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» Coyote contest 
prompts debate
Opponents say practice not 
needed, backers say it’s not 
harmful. Page 8A

» Store drops  
poaching case
Fleet Farm agrees to dismiss 
filing against former workers. 
Page 3A
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Olson’s announces 
location of new 
eau Claire site
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By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — 
Chippewa County clerk of 
court Karen Hepfler has re-
jected a grievance claim by 
former employee Nate Liedl, 
who was fired 
Jan. 10.

Liedl, 37, 
worked in 
the clerk of 
courts office 
for nearly 
six years. He 
ran against 
Hepfler for 
the clerk 
of courts position in the 
November election. He 
submitted a grievance 
letter to the county a week 
his firing, contending he 
was dismissed because he 
ran against his boss in the 
election.

Hepfler sent a letter to 
Liedl this week, denying the 
claim. She doesn’t address 
Liedl’s allegation of why he 
was dismissed.

“I have reviewed the 
grievance,” Hepfler wrote in 
the one-page letter. “Pursu-
ant to the grievance policy, 
the grievance is hereby 
denied.”

Liedl said he is still con-
sidering filing a wrongful 
termination lawsuit against 
the county. He said he will 
be contacting human re-
sources director Toni Hohls-
felder to request a hearing 
to appeal the termination.

The county’s attorney, Jim 
Sherman, said Thursday that 
the county cannot comment 
on any ongoing grievance 
issues. 
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By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — Gordy’s 
Market Inc. wants a $46.2 
million lawsuit filed by food dis-
tributor Nash Finch dismissed, 
and if it is not, the grocery chain 
seeks a jury trial.

“Gordy’s Market Inc. demands 
judgment dismissing plaintiff 
Nash Finch Company’s com-
plaint against Gordy’s Market 
Inc., for its costs and disburse-
ments according to law, and for 
any such further relief the court 
may deem just and equitable,” 
the company said in a 10-page 
court document responding to 
the lawsuit.

In the written response filed 
Thursday, Gordy’s contends that 
Nash Finch has “failed to state 
claims upon which relief can be 
granted,” and they have “failed 
to mitigate its damages.”

In the Nash Finch lawsuit, 
the food distributor claims that 
Gordy’s owes $43.2 million 
in a rebateable incentive, a $1 
million note, and $1.9 million in 
accounts receivable. In Gordy’s 
response letter, it states “GMI 
lacks knowledge or information 
sufficient to form a belief as to 
the truth of the allegations ... 
and therefore neither admits 
nor denies them.”

In the Nash Finch lawsuit, 
the food distributor claims that 
Gordy’s is on the verge of insol-
vency. Gordy’s did not address 

that issue in its response.
Gordy’s is represented by 

Milwaukee-based attorney 
Timothy Hansen. Milwaukee 
attorney Michael Polsky, who 
was appointed as receiver, has 
not “provided any direction” 
to Hansen on how to proceed 
forward, the response states.

“GMI files this responsive 
pleading to avoid the risk of de-
fault judgment entered against 
GMI if it fails to respond within 
the deadline prescribed by stat-
ute,” the response reads.

Polsky has set a deadline of 
April 24 for any creditors of 
Gordy’s to enter claims with the 
court if they seek to participate 
in any dividends.

William Jacobs, Nash Finch 
vice president of treasury and 
corporate development, submit-
ted an affidavit along with the 
lawsuit, writing that Gordy’s is 
in default under the terms of the 

“customer supply agreement” 
from November 2017.

“GMI is unable to pay plaintiff 
timely since late August 2018,” 
Jacobs wrote. “GMI’s delinquent 
balance with plaintiff has grown 
considerably in the last few 
weeks.”

A review of Gordy’s finances 
indicates the company “has no 
excess cash to get caught up on its 
delinquent balance,” Jacobs wrote.

The lawsuit states that 
Gordy’s promised to pay the 
principal sum of $1 million, to-
gether with interest on the prin-
cipal balance. As collateral, GMI 
included “equipment, fixtures, 
inventory, investment property” 
and included liquor, wine and 
beer licenses, the lawsuit states. 
Gordy’s assumed leases of six 
stores from Nash Finch, with 
collateral assigned to each of 
the six locations.

Gordy’s wants lawsuit dismissed

By Dan Holtz  
and Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

The worst is behind us.
For cold temperatures, that 

was the good news delivered 
Thursday by meteorologist Joe Cal-
derone of the National Weather Ser-
vice office in Chanhassen, Minn.

“We’re coming out of it now,” he 
said.

But area children may not agree 
that the worst is behind them. At least 
some school districts are looking at 
a makeup day or two because of the 
four days that were called off this week 
due to Monday’s snow and the frigid 
temperatures on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday.

The Eau Claire school district, how-
ever, is not one of them.

The state Department of Public 
Instruction requires a set number of 
hours of instruction over the course 
of the school year, said Kim Koller, the 
Eau Claire school district’s executive 
director of administration.

BIG CHILL 
NEARLY OVER
Some area schools will need makeup days

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Larry Griffin braved the sub-zero temperatures as he volunteered to jump start vehicles at Bolton Refuge House in Eau Claire on 
Thursday. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Steven Shipman, who is homeless, bundled up as he walked in downtown Eau Claire 
on Thursday. Shipman said he slept with four layers of clothes and two sleeping bags 
in a downtown garage Wednesday night in temperatures that dropped to minus 30 
degrees. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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