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SPORTS • Memorial’s Crawford officially signs with Badgers, confirms spring participation/1B
YOUR REGION • Chippewa

state
could get
moderna
vaccine by
next week

MADISON (AP) — State
health officials say Wisconsin could receive 100,000
doses of the Moderna
coronavirus vaccine as early
as next week. That’s twice
what the state received in
its initial shipment from
Pfizer.
While front-line health
care workers started receiving doses of the Pfizer
vaccine this week, another
priority group is people in
long-term care facilities.
The state Department of
Health Services has activated a federal partnership
with pharmacy chains that
would distribute vaccines
to long-term care facilities.
Pharmacy chains CVS and
Walgreens will administer
vaccines to nursing home
residents and workers. State
officials hope this could be
done by the end of January,
Wisconsin Public Radio
reported.
Once pharmacy chains get
the vaccine from the federal
government, they will set up
inoculation timetables for
each facility in Wisconsin.
See MODERNA Page 2A
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County COVID cases, positivity rate plummet as vaccines near/3A

LEADING IN
INTERESTING TIMES

Staff file photo by Dan Reiland

Gov. Tony Evers, center, gets a tour of Chippewa Valley Technical College’s culinary program kitchen in January 2019 from CVTC
President Bruce Barker, right, and Lynette Livingston, dean of business and academic initiatives.

Outgoing CVTC president oversaw projects,
grew offerings, bolstered enrollment

struggled to fill jobs in some economic
sectors.
“The results speak for themselves,”
said
Scott Rogers, governmental affairs
By Andrew Dowd
trend of lower student numbers during
director at the Eau Claire Area Chameconomic
good
times.
Leader-Telegram staff
ber of Commerce. “They’ve been able
Marketing through social media,
to increase enrollment in respect to the
EAU CLAIRE — The U.S. was on the
updating its selection of programs and
needs of the business community.”
cusp of the Great Recession when Bruce other efforts helped the college grow
While Barker has been president, CVTC
Barker became president of Chippewa
its student body while peers saw their
also
embarked on numerous building projValley Technical College in 2008.
enrollments fall.
ects
designed to teach students the skills
Retraining workers who had lost their
“We did introduce a lot of new proneeded for jobs available now and in the
old jobs occupied the first few years that grams at that time. You always have to
future in west-central Wisconsin.
he’d led the local two-year college.
improve your menu,” Barker said.
Barker, 69, who has worked at CVTC
“During the recession we had waiting
During the past five years, CVTC led
for 21 years, announced Wednesday that
lists for most of our programs,” Barker
the state’s technical colleges in enrollrecalled. “We had all we could handle
ment growth while most of its peers saw he will be retiring on July 1.
“I came close to it a couple years ago,
for a few years.”
declining numbers.
but then we decided to have a referenEnrollment hit a high-water mark
CVTC’s defiance of the usual enrolldum,” he said.
in 2011, then declined for a few years
ment trends was appreciated by the
See CVTC Page 2A
local business community, which had
before the college bucked the normal

In good company
Ridgeland nurse goes
back to school for RN
license, in class with
her daughter
By Chris Vetter

TOMORROW
cV symphony
quartet concert
can be viewed
» To get the newspaper and eEdition:
LeaderTelegram.com/subscribe

STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Jeni Greenwell has
worked as a licensed practical nurse
for 18 years. Her family urged her for
years to go back to school to become a
registered nurse. After a health scare
in her family, Greenwell took the
plunge forward and enrolled in 2017 in
classes at Chippewa Valley Technical
College in Eau Claire.
Greenwell, 44, of rural Ridgeland,
earned her degree and graduated from
the program Tuesday.
“What was I so afraid of?” Greenwell said, reflecting on waiting to go
back to school. “I can do this. And my
family was so supportive. It was full,
family decision.”
Greenwell had a familiar face in
one of her classes, as her 23-year-old
daughter, Abbie, also enrolled in the
program to become a nurse. Abbie
Greenwell said it was a wonderful experience to take a microbiology class
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with her mom.
“Honestly, I was so proud,” Abbie
Greenwell said. “We’ve been telling
her for years to go back to school.
When I found out we’d be taking a
class together, I was so jazzed, I was
super-excited. I loved every minute of
it.”
Microbiology teacher Mary Bauer
said she has one or two non-traditional students like Jeni Greenwell
every semester out of 80 to 100 in her
classes.
“Having a mom and daughter in a
class is a little unusual,” Bauer said.
“And they had wonderful personalities. They were just so fun, and
involved in the class.”

Family first
Jeni Greenwell earned her LPN
degree in 2002 from CVTC and
worked at Mayo Clinic Health System
in Barron from 2002 through 2018,
then switched to Dove Healthcare in
Bloomer, where she has been since.
She and her husband, Craig, raised
three children in their home five miles
south of Ridgeland. Even though
Greenwell mulled going back to
school, she didn’t move forward with
it until a health scare.
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See GRADUATION Page 2A
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Jeni Gradwell, right, went back to school to get her registered nurse license, nearly 20 years after she became
an LPN. She graduated from CVTC on Tuesday. Her
daughter, Abbie, took a microbiology class with her.
Abbie still has a year left to become a registered nurse.

