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Most snow ever
in one month in
Eau Claire

POT?

By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

With the snow that fell
Saturday night and this
morning, a 90-year-old record
for the snowiest month ever
on record in Eau Claire was
obliterated.
The all-time record for
snowfall in one month was
35.3 inches in January 1929,
said meteorologist Brent
Hewett with the National
Weather Service in Chanhassen, Minn.
“Currently, (through Friday
night), Eau Claire has 33.8
inches for the month,” Hewett
said.
The snow last Wednesday
already made it the snowiest
February ever, he added. The
prior record February total
was 28.2 inches in 1936. The
snow that fell Saturday and
this morning just added to
that record-setting total.

Regional lawmakers open to medical marijuana,
hesitant about approving recreational use
tences and align Wisconsin’s laws on
cannabidiol, or CBD oil, with federal
Leader-Telegram staff
standards.
“I am for medical marijuana. We
ov. Tony Evers’ proposal last
can definitely look at that as long
week to legalize medical marijuana received a healthy dose of as proper control procedures are
put in place,” said Rep. Jesse James,
support from Chippewa Valley lawR-Altoona, who was Altoona’s police
makers.
Regional legislators from both sides chief from 2013 until taking office last
month. “But the recreational use part,
of the aisle expressed support for the
absolutely not.”
Democratic governor’s plan to have
James said states that have legalized
Wisconsin join more than 30 other
states in making it legal to use marijua- recreational use have seen an uptick
in law enforcement contacts related
na for medical purposes, such as pain
to marijuana, including driving while
management, but the idea of decrimunder the influence of the drug.
inalizing recreational use drew more
Worsening problems with opioids,
skepticism.
methamphetamine and heroin already
Evers announced Monday that
have led to an uptick in arrests for
his budget will include proposals to
drugged driving in Wisconsin in recent
legalize medical marijuana, decrimiyears, James said, adding that he fears
nalize possession of small amounts of
decriminalizing marijuana would only
marijuana for personal use, establish
an expungement procedure for individ- accelerate that disturbing trend.
Another freshman legislator, Rep.
uals who have completed their sen-

By Eric Lindquist
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Gov. Tony Evers says his budget proposal will include proposals to legalize medical marijuana, decriminalize possession of small amounts of marijuana for personal use, establish an
expungement procedure for individuals who have completed their sentences and align
Wisconsin’s laws on cannabidiol, or CBD oil, with federal standards.
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Jodi Emerson, D-Eau Claire, said she
is open to the governor’s marijuana
proposals despite growing up in the
“just say no” era of combating illegal
drugs. She suggested the plan could
help address several other problems
for state residents.
“I think it’s time we start looking at
some of these issues through a new
lens,” Emerson said. “We have an
overcrowded criminal justice system.
I’m certainly not in support of letting
criminals off scot-free, but do we really
need to be forcing people into prison,
and ruining people’s lives and their
prospects, for possession of small
amounts of marijuana?”

Rinks make bids in national contest
Altoona, EC seek
$150,000 award

Hockeyville
• Visit krafthockeyville.com for more
information about the contest. For
the rally pages for the Altoona and
Eau Claire skating rinks, respectively, go to tinyurl.com/y3zdnj2j
or tinyurl.com/y6zyde94.
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KARLSTAD’S JOURNEY TO END OF RAINBOW
PAYING DIVIDENDS FOR RAMBLERS
MORE INSIDE
• FOOTBALL: Keldric Stokes’ journey takes him
from UW-Stout quarterback to Thorp varsity coach
• GIRLS HOCKEY: Sophomore Sidney Polzin emerges
as Chippewa Falls/Menomonie’s top goal scorer

» Buckshot February issue

It would be decidedly surreal
to watch two NHL teams square
off at Hobbs Sports Center or
another local skating rink.
This is not a criticism of the
many volunteers who make
the Altoona facility run, but
it has a seating capacity short
of 1,000 in a city of roughly
7,700 people. Nevertheless,
that eventuality could come to
pass if the rink wins this year’s
Kraft Hockeyville competition.
The contest requires community stories as entries, and the

Contributed photo

A youth hockey team is pictured in one of several photographs
already posted on the rally page for Hobbs Sports Center in
Altoona, which is competing in the Kraft Hockeyville nationwide contest.
grand-prize winner is awarded
$150,000 in rink improvements
and the opportunity to host an
NHL game.
Hobbs Ice Center in Eau
Claire also has submitted its

story for consideration. Last
year’s winner, a rink in Clinton,
N.Y., hosted an NHL preseason
game between the Columbus
Blue Jackets and Buffalo Sabres.
Previous winners were rinks

in Belle Vernon, Pa. (2017);
Marquette, Mich. (2016); and
Johnstown, Pa. (2015).
Donn Dexter has fond memories of his son playing hockey
in Altoona. He’s been helping
out at the facility for years and
authored the Altoona rink’s submission in the Kraft Hockeyville
promotion.
“Volunteers have been making this rink a great place for
kids for many years,” he said. “It
helps mold their character and
helps them develop. You learn
so much about hard work, leadership and cooperation. Watching kids grow up and improve
in their sport were some of the
best years of my life.
“I would like to see that other
kids have that same opportunity.”
See HOCKEYVILLE Page 8A
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