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By Martha Bellisle  

and Meghan Hoyer

Associated Press

SEATTLE — Just seven 
months into 2019, the U.S. 
has experienced almost as 
many mass killings as oc-
curred in all of 2018.

Back-to-back mass 
shootings in Texas and Ohio 
brought the total number 
of mass killings so far this 
year to 23, leaving 131 people 
dead. There were 25 mass 
killings in 2018, claiming 140 
lives, according to a data-
base compiled by The Asso-
ciated Press, Northeastern 
University and USA Today.

The database tracks every 
mass killing dating back 
to 2006, and the El Paso 
and Dayton massacres had 
traits that were similar to 
many earlier incidents. That 
includes shooting a family 
member while carrying out 
a mass killing, which hap-
pened in Dayton; the young 
age of the perpetrators; and 
the tendency of the shooters 
to commit suicide or get 
killed by police.

Here are some takeaways:

Overall numbers

The last three years have 
seen several fluctuations 
in mass killing numbers. In 
2017, 225 people died in 32 
mass killings, driven by the 
massacre in Las Vegas. 

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — 
Pure Water Days always 
brings in large crowds 
to Chippewa Falls, but 
even bigger numbers are 
expected this year for 
the city’s 150th “birthday 
bash.”

Between the 43rd annu-
al parade, live music and 
games for kids at Chip-
pewa Riverfront park, 
along with Chris Kroeze 
playing at the Northern 
Wisconsin State Fair-
grounds on Saturday, 
there are plenty of events 
going on this year.

Chippewa Falls Main 
Street executive director 
Teri Ouimette said she’s 
excited for this year’s 
events.

“We’ve got a ton of 

stuff going on, so it 
should be record-break-
ing (attendance), hope-
fully,” Ouimette said.

The city officially 
incorporated on March 
25, 1869, and the date is 
included on the city’s 
logo and letterhead, not-
ed Chippewa Falls city 
planner Brad Hentschel. 
The decision was made 
last year to mark the 
sesquicentennial as part 
of Pure Water Days, 
rather than on the exact 
date. Hentschel was the 
point person in city hall 
working on organizing 
the events.

“I’m super excited,” 
Hentschel said. “There 
have been a lot of hands 
involved to make this 
upcoming weekend flow 
and function well. We 
hope people who grew 

up here 
and moved 
away will 
come back 
for it.”

One of 
the big 
differences 
this year is 
live music 

at the fairgrounds, in 
addition to all the regular 
activities of Pure Water 
Days. Kroeze, the run-
ner-up on NBC’s “The 
Voice” in December, 
was signed to perform  
months ago, but it was 
not publicly announced 
until after he had played 
at Country Jam.

“That may be the 
worst-kept secret in 
Chippewa, but that 
(signing) was huge,” 
Hentschel said. “This 
will be his first adver-
tised show in Chippewa 
Falls.”

Jackie Boos, tourism 
director at the Chippewa 
Falls Area Chamber of 
Commerce, said orga-
nizers have extended 
their digital ads into the 
Duluth, Twin Cities and 

Chicago markets. There 
are many indications that 
crowds will be coming, 
she said.

“Our hotel partners are 
reporting 70% occupan-
cies,” Boos said. “We’re 
really excited about that.”

Boos agreed that this is 
a chance to show off the 
city.

“It’s been eight months 
in the making, and we’re 
here,” Boos said. “It’s a 
weekend that shows the 
great community we live 
in.”

The parade always 
heads south on North 
Bridge Street and typi-
cally has 60 to 65 floats. 
Ouimette said she tries to 
keep the parade to about 
one hour in length.

“The theme this year 
is ‘Historic Chippewa 
Falls’ to go with the 150th 
bash,” she said. “People 
are keeping (their floats) 
pretty secretive, so I’m 
excited to see it. People 
get excited about the 
themes, so they can plan 
for it and do something 
special.”

This year’s parade will 

include the 132nd U.S. 
Army Band.

“They’ve performed all 
over the world,” Ouim-
ette said.

None of the floats this 
year are politically-relat-
ed, she added.

