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By New Richmond News

New Richmond Mayor 
Fred Horne opened Monday 
night’s City Council meet-
ing by announcing that the 
city is reviewing a request 
from Immigration Centers 
of America to rezone private 
property west of the St. 
Croix County Correctional 
Center to allow for the con-
struction of a new immigra-
tion detention facility.

ICA, according to the 
Wisconsin Radio Network, 
is a private contractor that 
houses detainees for U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, or ICE.

“The city of New Rich-
mond has received a request 
for a new zoning district 
from ICA, Immigration Cen-
ters of America, to rezone 
a parcel of land just west of 
the current CIP (Challenge 
Incarceration Program) to 
allow for institutional uses. 
The city is currently review-
ing that request,” Horne said.

“Public participation will 
be important in this process. 
A community meeting will 
be held later this month 
to allow public comment 
prior to the formal public 
hearing. Please follow social 
media, the New Richmond 
News and our city’s website 
(newrichmondwi.gov) for 
additional information.”

Created in 2003, ICE was 
formed through a merger of 
the investigative and interior 
enforcement elements of the 
former U.S. Customs Service 
and the Immigration and Nat-
uralization Service, according 
to the agency’s website.

ICE may 
build 

detention 
center  

in region

By Eric Tucker

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Julian 
Assange’s arrest on Thursday 
in the Ecuadorian Embassy in 
London opens the next chapter 
in the saga of the WikiLeaks 
founder: an expected extradition 
fight over a pending criminal 
prosecution in the United States.

It’s also likely to trigger a 
debate over press freedom and 
call attention to unresolved 
questions about Assange’s role 
in the release of stolen Demo-
cratic emails leading up to the 
2016 presidential election, part 
of special counsel Robert Muel-
ler’s recently concluded inves-

tigation into ties between the 
Trump campaign and Russia.

Some takeaways from his 
arrest:

Charges in the U.S.
Assange, for now at least, 

faces a single count of computer 
intrusion conspiracy.

He’s accused of conspiring 
in 2010 with Chelsea Manning, 
then a U.S. Army intelligence 
analyst who leaked troves of 
classified material to WikiLeaks, 
to crack a password that would 
give her higher-level access to 
classified computer networks.

Prosecutors say Assange 
and Manning tried to conceal 
Manning’s role as a source by 
deleting chat logs and remov-

ing usernames from sensitive 
records that were shared. They 
used a special folder to transmit 
classified and national defense 
information, the indictment says. 
Assange ultimately requested 
more information related to the 
password, telling Manning that 
while he had tried to crack it, he 
“had no luck so far.”

Press freedom 
implications

Assange and his supporters 
say he’s a journalist who de-
serves legal protections for pub-
lishing stolen material. But the 
indictment doesn’t really have 
to do with whether Assange is a 
journalist.

The allegations don’t relate 
to the publication of classified 
information but focus on his 
attempts to obtain the material 
in what prosecutors say was an 
illegal manner.

Takeaways from the case of 
WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange

London arrest opens next chapter in saga:  
an extradition fight over pending prosecution in U.S.

AP

Julian Assange arrives at West-
minster Magistrates’ Court in 
London on Thursday.

By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

Heavy snowfall across 
western Wisconsin 
that began Wednes-

day evening and continued 
into Thursday once again 
closed schools, led to canceled 
events and created struggles 
for street departments.

Eau Claire schools superintendent 
Mary Ann Hardebeck said Thursday 
marked the 11th snow day for the district 
this winter.

“It really has to do with the weather 
conditions and the driving conditions,” 
Hardebeck said of the decision to close. 
“The biggest thing is safety. The driving 
is just very difficult.”

Hardebeck called it an “unprecedent-
ed” winter with the numerous heavy 
snowfalls. She isn’t sure how the district 
will now make up yet another missed 
school day.

“We’ll get something to our families 
(today),” she said. “We need to look at 
plans and logistics. We appreciate the 
cooperation and support from our fami-
lies, and our staff has been great.”

Chippewa Falls schools superinten-
dent Heidi Taylor-Eliopoulos agreed 

that the district had to shut down again.
“I think everyone is in agreement that 

this recent snowstorm and resulting 
school cancellation was an unwelcome 
guest in our community,” Taylor-Eliop-
oulos said. “This winter has been highly 
unusual, but it has caused us to consider 
additional ways we can build in even 
more flexibility and options for next 
year.”

Westbound Interstate 94 between 

Osseo and Hixton was closed entirely 
for several hours Thursday morning, 
although the state Department of Trans-
portation warned drivers that the roads 
remained slippery and reminded people 
to slow down.

Removing snow from roads was a 
challenge, said Eau Claire County high-
way commissioner Jon Johnson.

Snow once again closes 
schools, creates road havoc

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

UW-Eau Claire senior Sydney Miller of Neillsville uses a shovel to clear the snow from her car Thursday in Eau Claire. View more 
photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

A robin eats a berry that dropped from a tree onto the snow Thursday in Eau Claire.
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