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» Another snow event
City of Eau Claire has declared 

another snow event that will 

last through Saturday. Page 4A

» Meeting rescheduled
Hearing regarding Bloomer  

Police Chief Jared  

Zwiefelhofer’s hunting  

citations moved. Page 5A
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Ec school board 
candidates speak 
at public forum
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KARLSTAD’S JOURNEY TO END OF RAINBOW 
PAYING DIVIDENDS FOR RAMBLERS

MORE INSIDE
• FOOTBALL: Keldric Stokes’ journey takes him  

from  UW-Stout quarterback to Thorp varsity coach

• GIRLS HOCKEY: Sophomore Sidney Polzin emerges  

as Chippewa Falls/Menomonie’s top goal scorer

By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON — Democratic 
Gov. Tony Evers will sign a 
Republican bill removing the 
term “mental retardation” 
from five state agencies’ 
administrative codes even 
though he’s already issued an 
executive order that does just 
that, his spokeswoman said 
Wednesday.

Evers issued the order late 
Tuesday afternoon, stunning 
GOP legislators who have 
been pushing their bill toward 
floor votes in both the Senate 
and Assembly. The measure’s 
authors, Senate Majority 
Leader Scott Fitzgerald and 
state Rep. John Jagler, who has 
a daughter with Down syn-
drome, accused the governor 
of copying them and vowed to 
keep working on the legisla-
tion.

Evers spokeswoman Melis-
sa Baldauff said the governor 
would “happily” sign the bill 
if it reaches his desk. She said 
Evers believes protecting 
Wisconsin residents’ dignity 
is more important than who 
gets to claim credit.

The bill would immediately 
replace the phrase “mental 
retardation” and derivatives 
with “intellectual disabili-
ty” in administrative code 
governing the state Public 
Service Commission as well 
as the departments of Health 
Services, Children and Fam-
ilies, Safety and Professional 
Services and Workforce 
Development. The measure 
closely mirrors legislation 
former Republican Gov. Scott 
Walker signed in 2012 remov-
ing “mental retardation” from 
state law.”

Evers’ order, on the oth-
er hand, requires all state 
agencies to remove “mental 
retardation” and its deriva-
tives from their codes and to 
replace the term with “intel-
lectual disability.” 

Evers 
will sign 
offensive 
language 
legislation
GOP bill removes 

term “mental 
retardation” from 
five state agencies’ 

administrative 
codes

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

F
eed My People Food Bank is moving 
forward with its planned $3 million 
expansion this year, which will double 

the size of its Eau Claire facility.

The organization leaders will 
gather today at Charter Bank to 
receive a check that will help 
pay for the expansion.

Emily Moore, Feed My 
People Food Bank’s executive 
director, said they moved 
into their present building 10 
years ago. Within a couple 
years, they realized the space 
just wasn’t going to be big 
enough for their future needs. 
They started planning for 
growth, and began putting 
away reserve dollars to pay 
for the project.

“We believed the building 
would be sufficient to handle 
triple the amount of food we 
were handling,” Moore said.

In 2009, they were distribut-
ing about 2 million pounds of 
food to food pantries and shel-
ters they serve in a 14-county 
area. In 2019, that is now about 
7 million pounds of food 
shared to those organizations. 
A FMPFB pamphlet states they 
have seen a 113 percent growth 
in the number of people served 
from 2009 to 2017.

Feed My People Food Bank moving 
forward with $3M expansion project

Staff photos by Dan Reiland

Volunteer Chuck Stokes filled an order at Feed My People Food Bank in Eau Claire on Wednesday. 
The organization is moving forward with its plans on a $3 million expansion of its facility. View more 
photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

Volunteer Pete Ritter of Eau Claire 
wrapped an order at Feed My Peo-
ple Wednesday in Eau Claire.

By David Wahlberg

The Wisconsin State Journal

MADISON — Funding 
increases for hospitals, dental 
care, women’s health, long-term 
care, mental health services and 
other health programs in Dem-
ocratic Gov. Tony Evers’ budget 
depend on expanding Medicaid 
to cover more low-income peo-
ple, leaders of the state Depart-
ment of Health Services said.

There’s no back-up plan if the 
Republican-controlled Legis-

lature turns down Medicaid 
expansion, as GOP leaders have 
vowed to do, Andrea Palm, 
secretary-designee of the health 
department, told reporters.

The budget is “anchored in 
Medicaid expansion,” said Palm, 
who is traveling around the 
state to discuss the proposal 
released late last month. “Part 
of how we get to ‘yes’ with the 
Legislature is to have a Wis-
consin community ... who see 
themselves in the budget and 
feel invested in getting it to the 
governor’s desk.”

Evers called for covering 
about 82,000 more adults who 
earn up to 133 percent of the 
federal poverty level through 
Medicaid. Under the Afford-
able Care Act, the federal 

government will pay at least 90 
percent of the cost instead of its 
regular 60 percent share.

The higher federal payment 
would save the state $324 mil-
lion over two years, which could 
be invested in other programs 
to draw down more federal 
dollars, for a total $1.6 billion 
investment in a variety of health 
services, Palm said.

Assembly Speaker Robin Vos, 
R-Rochester, and Senate Major-
ity Scott Fitzgerald, R-Juneau, 
oppose Medicaid expansion and 
have talked about writing their 
own biennial budget. The federal 
money for Medicaid expansion 
could fall through, and private 
health care costs could go up if 
providers increase prices to off-
set low Medicaid rates, they say.

Wisconsin is one of 14 states 
that haven’t adopted Medicaid 
expansion. Among them, it’s the 
only one with no gap in cov-
erage for residents below the 
poverty level, as the other states 
don’t cover adults up to the 
poverty line.

State Sen. Dale Kooyenga, 
R-Brookfield, said Tuesday he is 
open to considering Medicaid 
expansion.

“I’m personally flexible,” 
Kooyenga said at a Wisconsin 
Health News forum.

However, he said Wisconsin 
could lose federal money now 
going to tax credits for low-in-
come people who buy commer-
cial insurance on the Affordable 
Care Act marketplace.

health agency leaders: Medicaid expansion critical to budget
Evers calls for 
covering about 
82,000 more 

adults

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — 
Four contractors have sub-
mitted bids for the $65 mil-
lion referendum project that 
Chippewa Falls area voters 
approved last 
year.

The bid-
ding process 
allowed 
contractors 
to submit a 
bid for one 
or more of 
the projects, 
as well as a 
comprehensive bid for the 
entire project, a district 
press release states.

Howard Immell Con-
struction and RJ Jurowski 
Construction both submit-
ted bids to build the new 
Stillson Elementary School, 
estimated at about $22 mil-
lion. Market & Johnson and 
Miron Construction each 
submitted bids for the entire 
project, but also bids for 
three separate projects. The 
bids were opened Tuesday.

District 
gets bids 
for $65M 
project

Four contractors 
bid on project, 
which includes 

rebuilding Stillson 
Elementary
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