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Art advocacy

John Lewis
recalled as
hero, civil
rights icon
By Calvin Woodward
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — People
paid great heed to John Lewis
for much of his life in the civil
rights movement. But at the
very beginning — when he
was just a kid wanting to be
a minister someday — his
audience didn’t care much for
what he had to say.
A son of Alabama sharecroppers, the young Lewis
first preached moral righteousness to his family’s
chickens. His place in the vanguard of the 1960s campaign
for Black equality had its roots
in that hardscrabble Alabama
farm and all those clucks.
Lewis, who died Friday
at age 80, was the youngest
and last survivor of the Big
Six civil rights activists who
organized the 1963 March on
Washington, and spoke shortly before the group’s leader,
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.,
gave his “I Have a Dream”
speech to a vast sea of people.
If that speech marked a
turning point in the civil
rights era — or at least the
most famous moment — the
struggle was far from over.
Two more hard years passed
before truncheon-wielding
state troopers beat Lewis
bloody and fractured his
skull as he led 600 protesters
over Selma’s Edmund Pettus
Bridge.
See LEWIS Page 2A
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Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Clark Stoeckley, an assistant professor of graphic design at the American University of Kuwait, paints a “VOTE” mural Thursday on the side of Ramone’s Ice Cream Parlor in downtown Eau Claire. His wife, Susanna Johns of Duluth, Minnesota, holds
the ladder. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

Artist paints Eau
Claire murals
encouraging voting
By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

A New York artist, now based in Kuwait, stopped in Eau Claire this week to
add a splash of color to two downtown
businesses.
Clark Stoeckley, 37, created two
murals with a simple message that
reads “VOTE.” A 10- by 10-foot mural
was painted on the side of Details on

Water Street, and a 15- by 15-foot mural
was painted on the side of Ramone’s
Ice Cream Parlor, facing Farwell Street.
Stoeckley started the artwork on
Tuesday and wrapped up Thursday
afternoon.
“The walls were primed before I got
there, and they had ladders waiting for
me,” Stoeckley said. “There was a lot of
encouragement and positivity.”
Stoeckley’s piece is designed to look
like famous artwork that spells out
“love,” with the “o” tilted on its side.
“The idea originated my freshman
year of college,” he explained. “It was to
appropriate a famous piece of art and

See MURALS Page 2A

Doctor who survived COVID-19 bewildered by public disregard
By Jay Reeves
Associated Press

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Dr.
Michael Saag spends much
of his time treating patients
fighting for their lives and
working with colleagues
who are overwhelmed and
exhausted by the relentless
battle against the COVID-19
pandemic.
But he enters a different
world when he walks out the
door of his Alabama clinic: one
where many don’t wear masks,
keep their distance from others
or even seem aware of the

intense struggle being waged
against a virus that has cost
hundreds of thousands of lives
nationwide and made so many
— including the doctor
— seriously ill.
The disconnect is
devastating.
“It’s a mixture of
emotions, from anger
to being demoralized to
bewilderment to frustration,” Saag said.
Saag
Confirmed cases of
COVID-19 have increased an average of more
than 1,500 a day over the past
week in Alabama, bringing the
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give it a new meaning.”
Stoeckley said he has painted this
mural more than a dozen times on the
sides of buildings in 2006, 2007 and
2008, picking so-called battleground
states to display them.
“I painted it across the country, often
without permission. I’ve painted them
through the Midwest and all the way
down to Florida,” he said. “It is nonpartisan work. It is encouraging all people
to vote. Voting is where you begin; it’s
not where you stop. It encourages you
to get involved in other activism.”
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total to more than 62,100 since
the pandemic began in March.
At least 1,230 people have died
and health officials say fewer
than 15% of the state’s
intensive care beds
are available for new
patients. Some hospitals
are completely out of
room.
It’s not just an
Alabama problem.
About 250 miles from
Birmingham, Dr. Chad
Dowell warns that his
hospital in tiny Indianola,
Mississippi, is filling up and so
are others, making it difficult

to locate beds for the sickest
patients even as people debate
on social media whether the
pandemic is real.
Inside the hospital at the
University of Alabama at Birmingham, doctors and nurses in
protective gear rush from one
emergency to another. They
struggle to comfort heartbroken
visitors forced to say goodbye
to dying relatives long distance
via cellphone, Saag said, all
while coping with the stress
of whether they’ll be infected
next.
See SAAG Page 9A
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