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SPORTS • WIAC cancels fall sports seasons and championships/1B

YOUR REGION • Red Cross encourages plasma donations from recovered COVID-19 patients/3A

Petitions
circulate
on masks
One seeks
mandate, other
urges choice
By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

One petition circulating
in Eau Claire is urging city
officials to mandate that
people wear face masks in
public during the coronavirus pandemic, while another
group of residents is taking
the stance it should be a
personal choice.
Ben Holmen said 1,833 Eau
Claire residents have signed
a petition that wants the city
to require people to wear
masks in public spaces, on
city buses and in vehicles for
hire.
“Without a mandate, many
residents will not wear
masks,” he said.
While he lauded businesses that have required their
employees and customers to
wear masks as a way to reduce the spread of COVID-19,
Holmen said it won’t make
much of an impact unless
it is done citywide. He is
seeking quick action by the
council, asking for a mask
mandate to appear on the
agenda in early August.
Taking the opposite stance,
fellow city resident Kayla Rick said that strongly
encouraging people to wear
masks has created a culture
where those with reasons for
not wearing one have been
bullied.
“If someone is not wearing
a mask, they should not be
shamed or bullied. It should
be assumed they have a reason for not wearing a mask,”
she said.

Slowing the spread
New local COVID-19
cases are decreasing
in recent days, health
officials say

seen 436 cases of the coronavirus since the
pandemic began in March.
Of those, 364 cases have recovered.
The Health Department is currently
tracking 72 ongoing positive cases and their
hundreds of contacts, Giese said.
Forty inmates in the Eau Claire County
By Dan Holtz
Jail have been tested. The jail has had a
total of seven positive cases, and only one is
Leader-Telegram staff
an active case, she said.
The increase in local cases of COVID-19
Giese cannot pinpoint specific reasons
has slowed in recent days, health officials
why double-digit increases have been
say.
replaced by single-digit increases in Eau
Daily double-digit increases in those
Claire County.
testing positive have been replaced by sin“We are hopeful people are increasing
gle-digit increases, Eau Claire City-County their strategies to stay safer,” she said.
Health Department Director Lieske Giese
Chippewa County has 199 confirmed
said Monday during a news conference.
cases, and has seen eight new cases since
“We’re hopeful we’ll continue to have
Friday, said Angela Weideman, director of
lower positive testing numbers,” she said.
the Chippewa County Department of Public
“We’re not going to stop the spread. But we Health.
need to slow the spread. And it seems to be
Chippewa County has 38 active cases, she
moving in that direction at the moment.”
said.
Eau Claire County recorded 13 new cases
Statewide, 893 people have died of
of COVID-19 since Friday, an average of just COVID-19 as of Sunday.
over four new cases a day. Negative tests
Weideman said results from last week’s
totaled 502 since Friday, Giese said.
mass testing day at the Northern Wisconsin
Overall, she said, Eau Claire County has
State Fairgrounds will be released soon.
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Experimental
COVID-19 vaccine
put to big test
About 30K volunteers take
part in race to halt pandemic
By The Associated Press
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“We are just getting the final results in,”
she said. “We should have information in a
day or two.”
Weideman encourages people to rely on
trusted sources for information on the coronavirus, such as the websites of state and
local health departments, and the federal
Centers of Disease Control.
“There has been an overabundance of
false information,” she said. “Think before
you share information on social media.”
If you see COVID-19 information on
social media, consider who is sharing the
post, Weideman said.
Luke Fedie, Eau Claire County’s behavioral health administrator, encouraged families
to identify spaces in their home where children can study online and create schedules
for that.
Also, families should make plans in
case a family member is diagnosed with
COVID-19, he said.
“Many families have plans for fires and
inclement weather,” Fedie said. “I would
encourage you to make plans in the same
way for COVID-19.”
Contact: 715-833-9207, dan.holtz@ecpc.
com
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ABOVE: Melodie Berlin competes Monday in the horse show at the
Eau Claire County Fair, 5530 Fairview Drive. Because of COVID-19, the
fair, which runs through the weekend, is closed to the public this year;
youth exhibits and animal judging will go on as scheduled. View more
photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
BELOW: Madison Myers, 10, left, and Malayna Menard, 9, compete
Monday in the horse show at the Eau Claire County Fair.

The biggest test yet of an experimental COVID-19
vaccine got underway Monday with the first of some
30,000 Americans rolling up their sleeves to receive
shots created by the U.S. government as part of the
all-out global race to stop the pandemic.
The glimmer of hope came even as Google, in one
of the gloomiest assessments of the coronavirus’s
staying power from a major employer, decreed that
most of its 200,000 employees and contractors should
work from home through next June — a decision that
could influence other big companies.
Final-stage testing of the vaccine, developed by the
National Institutes of Health and Moderna, began
with volunteers at numerous sites around the U.S.
given either a real dose or a dummy without being
told which.
“I’m excited to be part of something like this. This
is huge,” said Melissa Harting, a 36-year-old nurse
who received an injection in Binghamton, New
York. Especially with family members in front-line
jobs that could expose them to the virus, she added,
“doing our part to eradicate it is very important to
me.”
It will be months before results trickle in, and
there is no guarantee the vaccine will ultimately work against the scourge that has killed over
650,000 people around the world, including almost
150,000 in the U.S.
“We’ve been sitting on the sidelines passively attempting to wear our masks and social distance and
not go out when it’s not necessary. This is the first
step of becoming active against this,” said Dr. Frank
Eder of Meridian Clinical Research, the company
that runs the Binghamton trial site. “There’s really
no other way to get past this.”
As if to underline how high the stakes are, there
were more setbacks in efforts to contain the coronavirus.
In Washington, the Trump administration disclosed that national security adviser Robert O’Brien
has the virus — the highest-ranking U.S. official to
test positive so far. The White House said he has
mild symptoms and “has been self-isolating and
working from a secure location off site.”
See VIRUSPage 2A
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Nurse Kathe Olmstead, right, gives volunteer Melissa Harting, of Harpersville, N.Y., an injection as the
world’s biggest study of a possible COVID-19 vaccine,
developed by the National Institutes of Health and
Moderna, gets underway Monday in Binghamton, N.Y.

