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SPORTS • Late

save from Albrecht helps North boys soccer preserve draw with Sparta/1B
YOUR REGION • Eau Claire City Council re-elects Catherine Emmanuelle to VP spot/3A

County
approves
$3.28M in
carryover
funds

Administrator
delivers annual
message focused
on COVID-19

Chauvin convicted
on all counts
Ex-officer could face decades in prison for
killing George Floyd on Minneapolis street

By Ryan Patterson
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — The
Eau Claire County Board
on Tuesday night approved
carrying forward $3.28 million from last year’s county
budget into this year.
Of that total, $2.48 million
is from unfinished capital
projects in eight separate
departments; just over
$400,000 is from the Chippewa Valley Regional Airport fund; about $370,000
is from the county general
fund, including about
$242,000 from the Sheriff’s
Office; and about $34,000
is from the county Department of Human Services.
Of the capital projects,
the three departments with
the most funds carried forward are Facilities, with just
over $1 million, including
$880,000 for the construction of a sixth circuit courtroom; Information Systems, with about $590,000;
and Highway, with about
$551,000.

Administrator’s
report
County Administrator
Kathryn Schauf delivered
her annual message to the
County Board.
See COUNTYPage 2A
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murder-for-hire plot

She faces 5½ years in prison,
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» Travel suggestions

offered to families

Ideas range from the Caribbean to Bar Harbor, Maine.
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new 4K center
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Associated Press

In this image from video, defense attorney Eric Nelson, left, accompanied by defendant Derek Chauvin, speaks to Judge Peter
Cahill before a prosecutor gives a rebuttal in closing arguments Monday at the Hennepin County Courthouse in Minneapolis.
A jury on Tuesday convicted Chauvin, a former Minneapolis police officer, of murder and manslaughter in the May 25 death of
George Floyd by pinning Floyd to the pavement with his knee on the Black man’s neck.

M

INNEAPOLIS (AP) — Former Minneapolis Officer
Derek Chauvin was convicted Tuesday of murder
and manslaughter for pinning George Floyd to the
pavement with his knee on the Black man’s neck in a case
that touched off worldwide protests, violence and a furious
reexamination of racism and policing in the U.S.
Chauvin, 45, could be sent to prison
for decades.
The jury of six white people and six
Black or multiracial ones came back
with its verdict after about 10 hours
of deliberations over two days. Chauvin was found guilty on all charges:
second-degree unintentional murder,
third-degree murder and second-degree
manslaughter.
His face was obscured by a COVID-19
mask, and little reaction could be seen
beyond his eyes darting around the
courtroom.
His bail was immediately revoked and
he was led away with his hands cuffed
behind his back.
The verdict was read in a courthouse
ringed with concrete barriers and razor
wire and patrolled by National Guard
troops, in a city on edge against another
round of unrest — not just because of

onlookers yelling at Chauvin to stop as
the officer pressed his knee on or close
to Floyd’s neck for what authorities
say was 9½ minutes. Floyd slowly went
silent and limp.
Prosecutors played the footage at the
earliest opportunity, during opening
statements, with Jerry Blackwell telling
the jury: “Believe your eyes.” And it was
the Chauvin case but because of the
shown over and over, analyzed one frame
deadly police shooting of a young Black at a time by witnesses on both sides.
man, Daunte Wright, in a Minneapolis
In the wake of Floyd’s death, demonsuburb April 11.
strations and scattered violence broke
The jurors’ identities were kept secret out in Minneapolis, around the country
and will not be released until the judge
and beyond. The furor also led to the redecides it is safe to do so.
moval of Confederate statues and other
Three other former Minneapolis ofoffensive symbols such as Aunt Jemima.
In the months that followed, numerficers charged with aiding and abetting
ous states and cities restricted the use
murder in Floyd’s death will stand trial
of force by police, revamped disciin August.
plinary systems or subjected police
Floyd, 46, died May 25 after being
arrested on suspicion of passing a coun- departments to closer oversight.
The “Blue Wall of Silence” that often
terfeit $20 bill for a pack of cigarettes at
protects police accused of wrongdoing
a corner market. He panicked, pleaded
crumbled after Floyd’s death: The Minthat he was claustrophobic and strugneapolis police chief quickly called it
gled with police when they tried to put
him in a squad car. They put him on the “murder” and fired all four officers, and
the city reached a staggering $27 million
ground instead.
settlement with Floyd’s family as jury
The centerpiece of the case was the
selection was underway.
excruciating bystander video of Floyd
See MINNEAPOLISPage 2A
gasping repeatedly, “I can’t breathe” and

CVTC names four president finalists
Forums are next
week, selection
in early May

How to Participate
• Members of the public can email questions

By Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Chippewa
Valley Technical College has
named four finalists in its search
for its next president, most of
whom have spent time working
or going to school in western
Wisconsin.
As he revealed the candidates’
names on Tuesday, CVTC Board
President Paul Bauer also invited the general public to participate in online forums next week
with the finalists.
“We would personally like to
thank the entire college community for your continued interest
and support in the process to
identify our next president,”
Bauer said in a news release.

BeatonGarcia

Linaker

Ouellette

People are asked to submit questions for the candidates by Friday
afternoon, in advance of the virtual
forums, which are scheduled for
Monday and Tuesday.
The four finalists are Sunem
Beaton-Garcia, who serves as a
vice provost and north campus
president at Broward College in
Fort Lauderdale, Fla.; Kathleen
Linaker, the vice president of
academics for La Crosse-based
Western Technical College;
Nicholas Ouellette, superintendent of the Hudson school
district; and Kristen Raney,

Raney

for candidates to lsullivan9@cvtc.edu by
3 p.m. Friday.
• For links to watch the candidate forums on
Monday and Tuesday afternoon, go to cvtc.
edu/president.

vice president of
academic affairs at Saint Paul
College in St. Paul, Minn.
Raney is no stranger to the
Chippewa Valley and even has
experience working at CVTC.
She previously worked at the
local technical college in multiple roles between 2003 and ‘15,
including as the college’s dean
of academic development and
services. And among her three
degrees is a master’s in education from UW-Stout.
While Ouellette’s current post
is leading public schools in the

western Wisconsin city of Hudson, the rest of his professional
background is in the neighboring state of Iowa. Prior to his
post in Hudson, he served as superintendent of a consolidated
rural school district in western
Iowa that consisted of the communities of Odebolt, Arthur,
Battle Creek and Ida Grove.
Ouellette has degrees from Iowa
State University (Ames, Iowa),
Aurora University (Aurora, Ill.)
and the University of Northern
Iowa (Cedar Falls, Iowa).
See CVTCPage 2A

