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SPORTS • UW-Eau Claire, UW-Stout winter athletes return to practice with games looming/1B
YOUR REGION • Little

Sam’s
Club gets
small
refund

Deal with Eau
Claire returns 2%
of retailer’s 2019
property taxes
By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Bulk
goods retailer Sam’s Club
sought a deep discount in
the property tax bill for its
Eau Claire store, but settled
with the
city for a
Inside
2% refund.
»» City
On Tuesday, the City reviews
roadwork
Council
voted 10-0
projects
— Council- planned for
woman Mai
this year.
Xiong was
absent from »» PAGE 7A
the meeting — to approve an agreement that gives the Arkansas-based company $2,535
back out of the $132,322 it
paid in property taxes for
2019.

snow, warm weather disappoint winter sports enthusiasts/3A

Local mask ordinance endorsed
Action by Board of Health, county
Administration Committee requires
further approval, would only apply
if no state mandate
By Ryan Patterson
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Two local
entities on Tuesday passed an
ordinance that would require
face masks in public in Eau
Claire County if a state mask
mandate expires or is struck
down.
The Eau Claire City-County
Board of Health and the county Administration Committee
during a joint meeting both approved an ordinance that would
require people ages 5 and older
to wear face masks in public
buildings to prevent the spread
of COVID-19. The ordinance
also would require businesses
to post notices that masks are

required.
Exceptions to the ordinance
include when people are eating,
drinking, receiving dental work
or performing work that is unsafe with a face covering. Other
exemptions include people
with breathing problems, other
medical issues or disabilities.
The ordinance also includes the
ability of a local health officer
or law enforcement officer to
issue $200 citations for individuals who fail to comply with the
ordinance.
The Board of Health passed
the proposal by vote of 6-1, and
the Administration Committee
passed it by vote of 3-2.
The committee and board
received 39 written public com-

More Information
COVID-19 cases in Wisconsin, as of Tuesday.
(Number in parenthesis is the increase in the past day)
Barron........... 4,760 (+23); 58 deaths Pierce........... 3,219 (+101); 30 deaths
Buffalo................ 1,101 (+9); 7 deaths Rusk..................1,168 (+6); 14 deaths
Chippewa.....6,343 (+48); 70 deaths St. Croix......... 5,731 (+27); 32 deaths
Clark..............2,936 (+12); 54 deaths Trempealeau......................3,132 (+9);
31 deaths (+1)
Dunn.............. 3,734 (+18); 25 deaths
Eau Claire....................... 9,856 (+47);
88 deaths (+1)
Jackson............ 2,472 (+4); 18 deaths
Pepin................... 733 (+10); 6 deaths

ments opposed to the ordinance
and 34 written comments in favor of the ordinance. Five of the
people who wrote in opposition
spoke during the public comment portion as well.
During the joint meeting, Lieske Giese, Eau Claire
City-County Health Department
director, called masks a small
but “critically important” tool

State.......................... 511,136 (+2,790)
Deaths................................ 5,211 (+49)
Source: Wisconsin Department
of Health Services

to help stop the spread of the
coronavirus. She reiterated
that people who consistently
and correctly wear a face mask
that is fitted to their face and
covers their mouth and nose
will reduce the risk of spreading
potentially infected respiratory
droplets to other people, since a
mask catches the droplets.
See COUNTYPage 2A

SHELTER FROM THE COLD

See CITYPage 2A

» EC man arrested for

involvement in D.C. riot
He faces misdemeanor counts
in federal court. Page 3A

» Forecast offered

on 2021 air travel

Fares will stay low as pandemic continues its grip. Page 10B
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» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Zeke Carroll of Black River Falls ice fishes from the comfort of his heated portable shelter Tuesday on Lake Altoona. View more
photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

Evers seeks fix in unemployment system
State of State
speech includes
proposal to
expand broadband
MADISON (AP) — Gov. Tony
Evers, in his State of the State
speech Tuesday delivered virtually for the first time in state
history, called on the Legislature
to update Wisconsin’s antiquated unemployment payment
system and spend nearly $200
million to expand broadband
access, two problem areas the
coronavirus pandemic laid bare
last year.
Evers pre-recorded the speech
which was broadcast on his
YouTube and Facebook channels while lawmakers sitting at
their desks in the Senate and

Associated Press

Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers, shown in a Dec. 14 photo, on Tuesday
delivered the State of the State address virtually for the first time in
state history.
Assembly chambers watched.
Traditionally, the governor
would deliver the speech in the
Assembly in front of lawmakers
from both chambers, mem-

bers of the Supreme Court, the
governor’s Cabinet and other
guests. Concerns about spreading the coronavirus scuttled
such plans this year.

Evers announced he was
calling a special session for the
Legislature to fix the beleaguered unemployment system,
which was overwhelmed with
record numbers of people filing
claims when the pandemic hit.
It’s proven to be a huge political liability for Evers, who fired
the agency secretary in charge
and has sustained months
of Republican criticism over
how he handled the backlog
in claims that have left some
without unemployment checks
for months.
Now Evers, a Democrat, is
trying to shift responsibility
to the Republican-controlled
Legislature by forcing them into
a special session to take up his
plan to modernize the system to
speed the processing of claims.
See STATEPage 2A

