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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Ryan J. Foley 
Associated Press

IOWA CITY, Iowa — 
A surge in coronavirus 
cases across the country, 
including in key presiden-
tial battleground states, is 
creating mounting health 
and logistical concerns for 
voters, poll workers and 
political parties ahead of 
Election Day.

In Iowa, where both 
presidential campaigns 
are competing feverishly, 
county officials said they 
were preparing for scores 
of confirmed or potential-
ly infected people to vote 
curbside. It’s an option 
typically used by disabled 
people that must be avail-
able outside every polling 
place.

Linn County Supervisor 
Stacey Walker, in Cedar 
Rapids, encouraged people 
to cast their ballot but said 
they should take safety pre-
cautions at polling places 
to protect themselves and 
their neighbors.

“We can’t afford to have 
Election Day serve as a su-
perspreading event across 
the state and country,” he 
said.

At a news conference this 
past week, Iowa Secretary 
of State Paul Pate said 
his office had distributed 
145,000 gloves, 200,000 
masks and 11,000 social-dis-
tancing markers for use by 
voters and poll workers.

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — The 
deadline to request an 
absentee ballot in Wis-

consin has come and gone, 
but as Election Day nears, 
there are still plenty of ways 
to vote — or get your ballot 
in. Here’s what people who 
still haven’t cast their ballot 
need to know.

Election Day is tomorrow, 
Tuesday, Nov. 3.

When do the polls open 
on Tuesday? Polls are open 
in Wisconsin from 7 a.m. to 
8 p.m.

I’m not sure if I’m reg-
istered to vote. To check if 
your address and name are 
up to date and you’re regis-
tered to vote, visit myvote.
wi.gov/en-us/RegisterToVote 
and enter your name and 
address.

Do I still have time to reg-
ister to vote? Yes. Wisconsin 
voters can register to vote at 
the polls on Tuesday, although 
the deadlines to register by 
mail, online or at a municipal 
clerk’s office have passed. To 
register, voters must bring a 
proof of residence document 
— for example, a current, valid 
Wisconsin driver’s license or 
state ID card; a real estate tax 
bill or receipt for the current 
year or the previous year; a 
gas, electric or phone service 
utility bill for the period with-
in 90 days of Election Day; a 
bank statement; or a paycheck 
or paystub, among other 
options. The proof of resi-
dence document must include 
the voter’s name and current 
residential address. Docu-
ments can be presented as a 
hard copy, paper document 
or electronic document via a 
smartphone, tablet or comput-
er. For a full list of common 
proof of residence documents, 
visit myvote.wi.gov/en-us/

ProofofResidence.
Is it risky to vote in per-

son at my polling place? 
With precautions planned 
for polling sites — including 
sanitizing before and after 
voting, social distancing and 
masks — health experts say 
voting in person in Wiscon-
sin has not been a signifi-
cant source of COVID-19 
infections. Eau Claire health 
officials said this summer 
that the April 7 election 
didn’t cause an increase in 
COVID-19 cases, though 
turnout is expected to be 
higher since a presidential 
race is on the ballot. In an 
August report, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention agreed, noting that 
“no clear increase in cases, 
hospitalizations, or deaths” 
were recorded after Wis-
consin’s April election. (The 
CDC did note that major 
precautions were taken by 
poll workers and many vot-
ers, and turnout was lower 
compared to the April 2016 
election.)

Do I have to wear a mask 
when I vote in person? 
No, but masks are strongly 
recommended. The Wiscon-
sin Elections Commission 
“unanimously recommends 
all voters wear face coverings 
for voting on Election Day, 
but they are not required,” 
the commission said in a 
news release. Gov. Tony 
Evers’ mask mandate applies 
to poll workers and election 
observers, but not voters. 
Voters can’t be refused a bal-
lot for not wearing a mask.

What can I do at my 
polling place to reduce 
COVID-19 risk? Wear a 
mask and stay at least 6 feet 
apart from other voters, 
“especially those not wearing 
a mask,” the CDC said. Wash 
your hands or use an alco-
hol-based sanitizer often, the 
agency added.

