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PAST & FUTURE
Octogenarian offers vision for agriculture
EMTs say Narcan is
saving lives in the
rural opioid crisis

FFA students
show skills
in nail-biter
dairy judging
contest
By Gabe Lagarde
The Country Today
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Consumers are paying more for trees
this holiday season
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Long-time farmer Conrad Alexander surveys the greenhouse he’s built on his homestead north of
Kennan, Wisconsin. Alexander’s goal is to create a small, self-sustaining farmstead on little acreage
utilizing experience and skills he’s gleaned over nearly 80 years of agriculture.
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Barn owls have
been found nesting
in Wisconsin again
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ENNAN — His
sight might not
be as good as
it once was, but Conrad
Alexander has his eyes
fixed on both past and
future.
Now in his twilight years,
the 89-year-old farmer from
Kennan, Wisconsin, has a
vision for small, self-sustaining
farms that can support large
families in an economically
viable way.
“The people in this country
is having a hard time getting
the food out of the store. I
think it’s going to continue
and when you go to the stores
and buy food, you really don’t
know what you’re buying,” Alexander said as he gave a tour

Photo by Gabe Lagarde

A row of seedlings emerge from their pots at a greenhouse north

of his small homestead just
outside Kennan. “I think it’s
time that the people learn the
value of a five to 20 acre farm
to feed their entire family.”
Equipped with roughly 5-20
acres of good, tillable earth,

a few cows, perhaps some
chickens and hogs on the side,
with a nice helping of berries
for kicks, an extended family
of 15-20 people can support
themselves.
See VISION, Page 2A

It isn’t often that dairy
judging contests are decided by
a handful of points, but that’s
how a group of FFA students
at Chippewa Fall Senior High
School snatched victory in late
October.
Both in the team and individual categories, Chippewa Falls’
students eked out the highest
scores during the 2021 Chippewa County FFA Dairy Judging
Contest Oct. 20 at the Herrick
farm near Boyd. Chippewa
Falls’ FFA team was competing against FFA chapters from
Bloomer, Cadott, Cornell and
Stanley-Boyd.
Chippewa’s Cayden Blodgett,
David Terhark, Mitchell Romandstad and Max Stary scored
an average winning number
of 219.75 out of 253 potential
points. By comparison, Bloomer’s team racked up a team
score of 217.5, while Cadott
came in third with a combined
score of 216.75 points.
“I’ve been around cows all
my life,” Blodgett said. “I just
tried my best and I didn’t think
I’d end up first place, but I
guess it was enough to win.”
Individual performances
were just as close; the top six
scoring individuals all finished
within three points of each
other. Blodgett took top honors
with 222 points, while Terhark,
Marcella Boehm of Cornell and
Abigail Goettl of Cadott tied for
second with 220 points. Bloomer’s Alexandriah Zakrzcwicz and
Stella Nelson, plus Romandstad,
tied for third at 219 points.
The dairy judging contest
tested the students’ agricultural skills, from a 25-question
assessment of general dairy
knowledge, to an in-depth
comparison of cows based on
old-fashioned eye assessments,
to an exercise where students
judged verities of cheese by
taste.
See JUDGING, Page 2A

SAWDUST STORIES

The stories this table could tell
My dining table is a family relic,
one I have gathered around my
entire life. At parties, my siblings
and I still crowd so close together
we could eat off each other’s plates.
A mechanism that holds the leaf
beneath the tabletop until I’m ready
to slide it into place still works after
100 years.
Before my parents even met, this
table was owned by my mother’s
kin and then my father’s, as if
swinging from one branch of
my family tree to another.
The 6-foot table, sideboard
and six chairs were first
purchased by the Cannie
family in the 1920s for
their rural Junction City
farmhouse. The set
likely came from as far
away as Wisconsin
Rapids. I wonder:
Was it transported
those 20 miles
home in a horsedrawn wagon
or were pieces
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Patti See photo

Columnist Patti See’s relatives enjoy a Thanksgiving gathering at a table
that’s been in the family for more than 100 years. The children are members
of the fifth generation to sit at the table.

strapped on top of an early model
Ford truck? Surely it took two trips.
When my mom’s sister, Ida
Klawikowski, and her husband Ed
purchased the farm in 1940, the
Cannies left their heaviest furniture

behind. A few years later a housefire
damaged the table and sideboard.
My father’s parents, who lived one
farm over from the Klawikowskis,
bought the set for $40.
See SEE, Page 2A

Patti See
See is an award-winning author whose work has appeared in Brevity, Salon Magazine, The Wisconsin Academy Review, The Southwest Review, HipMama,
Inside HigherEd and many other magazines, journals and anthologies. She wrote the blog “Our Long Goodbye: One Family’s Experiences with Alzheimer’s”
which has been read in more than 100 countries, and she is a frequent contributor to “Wisconsin Life” on Wisconsin Public Radio. She lives in Lake Hallie
with her husband, writer Bruce Taylor. Her essay collection, “Here on Lake Hallie: In Praise of Barflies, Fix-it Guys, and Other Folks in Our Hometown,” is forthcoming in 2022 from the Wisconsin Historical Society Press.

IN STOCK

NOW!

X350 Mow & Snow Package
$5,499 - Includes:

Starting at
per

• X350 Select Series Lawn Tractor $109 month
for 60
• 42-in. Accel Deep™ mower deck 4.9% months
• 44-in. snow blower
• Lift-assist kit, tire chains, and weights
• 4-year/300-hour bumper-to-bumper warranty1
2

Snow Removal
Equipment,
Attachments,
& Implements
For a variety of
Equipment
IN STOCK NOW!

TractorCentral.com
Offer valid on eligible equipment purchased by December 31, 2021. Some restrictions
apply, see dealer for details. 1 Warranty based on years or hours used, whichever
comes first. 2 Financing subject to approval by John Deere Financial, f.s.b.

