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» New leader
A new chief takes the lead 
at Chippewa Falls Fire 
Department. Page 3A

» Downturn
Recycling industry  
continues to decline in  
wake of China’s ban. Page 1B

TOMORROW

French lawn 
game catches  
on in Eau Claire
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CHICAGO (AP) — Di-
abetics skipping regular 
checkups. Young asthmatics 
not getting preventive care. 
A surge in expensive emer-
gency room visits.

Doctors and public health 
experts warn of poor health 
outcomes and rising costs 
they say will come from 
sweeping Trump adminis-
tration changes that would 
deny green cards to many 
immigrants who use Medic-
aid, as well as food stamps 
and other forms of public 
assistance. Some advocates 
say they’re already seeing 
the fallout even before the 
complex 837-page rule takes 
effect in October.

President Donald Trump’s 
administration trumpeted 
its aggressive approach this 
past week as a way to keep 
only self-sufficient immi-
grants in the country, but 
health experts argue it could 
force potentially millions 
of low-income migrants to 
choose between needed 
services and their bid to stay 
legally in the U.S.

Doctors 
warn 
fallout 

from rule 
changes

By Sarah Seifert

Leader-Telegram staff

C
hippewa Valley residents 
have options to help kids 
heading back to school: 

they can help fill a backpack 
through the Eau Claire district’s 
Adopt-A-Backpack program or 
donate to a “greatest needs” fund 
for needy students.

But every year behind the scenes, local 
teachers buy school supplies for their stu-
dents, some individually fundraising for larger 
projects at their schools.

But for school supply purchases, the money 
usually comes out of teachers’ own pockets.

Teachers buying classroom supplies “is ex-
tremely commonplace, to the point where I’d 
be interested to hear of a teacher that doesn’t 
do that,” said Dani Claesges, coordinator of the 
Eau Claire school district’s homeless program.

Basic hygiene products are “a great need” 

for some Eau Claire kids and families, and 
many local teachers use their own money to 
buy classroom and school supplies for their 
students, said Sarah French, Eau Claire Public 
Schools Foundation executive director.

Educators can deduct up to $250 on their 
taxes for school supplies they purchase them-
selves, according to the IRS.

But that deduction may not cover some 
teachers’ expenses. A 2018 study from the Na-
tional Center for Education Statistics found 94 
percent of public school teachers spent their 
own money on classroom supplies without 
reimbursement. From those teachers, the aver-
age amount spent was $479.

“You can’t help but want to enhance your 
classroom, and part of that means making sure 
your students are all prepared,” Claesges said.

For some teachers, classroom supplies aren’t 
always books, crayons and pencil cases.

“I tend to purchase things to keep kids en-
gaged with reading,” said Aaron Athas, library 
media specialist at Roosevelt Elementary. 
“Bookmarks, maybe free ice cream tokens for 
summer readers.”

BuyIng FOR 
THEIR STuDEnTS

Local teachers spend money, fundraise for school supplies

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Dani Claesges, who coordinates the Eau Claire school district’s homeless program, homebound 
program and ECASD Closet program, posed with backpacks and supplies Thursday. The 
backpacks are filled through a partnership with the community called Adopt-A-Backpack, 
which helps low-income students get the same classroom supplies as their peers. View more 
photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

M
y son is a grade 
school teacher in 
the Fox Valley. He 

loves his job, seeing kids 
grow physically and academ-
ically before his eyes during 
a single school year. During 
his summer job as a grunt 
for a tree removal company, 
he thinks about the com-
ing school year and mostly 
about “his kids.”

He’s not a parent yet, but 
he still worries about his 
kids. He sees the financial 
struggles some students and 
their families face. Those 
struggles are on the minds 
of kids when they come to 
school each day. At this time 
of year, kids’ and parents’ 
thoughts turn to finding a 
way to fill their annual list of 
school supplies like pencils, 
notebooks and markers they 

are to bring to school at the 
start of the year.

So like so many 
other teachers in the 
state and country, my 
son pulls out his wal-
let and buys school 
supplies for the kids 
who can’t afford it. 
He also picks up 
non-academic items 
like toothbrushes and 
deodorant — we’re 
talking fourth-grad-
ers, whose bodies are chang-
ing — for his classroom.

I never thought much 
about it before my son 
became a teacher, but the 
Chippewa Valley’s needs are 
no different, as you can read 
in Leader-Telegram reporter 
Sarah Seifert’s story today. 
School district budgets 
everywhere are strained. 

Items like facial tissues and 
disinfecting wipes don’t 

make the cut when 
there are computers 
to buy and textbooks 
to replace. So it’s up 
to teachers to make 
up the difference.

That’s not right.
This community 

ponied up more than 
$15 million for the 
magnificent $60 mil-
lion Pablo Center at 

the Confluence performing 
arts center. I dropped more 
than $100 earlier this month 
so my wife and I could see 
Justin Hayward, songwriter, 
lead singer and guitarist for 
The Moody Blues. We en-
joyed the Jamf Theatre show 
very much. It was money 
well spent.

Now I’m going to take an-

other $100 and put it where 
my mouth is. I live in the 
Altoona school district and 
my children graduated from 
Altoona High School. I’m 
a taxpayer who no longer 
has children in the school 
system, but I’ve dropped 
a check in the mail to the 
Altoona school district to be 
used to buy school supplies 
for elementary students.

I’m doing it because it’s 
the right thing to do. If 
you’re already helping out, 
I thank you. If not, I hope 
you’ll consider supporting 
the school of your choice 
with a donation of any size. 
It can make a difference in a 
kid’s life.

Johnson, the Leader-Tele-
gram’s editor, can be reached 
at gary.johnson@ecpc.com or 
715-833-9211.

School kids deserve our support

How  
to give
• Want to donate money 

or items for Eau 

Claire school district 

students heading back 

to classes? Here are 

the easiest ways to 

contribute.

• Donate items: In 

person at the district 

office, 500 Main St., 

Eau Claire. School sup-

plies, hygiene items, 

basic needs supplies 

and children or teen 

clothing are accepted.

• Fill a backpack: 

Find backpacks at 

each school or at the 

district office, fill the 

backpack with prod-

ucts on the supply list 

inside each one and 

return it to the school 

or district office before 

the start of the school 

year, Tuesday, Sept. 3.

• Donate to fundraisers: 

Visit donorschoose.org 

and search by city or 

local zip code to find 

Altoona Middle School 

fitness equipment, 

Roosevelt Elementary 

iPads or other fund-

raisers.

• Online: Donate at 

the Eau Claire Public 

Schools Foundation 

at their website, 

www.ecpsfound.org/

make-donation/, after 

choosing which fund 

to contribute to. Do-

nors can contribute to 

an overall district fund 

or a fund for a specific 

school.

• Mail: Drop off dona-

tions to the ECPSF at 

the Board of Education 

Office, 500 Main St., 

Eau Claire, or down-

load an online form 

and mail it to P.O. Box 

511, Eau Claire, WI 

54701. Find the form at 

https://www.ecps-

found.org/lasting-giv-

ing/ways-give/.
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