Chippewa Falls’ 150th anniversary
‘Birthday 

Bash’ will be 
celebrated 

during Pure 
Water Days

HentschelOuimette Boos

If You Go
• What: Pure Water 

Days

• Where: Chippewa 

Falls

• Events: Parade at 

1 p.m. Saturday on 

N. Bridge Street. Live 

music and events at 

Chippewa Riverfront 

park and the North-

ern Wisconsin State 

Fairgrounds, includ-

ing Chris Kroeze at 

10:30 p.m. Saturday.

• Cost: The Kroeze 

show at the fair-

grounds is $20, 

general admission 

seating.

• For more informa-

tion: chippewafalls-

mainst.org

By Ryan Patterson

Leader-Telegram staff

The equipment responsible 
for the name of Banbury Place 
can now be viewed outside one 
of its buildings. 

A banbury and a mill roll 
were displayed Wednesday 
afternoon on Galloway Street. 
The roll and banbury serve as 
the first two of several artifacts 
— along with gears previously 
used by companies at Banbury 
Place — that will be placed 
outside the building over the 
next week-and-a-half. A ban-
bury is a piece of equipment 
used to mix rubber. The dis-
played banbury weighs 19 tons, 
while the mill roll registers at 
seven tons.

Patti Cigan, Banbury Place 
vice president, called the items 
tributes to everyone current-
ly working at Banbury Place 
and those who worked at the 
Uniroyal Goodrich Tire Co. 
factory from 1917-92.

“It’s wonderful to have a true 
banbury outside,” Cigan said.

A manager at American 
Phoenix, the largest of the 
many companies headquar-
tered at Banbury Place, ap-
proached Jack Kaiser, Banbury 
Place president, a few months 
ago with the idea of donating 
the banbury for display. Kaiser 
accepted and hopes it can 
help explain the origin of the 
area’s namesake. He also said 
an informational sign detailing 
the banbury and building will 
likely be put in place soon.

Kaiser and his late stepfather 
Bill Cigan became new owners 
of the 1.9 million-square-foot 
complex about a month after 
Uniroyal ceased operations in 
June 1992, putting more than 
1,000 employees out of work.

Kaiser wanted to have a 

memorable, lasting name 
for the area more than two 
decades ago. While walking 
through the area currently oc-
cupied by American Phoenix, 
he saw a sign for the banbury 
mixer lab and was intrigued by 
the interesting name.

“The lightbulb kind of went 
on,” Kaiser said. “...That was 
probably one of the toughest 
decisions we had, was to figure 
out what we’re going to call 
this place.”

The complex already has 
several gears displayed on Wis-
consin and Galloway Streets, 
and Cigan and Kaiser wanted 
to add to the selection. Cigan 
said the gears along Galloway 
Street have become somewhat 
of a mecca for pictures, par-
ticularly around graduations 

and weddings. Galloway Street 
also serves as a gateway for 
Eau Claire, and they wanted to 
showcase the city for people 
driving down that road. 

American Phoenix plant en-
gineer John Radle has worked 
for the company during the 
entirety of its time at Banbury 
Place. He worked at Uniroyal 
for 25 years until the plant 
closed, starting a job at Ameri-
can Phoenix shortly after.

“When you get right down to 
it, that’s really all I know how 
to do, is work,” Radle said.

Radle remembered the 
uncertainty and sadness felt 
by many people during the 
last day at Uniroyal, where he 
watched the final pair of tires 
being made.

Kaiser didn’t know how busi-

ness would go when it started 
27 years ago. Challenging years 
have existed, but it seems to 
be in a good position overall 
and has made its imprint on 
the community. More than 27 
years after the new ownership, 
Banbury Place has around 150 
different businesses, 35 apart-
ments and 300 indoor storage 
units.

“We struggled for several 
years, especially in the begin-
ning,” Kaiser said. “...(But now) 
there’s a generation that grew 
up with Banbury.”

With the installation of 
several items, including the 
equipment that gave the area 
its name, Banbury Place can 
serve as more of an entry bea-
con to the community.

BIg TrIBuTE
Equipment that 
gave Banbury 
Place its name 

on display

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Dan Hase and Jack Raven of Big Rig Towing and Transport in Eau Claire lower a 38,000-pound 
banbury mixer Wednesday to be displayed outside of Banbury Place along Galloway Street in Eau 
Claire. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

Shootings so 
far this year 
almost reach 
2018 levels
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See SHOOTINGS  Page 2A
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