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SPORTS • Memorial

names former UWEC women’s leader Collins boys hockey coach/1B
YOUR REGION • Eau Claire Marathon will not be held in person on rescheduled date/3A

City
leaders
advise
mask
wearing

‘CHAIN SAWS
EVERYWHERE’
40-year anniversary of Eau Claire windstorm rekindles vivid memories

Potential for
future mandate
discussed
By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

Eau Claire city leaders are
advising people to wear face
masks during the coronavirus
pandemic but also are talking
about the potential that could
turn into a mandate.
The City Council voted
11-0 Tuesday afternoon
to pass a resolution that
encourages people to wear
masks in public to slow the
spread of COVID-19.
“Today this is not a mandate. This is strong encouragement,” Councilwoman
Catherine Emmanuelle
said Tuesday. “If a mandate
comes forward, I will be
there and my family will be
there to support it with our
very best.”
A large part of the discussion during Tuesday’s
council meeting centered on
the potential that Eau Claire
could eventually impose a
requirement for wearing
face masks, as Milwaukee
and Dane County have done
in recent days.
Council members noted
they’d received hundreds of
emails from constituents in
the past couple of days after
people learned a mask-encouraging resolution was
under consideration.
See MASKSPage 2A
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reveals 2021 lineup

Kane Brown, Dierks Bentley
and Thomas Rhett will be the
headliners. Page 3A
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hit new high

Wisconsin sets fourth
record in six days. Page 5A
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Residents begin sawing fallen trees after a devastating July 15, 1980, windstorm. Today is the 40th anniversary of the storm,
which is one of the Chippewa Valley’s best-known weather events.
By Sarah Seifert
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anell Isaacson-Whitehouse
of Eau Claire had
just broken her leg in a
waterskiing accident.
But crutches didn’t stop her
from having a busy summer.
She’d turned 16 about two
weeks before July 15, 1980,
when she and two friends
would narrowly escape injury
in one of the best-known
and most destructive storm
events in the Chippewa
Valley’s history, a windstorm
that would cause more than
$150 million in damage and
cut power to hundreds of
people for over a week.
Today is the 40th anniversary of that storm, conjuring
up vivid memories for weather agencies and Eau Claire
residents alike.
That night in 1980, Isaacson-Whitehouse and two
friends, including 16-yearold Cindy LaRock, caught a
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A car is crushed under one of hundreds of downed trees after a
July 1980 windstorm that struck Eau Claire.
7 p.m. showing of “The Blue
Lagoon,” a romantic survival drama starring Brooke
Shields, at the mall in Eau
Claire.
After the movie ended, the
sky was dark. With LaRock
at the wheel of a tiny Plymouth Horizon, the three girls
headed home, driving north
on Clairemont Avenue.
“We were driving by Sacred

Heart Hospital, and the sky
was crazy,” Isaacson-Whitehouse remembered. “We
started seeing lightning
strikes hit the ground.”
As the girls drove past
Menomonie Street, the wind
was starting to blow their
small car off the road, and LaRock turned onto a side road.
She slammed on the brakes as
a tree toppled in front of the

car — “about 3 feet in front
of us,” LaRock said. She had
just gotten her driver’s license
that summer.
“We were screaming,” Isaacson-Whitehouse said.
Realizing they weren’t going to make it to their homes
on the north side of Eau
Claire, the girls saw a house
with a light on and pulled
into the driveway.
“We plowed into these
people’s house, crying and
screaming; we probably
scared them to death,” LaRock remembered.
“I didn’t even take the
crutches,” Isaacson-Whitehouse said. “We just ran and
started pounding on the
door. The (couple) was kind
enough to let us in.”
Followed by a different
elderly couple looking for
shelter, the girls hid under the
couple’s pool table in their
basement. LaRock finally was
able to call her parents, but
before she could tell them she
was alright, the phone line
went dead.
See STORMPage 2A

Giving up on 2020, looking toward 2021
With rough year
half over, some pin
hopes on future

into existential questions: What
is my purpose? Where do I
belong?
That’s what Dikobe found
himself doing as he quarantined
By Sophia Rosenbaum
in his small New York apartment contemplating his future
Associated Press
— both personal and profesNEW YORK — This was
sional. Would he ever perform
supposed to be the year of the
on stage again, or would he
comeback for Boysie Dikobe, a
have to retire before an opSouth African dancer recovering
portunity arrived? The more
from his second hip replacement
he considered it, the more he
and gearing up to get back on
found himself thinking: “2020
stage when the coronavirus hit.
is not canceled, actually. It’s an
Dikobe, a 29-year-old dancer
awakening.”
who performs with a traveling
Leslie Dwight, a 23-year-old
drag ballet troupe that tours
writer, wondered the same thing
globally, says his first thought
in a poem she wrote that was
was: “2020 is canceled.”
endlessly shared on social media
Associated Press
It’s barely halfway over, and
about a week after the May 25
Artist Jimmy Baptiste works on a mural with an optimistic theme last death of George Floyd at the
Dikobe is part of a global choir
wishing for 2020 to end. No
week in Ottawa. Psychologists say people cling to hope in a difficult hands of Minneapolis police.
Olympics, no awards shows, no time such as 2020.
“2020 isn’t canceled, but rather,
weddings, no summer camp, no
the most important year of them
graduations. Nothing to look
year when everything, and may- we work, what we do for work,
all,” she wrote.
what it means to be a kid, what
forward to except a new Netflix be nothing, happens.
But why do we even say
family means, what is importshow or your newfound love of
The coronavirus pandemic
things like “2020 is canceled”
ant. There was a months-long
regrowing scallions or baking
has brought tectonic change to
and “New year, new me”?
bread.
almost every part of life — how moment where the world was
See 2020Page 2A
we live, where we live, where
Now it’s all about 2021 — the
on pause, causing many to dig

