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Convicted of stealing from taxpayers, 
two former longtime Eau Claire County 
employees are running out of time to pay 
more than $680,000 in restitution to avoid 
serving an additional five years each in 
prison.

Larry Lokken, the county’s elected 
treasurer for 38 years, and Kay Onarheim, 
who worked in the treasurer’s office for 
34 years, have 16 months to pay $681,847 
in full — $625,758 stolen from taxpayers 
between 2011 and 2013 plus additional 
charges of $56,809 for a forensic audit, 
insurance deductible and miscellaneous 
costs.

Lokken and Onarheim were charged 

criminally for the thefts occurring during 
that two-year period. However, further 
investigation by the Eau Claire Police De-
partment indicated an additional $762,579 
of funds were stolen between 2001 and 
2010, according to county officials.

To date, Lokken and Onarheim have 
paid almost $70,000 in court-ordered 
restitution, according to the state Depart-
ment of Corrections.

Of that, $37,357.53 has been paid to Eau 
Claire County, with Onarheim paying 
$20,660.18 and Lokken, the remaining 
$16,697.35.

An additional $32,494.62 has been paid 
to the Massachusetts Bay Insurance Co., 
with Onarheim paying $31,745.72 and Lok-
ken, $748.90.

In late 2016, Eau Claire County agreed 

to a $1 million settlement with its insur-
ance company. Beginning Jan. 1, 2017, any 
restitution paid by Lokken and Onarheim 
was to go to the insurance company.

The fact that Onarheim, 67, has paid 
three-fourths of the $69,852.18 in resti-
tution paid so far doesn’t surprise either 
Colleen Bates or Stella Pagonis, who both 
serve on the Eau Claire County Board.

“This is an individual who couldn’t see 
his own wrongdoing, who somehow felt 
he didn’t have to be accountable for his 
actions,” said Bates, the board’s first vice 
chair, of Lokken, 71.

Pagonis, who serves as chair of the 
board’s Finance and Budget Committee, 
agreed.
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Former Eau Claire County Treasurer Larry Lokken and his top assistant, Kay Onarheim, are serving 9½ years and eight years in prison, 
respectively, for their actions in an elaborate plot that led to the embezzlement of an estimated $1.39 million from the treasurer’s office 
over 13 years. If they don’t pay restitution totaling about half that amount by July 2020, their sentences will be extended by five years.
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MADISON (AP) — A 
drop in teen pregnancies has 
contributed to the lowest 
number of babies being born 
in Wisconsin in more than 40 
years, according to a universi-
ty researcher.

Data from the state Depart-
ment of Health Services show 
there were less than 65,000 
babies born in 2017, the lowest 
number in the state since 
1973, Wisconsin Public Radio 
reported.

One major factor in the 
decrease in births is that 
fewer teens are having babies. 
Teen births have dropped 
60 percent over a decade, 
David Egan-Robertson, of the 
UW-Madison Applied Popula-
tion Laboratory.

“And in 2017, for the first 
time, teen births fell below 
4 percent of total births,” he 
said. “So that’s quite a signifi-
cant change.

“The decline in births that 
has been happening over the 
last 10 years has really been 
showing up in public school 
populations,” Egan-Robertson 
said. “So as we go forward we 
have to take that into account. 
One of the big implications, 
particularly in more rural dis-
tricts, is the number of births 
are down. In fact, in some 
counties they’re down as 
much as 30 percent from 2007. 
That’s really having an impact 
on local school decisions.”

The figures also show that 
low birth weight in babies is 
increasing. Premature birth 
is the leading cause of infant 
death, said Marilyn Noll, 
director of maternal-child 
health at March of Dimes in 
Wisconsin.

By TODD RICHMOND

Associated Press

MADISON — Democratic 
Gov. Tony Evers’ state budget 
doesn’t propose any new strat-
egies to fight chronic wasting 
disease despite years of de-
mands from his own party for 
more action.

The budget checks off a 
long list of other Democratic 
priorities, including legalizing 
marijuana. But it doesn’t devote 
any additional funding or call 
for any new approaches for re-
searching or slowing CWD. In 
fact, the budget doesn’t mention 
the disease even once.

“That makes me a little bit 
sad,” said Jeff Schinkten, pres-
ident of Whitetails Unlimited, 
a national deer conservation 
group based in Sturgeon Bay. 
“We’re disappointed there’s 

no money in there. I don’t like 
closing a blind eye to it. We’re 
just ignoring it. It’s frustrating.”

CWD affects deer’s brains, 
causing them to grow thin, act 
abnormally and eventually die. 
It was discovered in Wisconsin 

in 2001 near Mount Horeb.
The state Department of Nat-

ural Resources reacted by calling 
on hunters to kill as many deer 
in the area as possible to slow 
the disease’s spread. Hunters 
and landowners refused to buy 

in, saying there’s no need to kill 
so many deer. The DNR took so 
much criticism that the agency 
ultimately dropped the plan.

Wary of angering deer hunters 
and losing their votes, former 
Republican Gov. Scott Walker 
took a largely hands-off approach 
after he took office in 2011. The 
disease has since spread across 
the state. According to the DNR, 
26 counties had at least one 
infected deer in the wild.

Democrats urged Walker to 
do more throughout his ten-
ure. Walker did in early 2018 as 
he headed into the campaign 
season against Evers, adopting 
Democrats’ plan to force deer 
farms to upgrade fencing and 
ban hunters from moving deer 
carcasses out of CWD-affected 
counties, defined by the DNR 
as counties with an infection 
or counties within 10 miles 
of a county with an infection. 
According to the DNR, 56 of 
Wisconsin’s 72 counties qualify 
as affected. 

Making restitution
Lokken, Onarheim have paid almost $70,000

Evers’ budget lacks new moves on CWD
Democrats had long 

demanded more 
action on disease
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Jim Kretschmer, center, admires an eight-point buck shot by Jeff 
Bauer, left, during the gun deer hunt season opener on public land 
Nov. 19, 2016, in Fall Creek. Wisconsin Democratic Gov. Tony Evers’ 
state budget doesn’t propose any new strategies to fight chronic 
wasting disease.
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