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» COVID-19 affects 
Chippewa County courts
Several workers in system have 
been placed in quarantine. 
Page 3A

» Authorities: Chase  
hit speeds of 100 mph
Defendant accused of fleeing 
from Eau Claire to Fall Creek. 
Page 3A

Tomorrow
Fourth of  
July holiday 
roundup
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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

NETTING SOME FUN

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Hannah, left, and Levi Erickson of Eau Claire use their dollar store nets to catch minnows and tad-
poles in the shallow edges of the Eau Claire River near River Prairie Park Tuesday in Altoona. They 
were with their mom, Jillian Erickson. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Tamara Lush  
and John Seewer

Associated Press

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. 
— Florida and other states 
across the Sunbelt are 
thinning out the deck chairs, 
turning over the bar stools 
and rushing to line up more 
hospital beds as they head 
into the height of the sum-
mer season amid a startling 
surge in confirmed cases of 
the coronavirus.

With newly reported 
infections running about 
40,000 a day in the U.S., Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, the nation’s 
top infectious-disease 
expert, warned on Tuesday 
that the number could rock-
et to 100,000 if Americans 
don’t start following public 
health recommendations.

Over the past few days, 
states such as Florida, 
Arizona, Texas and Califor-
nia have reversed course, 
closing or otherwise clamp-
ing down on bars, shut-
ting beaches, rolling back 
restaurant capacity, putting 
limits on crowds at pools, or 
taking other steps to curb a 
scourge that may be thriving 
because of such factors as 
air conditioning and resis-
tance to wearing masks.

states 
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line up 
hospital 

beds
Fauci: Newly 

reported 
infections could 
hit 100K a day

By David Crary  
and Elana Schor

Associated Press

The Supreme Court elated 
religious freedom advocates and 
alarmed secular groups with its 
Tuesday ruling on public fund-
ing for religious education, a 
decision whose long-term effect 
on the separation of church and 
state remains to be seen.

In Espinoza v. Montana De-
partment of Revenue, the high 
court ruled 5-4 that states must 
give religious schools the same 
access to public funding that 
other private schools receive, 
preserving a Montana scholar-
ship program that had largely 
benefited students at religious 
institutions.

Ruling cheers 
backers of 
religious 
schools

By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

A local diner and ice 
cream shop is getting 
the cold shoulder from 

dozens of Chippewa Valley resi-
dents after posting a sign urging 
people to ignore COVID-19 ad-
vice from public health officials.

Roadside Ice Cream & Diner has 
prompted a stir on social media by dis-
playing a sign inside the establishment 
at 1160 Menomonie St. encouraging peo-
ple not to wear masks, practice social 
distancing or take other steps widely 
encouraged by local, state and national 
officials to limit the spread of the new 
coronavirus.

The sign, headlined “Roadside Chat-
ter,” indicates the advice is composed 
of excerpts from Dr. Sherri Tenpenny, 
a well-known anti-vaccination activist 
and author of the book “Saying No To 
Vaccines,” and Dr. Russell Blaylock, 
a retired neurosurgeon who alleges 
that wearing face masks is harmful to 
healthy individuals.

It also advises people to “understand 
that an asymptomatic carrier is a nor-
mal, healthy person” and not to “buy 
into the fear that one might ‘catch some-
thing’ from a normal, healthy person.” 

Posting of the sign, in the midst 
of local, state and national spikes in 
COVID-19 cases, has spawned hun-
dreds of comments, both pro and con, 
on the restaurant’s Facebook page and 
led a number of area residents to share 
photos of the sign on social media along 
with pledges to stop supporting Road-
side. The former Dairy Queen outlet 

separated from American Dairy Queen 
Corp. in 2018 and changed its name to 
Roadside.

In response to a Leader-Telegram 
inquiry, the Robertson family that owns 
Roadside issued a statement Tuesday 
indicating that the intent of the post 
that drew public interest was “to simply 
share the information” from the two 
medical professionals. The statement 
said “Roadside Chatter” doesn’t censor 
information.

Regarding social media concern about 
the sign recommending that people 
stop wearing masks, the statement said: 
“According to Dr. Russell Blaylock, ‘a 
number of studies linked prolonged 
mask use to headaches and lowered 
blood oxygen levels which can weaken 
immune systems.’”

The statement responded to Facebook 
comments about the sign asking people 
to “refuse mandatory vaccinations” by 
saying: “According to Dr. Sherry Ten-
penny she claims, ‘vaccines do not pre-
vent infections but do cause disease.’ “

“Again, Roadside only offered the post 
for public review,” the statement con-
tinued. “Additionally, Roadside and its 
predecessor have maintained decades 
of good relations with the Eau Claire 
County Health Department.”

Eau Claire City-County Health 
Department Director Lieske Giese 
said Tuesday that the department has 
received complaints recently about 
Roadside and is investigating.

“We will be working with them and 
providing education if they need it,” 
Giese said, noting that practicing social 
distancing by maintaining a space of 
at least six feet between people and 
wearing face coverings are among the 
best tools society has to control the 
pandemic.

“Good information is critical for all of 
us, both businesses and individuals,” she 
said. “My job is to make sure that there 
is good, solid, science-based information 
and data available for the community 
and that they’re using that to make 
decisions.”

Nearly 125,000 Americans have died 
and 2.6 million people in the United 
States have tested positive for COVID-19 
since the pandemic started in Decem-
ber, according to researchers at Johns 
Hopkins University.

Hundreds of people posted comments 
on Roadside’s Facebook page critical of 
the owners’ decision to display advice 
that runs contrary to the overwhelming 
consensus of public health officials, 
with some vowing to take their business 
elsewhere.

The commenters suggested the 
business endangered its employees and 
customers as well as the broader com-
munity by promoting such views.

Several Roadside supporters, however, 
argued that the business owners should 
be free to share any opinions they want 
and said the problem is mask advocates 
trying to force others to wear them. Some 
of those posts complained about “liberal 
sheep” in the community who believe 
anything the government tells them.

Giese said Health Department offi-
cials have worked with business groups 
to establish best practices to keep cus-
tomers and employees safe.

“This a community that overall has 
businesses that get the significance of 
this disease, manage it well and are mo-
tivated to do the right thing,” Giese said.

The department strongly recom-
mends that restaurant employees wear 
masks, but it is not required, she said.

Contact: 715-833-9209, eric.lindquist@
ecpc.com, @ealscoop on Twitter

Ice cream headache

Restaurant’s sign opposing COVID-19 safety 
measures sparks social media controversy

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Roadside Ice Cream & Diner in Eau Claire has created a social media stir by posting a sign in the business urging people not to 
wear masks or follow other practices public health officials are encouraging to limit the spread of COVID-19. View more photos 
at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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