eau Claire 
schools Superintendent Mary 
Ann Hardebeck.

Districts eye long-term plans
Schools to remain 
closed indefinitely; 
meal distribution 

to continue

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Sam Davey Elementary School custodians Heather Vitek, left, and 
Jeremy Fitzl disinfect desks at the school on Wednesday. All the 
district’s schools are being cleaned before students return; statewide 
K-12 school closures are expected to last at least until April 24, per 
Gov. Tony Evers’ “safer at home” order that went into effect Wednes-
day, but will last as long as the state’s public emergency declaration. 
View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Andrew Taylor  
and Lisa Mascaro

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
Senate leaders raced to 
unravel last-minute snags 
Wednesday and win pas-
sage of an unparalleled $2 
trillion economic rescue 
package steering aid to 
businesses, workers and 
health care systems en-
gulfed by the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The measure is the largest 
economic relief bill in U.S. 
history, and both parties’ 
leaders were desperate for 
quick passage as the virus 
took lives and jobs by the 
hour. The Senate stayed in 
session in anticipation of 
still passing the bill after 
days of delays.

Insistently optimistic, 
President Donald Trump 
said of the greatest pub-
lic-health emergency in 
anyone’s lifetime, “I don’t 
think its going to end up 
being such a rough patch” 
and anticipated the econ-
omy soaring “like a rocket 
ship” when it’s over. Yet he 
implored Congress late in 
the day to move on critical 
aid without further delay.

Trump 
implores 
action on 

rescue 
package

By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

Orange barricades and police 
tape with the words “Danger — 
Do not enter” barred entrance 
to the main playground at Car-
son Park.

Streets and sidewalks in Eau 
Claire’s rejuvenated downtown 
were nearly empty.

Oakwood Mall’s parking lot 
was deserted.

Welcome to Day One of life 
under the stay-at-home imposed 
by Gov. Tony Evers to slow the 
spread of the new coronavirus. 
The order, which took effect 
at 8 a.m. Wednesday and runs 
through April 24, severely lim-
ited traffic and largely ground 
commerce to a halt in the Chip-
pewa Valley.

That was exactly the intent, as 
state government and health of-
ficials seek to curtail the spread 
of the COVID-19 pandemic so 
hospitals don’t get overrun with 
patients. As of Wednesday after-
noon, Wisconsin had 585 people 
test positive for the virus, in-
cluding six deaths, according to 
the state Department of Health 
Services.

“It appears that we’re getting 
substantial compliance at this 
point,” Sheriff Ron Cramer said 
late Wednesday morning.

Essential questions
Still, officials from Chippe-

wa Valley law enforcement 
agencies and the Eau Claire 
City-County Health Department 
indicated they were getting 
flooded with questions from 
residents and businesses regard-
ing what Evers called the “safer 
at home” order.

The order calls for closing 
nonessential businesses, ban-
ning gatherings of any size for 
people not in the same house-
hold and imposing monthlong 
travel restrictions. It mandates 
that Wisconsin residents stay 
at home, with exceptions for 
essential work, activities and 
travel.

“We’re getting bombarded 
with questions about what 
are essential and nonessential 
businesses,” Chippewa County 
Sheriff James Kowalczyk said.

The Chippewa County Sheriff’s 
Office also fielded a number of 
complaints from residents ques-
tioning whether some operating 

businesses should be considered 
essential, Kowalczyk said.

Both Cramer and Kowalczyk 
said people should not call 911 
with such inquiries.

Seeing the difference
At local retail centers, the 

distinction was apparent, with 
parking lots empty outside of 
clothing stores but still teeming 
with cars at supermarkets and 
Menards.

Among the businesses al-
lowed to remain open under the 
order are health care facilities; 
grocery stores; bars and restau-
rants offering delivery and 
carryout food only; child care 
facilities; post offices; airports; 
pharmacies; gas stations; banks 
and other financial institutions; 
laundries and dry cleaners; 
hardware stores; churches 
and places of worship; funeral 
homes; and media outlets.

Regarding enforcement, 
Health Department director 
Lieske Giese said officials hope 
to begin with education to help 
people understand the order but 
reserve the right to resort to the 
legal system if necessary. People 
who violate the order could face 

up to 30 days in jail or a fine of 
up to $250 or both.

“We expect that as of 8 this 
morning the order is being 
followed,” Giese said Wednes-
day afternoon at the daily media 
briefing.

Opening infraction
The Eau Claire County 

Sheriff’s Office did respond to a 
violation reminiscent of Prohi-
bition on Tuesday night after 
an anonymous report around 
6:30 p.m. of a bar being open for 
an “invitation only” gathering in 
which alcohol was being served. 
Such activities have been banned 
temporarily since March 17.

According to the incident 
report, deputies responded to 
Double Days Sports Bar and 
Grill, 3020 London Road, where 
they found the owner, Kevin 
Patterson, 49, of Eau Claire, be-
hind the bar serving patrons and 
allowing them to smoke. The six 
customers were removed and 
the bar was shut down, with the 
report forwarded to the Health 
Department and town of Wash-
ington for possible enforcement 
and liquor license consideration.

New world order
Traffic slows as area residents adjust to stay-at-home restrictions

Staff photo by Eric Lindquist

The parking lot in front of Oakwood Mall was empty early Wednesday afternoon as normal commerce has largely ground to a halt under 
the stay-at-home order imposed by Gov. Tony Evers to slow the spread of the new coronavirus.

Student 
meals during 
closures

Altoona school district: Free 

meals provided for any student 

18 and under with various pick-

up times. For more hours, up-

dates and information visit www.

altoona.k12.wi.us/coronavirus.

Chippewa Falls school 

district: Meals distributed to 

any child 18 and under. More 

information and details at cfsd.

chipfalls.k12.wi.us/district/covid-

19-info.cfm.

Eau Claire school district: 

District provides free breakfast 

and lunch meals to any stu-

dent 18 or under, on formerly 

scheduled school days; no meals 

offered March 23 — 27 (spring 

break). More information about 

the closure at tinyurl.com/t74x-

chp; more information about 

distance learning at www.ecasd.

us/District/At-Home-Learning.

Menomonie: Free meals 

available for students beginning 

March 23. Hours, meal forms 

and updates available at the 

district’s website, or at tinyurl.

com/yx5gg996.
See SCHOOLS  Page 2A
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