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Mask
order
spurs
mixed
reactions

MESSAGE IN
THE MURAL
Eau Claire group completes Black Lives Matter
artwork at prominent downtown spot

By Sarah Seifert

Civil rights
icon eulogized
by 3 former
presidents

Leader-Telegram staff
and Associated Press

A Wisconsin-wide mask
mandate issued by Gov.
Tony Evers on Thursday
prompted support from
Eau Claire
health and
government
officials and
drew mixed
reactions
from local
legislators.
The stateGiese
wide order,
which comes
amid a spike in coronavirus cases, is reassuring to
health department and city
leaders, who said Thursday
that they welcomed a statewide mandate rather than
considering piecing together local mask policies.
A statewide policy, rather
than cities and counties
making individual decisions, “makes it less confusing for all of us as citizens
of this state,” said Lieske
Giese, director of the Eau
Claire City-County Health
Department.
“I see that use of cloth
face masks in public,
indoor settings is an
important strategy … by
definition I don’t believe a
local response for something like this is really the
best way to go, if we have
this issue across the state,
which we do,” Giese said
at a Thursday news conference.

By Jeff Martin
Associated Press

See MASKSPage 2A

» Pierce County OKs

health officer rule

Many commenters at meetings
opposed measure. Page 3A

» State DNR board

revises deer quotas

Tightening of kill limits last
month was criticized. Page 8A
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Lewis
mourned as
‘founding
father’
of better
America

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Artist Brittany Tainter posed in front of her completed Black Lives Matter mural on Thursday
in downtown Eau Claire. A group of Black, indigenous and people of color that formed following George Floyd’s death designed the mural. Owners of The Lismore Hotel volunteered a
large garage door facing East Grand Avenue as the canvas for the artwork.
By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

With the adept hand a of painter, Brittany
Tainter carefully adds the facial features
of Emmett Till to a mural on a prominent
downtown Eau Claire building.
Perched on scaffolding on the sidewalk
along East Grand Avenue, Tainter draws the
mouth, eyes and nose of the Black teenager
who was lynched in 1955 in Mississippi onto
the painted garage door at The Lismore
Hotel.
Till is one of the 18 faces in the mural,
which has “Black Lives Matter” in large letters alongside three raised fists with different skin colors.
People who died in violence or other circumstances linked to their race or minority
status are shown alongside their children or
parents.
“What we wanted to do was speak to the
fact that all of these people who lost their
lives have loved ones who are now without
them,” Tainter said.
Bold waves of color — pink, green, blue
and yellow — weave around the faces, but
the portraits themselves are drawn only in
black and white to symbolize lives taken
from the world.
The mural is the work of a local BIPOC
group — Black, indigenous and other people
of color — that formed in Eau Claire following the May 25 death of George Floyd in
Minneapolis.
“We’re just community members who
needed each other,” said Brooke Jeein Newmaster, a Korean-American who helped get
the group started.

On the Mural
The Black Lives Matter mural painted on a garage door at The Lismore Hotel shows faces of
nine Black people whose death has been tied
to their race or other minority status. Seven
of them are pictured alongside images of one
of their family members, which artist Brittany
Tainter included to emphasize how the loss of
life impacts multiple people.

• George Floyd (died May 25, Minneapolis)
and his daughter.

• Ahmaud Arbery (died Feb. 23, rural
Glynn County, Ga.) and his mom.

• Breonna Taylor (died March 13, Louisville, Ky.) and her mom.

• Dominique “Rem’mie” Fells (died June 8,
Philadelphia).

• Philando Castile (died 2016, St. Anthony,
Minn.) and his mom.

• Tamir Rice (died 2014, Cleveland) and his
mom.

• Eric Garner (died 2014, Staten Island,
N.Y.) and his daughter.

• Marsha P. Johnson (died 1992, New York).
• Emmett Till (died 1955, Mississippi) and
his mom.

Artistic vision
The loosely organized group met a few
times in outdoor settings, through online
gatherings and one-on-one conversations.
One of the activities Newmaster, herself an
artist, arranged was setting up canvases for
group members to paint on.
See MURALPage 5A

ATLANTA — Hailed as a
“founding father” of a fairer,
better United States, John
Lewis was eulogized Thursday by three former presidents and others who urged
Americans to continue the
work of the civil rights icon
in fighting
injustice during
a moment of
racial reckoning.
The longtime
member of
Congress even
issued his own Lewis
call to action
— in an essay written in his
final days that he asked be
published in The New York
Times on the day of his funeral. In it, he challenged the
next generation to lay “down
the heavy burdens of hate at
last.”
After nearly a week of
observances that took Lewis’
body from his birthplace in
Alabama to the nation’s capital to his final resting place
in Atlanta, mourners in face
masks to guard against the
coronavirus spread out across
pews Thursday at the city’s
landmark Ebenezer Baptist
Church, once pastored by the
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
Former President Barack
Obama called Lewis “a man
of pure joy and unbreakable
perseverance” during a fiery
eulogy that was both deeply
personal and political. The
nation’s first Black president
used the moment to issue a
stark warning that the voting
rights and equal opportunity Lewis championed were
threatened by those “doing
their darnedest to discourage
people from voting” and to
call for a renewal of the Voting Rights Act.
His words came as the
country has been roiled by
weeks of protests demanding
a reckoning with institutionalized racism — and hours after
President Donald Trump suggested delaying the November
election, something he doesn’t
have the authority to do.
“He as much as anyone in
our history brought this country a little bit closer to our
highest ideals,” Obama said of
Lewis. “And some day when
we do finish that long journey towards freedom, when
we do form a more perfect
union, whether it’s years from
now or decades or even if it
takes another two centuries,
John Lewis will be a founding
father of that fuller, fairer,
better America.”
Former President George
W. Bush said Lewis, who
died July 17 at the age of 80,
preached the gospel and lived
its ideals, “insisting that hate
and fear had to be answered
with love and hope.”
Former President Jimmy
Carter sent written condolences, and House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi recalled how the
sky was filled with ribbons of
color in Washington earlier
this week while Lewis’ body
was lying in state at the U.S.
Capitol.
See LEWISPage 2A