Do I need to bring a 
photo ID if I’m voting in 
person? Yes. Most Wis-
consin voters are required 
to show a photo ID when 
voting in person or absentee. 

The most common forms of 
photo ID are a Wisconsin 
driver’s license, a Wisconsin 
Department of Transporta-
tion-issued ID card, a military 
ID card issued by the U.S. 
Uniformed Services and a 
U.S. passport book or card, 
according to the state. Other 
acceptable photo IDs include 
a driver’s license or ID card 
receipt from the Wisconsin 
DOT that’s 45 or fewer days 
old; a Veteran Affairs ID card; 
an ID card issued by a feder-
ally recognized Indian tribe 
in Wisconsin; and others. For 
a full list of photo ID exam-
ples, visit myvote.wi.gov/en-
us/PhotoIDRequired.
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Talia Major of Eau Claire inserted her ballot into a drop box outside of City Hall in October. 
View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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Local Candidates 
on the Ballot
• See a list of candidates 

on the ballot for con-
gressional and legislative 
offices in the Nov. 3 
elections in west-central 
Wisconsin. Page 2A

By Seth Borenstein 
AP Science Writer

What happens on 
Election Day will to some 
degree determine how 
much more hot and nasty 
the world’s climate will 
likely get, experts say.

The day after the presi-
dential election, the Unit-
ed States formally leaves 
the 2015 Paris agreement 
to fight climate change. A 
year ago, President Don-
ald Trump’s administra-
tion notified the United 
Nations that America 
is exiting the climate 
agreement. And because 
of technicalities in the 

international pact, Nov. 4 
is the earliest a country 
can withdraw.

The U.S., the world’s 
second biggest carbon 
polluter, will be the 
first country to quit the 
189-nation agreement, 
which has countries 
make voluntary, ev-
er-tighter goals to curb 
emissions of heat-trap-
ping gases. The only 
mandatory parts of the 
agreement cover tracking 
and reporting of car-
bon pollution, say U.S. 
officials who were part of 
the Paris negotiations.

Former Vice President 
Joe Biden has pledged to 
put the country imme-
diately back in the Paris 
agreement, which doesn’t 
require congressional 
approval. Experts say 
three months — from 
November to the January 
inauguration — with the 
U.S. out of the climate 
pact will not change the 

world, but four years will.
If America pulls back 

from Paris and stronger 
carbon cutting efforts, 
some nations are less 
likely to cut back too, so 
the withdrawal’s impact 
will be magnified, said 
scientists and climate 
negotiators.

Because the world is 
so close to feared climate 
tipping points and on 

a trajectory to pass a 
temperature limit goal, 
climate scientists said 
the U.S. pullout will have 
noticeable effects.

“Losing most of the 
world’s coral reefs is 
something that would be 
hard to avoid if the U.S. 
remains out of the Paris 
process,” said climate 
scientist Zeke Hausfa-
ther of the Breakthrough 

Institute in Oakland, Cal-
ifornia. “At the margins, 
we would see a world 
of more extreme heat 
waves.”

If the U.S. remains out 
of the climate pact, to-
day’s children are “going 
to see big changes that 
you and I don’t see for 
ice, coral and weather 
disasters,” said Stanford 
University’s Rob Jack-
son.

Because the two pres-
idential candidates have 
starkly different positions 
on climate change policy, 
the election could have 
profound repercussions 
for the world’s approach 
to the problem, accord-
ing to more than a dozen 
experts.

“That election could be 
a make or break point for 
international climate pol-
icy,’’ said Niklas Hohne, 
a climate scientist at 
Wageningen University 
in the Netherlands.

Effect of climate pact exit weighed
U.S. leaving 
Paris accord 
on the day 
after the 

presidential 
election

Associated Press

A mechanized shovel loads a haul truck with coal 
April 4, 2013, at the Spring Creek coal mine near 
Decker, Mont.

GEARING UP FOR ELECTION DAY 2020
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