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Politicians
push
for new
building
Bipartisanship urged
to secure funding for
UW-EC sciences hall
By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Getting
the second half of funding
for a new academic building
at UW-Eau Claire into the
next state budget is among
top priorities for state legislators representing the area.
During a Friday morning
panel discussion hosted
online by the Eau Claire
Area Chamber of Commerce, local politicians from
both sides of the aisle spoke
about their intention to
push for $147 million needed
to push ahead with a new
Science and Health Sciences
building at the local campus.
“That was on the top of
my list,” said state Sen. Jeff
Smith, D-town of Brunswick.
Smith said he personally
met with Gov. Tony Evers
to urge him to include the
building’s funding in the
budget proposal, and the
senator expressed a note of
cautious optimism that it
would get in.
UW-Eau Claire is allocated $109 million toward the
new building in the current budget, but when the
remaining $147 million will
come is still in question.
While state legislators,
university officials and
others advocating for the
project expected it would
be part of the UW System’s
budget proposal for 2021-23
funding, it was not.

CHIPPEWA FALLS

Tiny homes village
planned for East Hill
Permanent
building would be
part of proposal
By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — When
Mike Cohoon began working on
plans for tiny homes — portable
homeless shelters — he envisioned
a long-term plan of creating the
“Hope Village,” bringing the tiny
homes into one central location,
which would also include a permanent building that feature showers
and bathrooms.
That plan is moving closer to
reality.
Cohoon, a pastor at Landmark
Christian Church in Lake Hallie, said his group is planning to

purchase a former dental office
at 1825 Kennedy Road on the East
Hill of Chippewa Falls. The tiny
homes would be placed behind the
2,000-square-foot building, with the
dental offices gutted and renovated.
“We had a property search committee,” Cohoon said Friday. “We
looked at a number of properties
in the past five years. We haven’t
purchased the building yet, but we
have a contract for it, to close in
February. We purchased the two
1-acre lots next to it. We’ve been
fundraising over the years, so we
had money set aside to do that.”
Cohoon said the dental office
seems like an ideal building in a
great location. It would be renovated and turned into offices, meeting
rooms, plus a kitchen area and
shower rooms.
See TINYPage 2A
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A group working on creating “Hope Village” wants to buy an
empty dental clinic on the East Hill of Chippewa Falls and
refurbish it to include a kitchen, shower areas, meeting rooms
and offices. Hope Village would be one central location for
portable homeless shelters. The plan will likely go before the
Chippewa Falls City Council in late January or early February.
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True Vue, left, of Black & Brown Womyn Coalition and Blia Schwahn of the Eau Claire Area School District Hmong PTA bag rice Friday
for distribution to Hmong families in Eau Claire. Other items given out were masks, sanitizer, water, books, Goodwill vouchers and $25
gift cards to Woodman’s. The care packages were intended to aid Hmong families who are less likely to seek community resources for
food and other needs because what’s available may not fit the needs of their families due to cultural differences. View more photos at
LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

Congress seals COVID relief agreement
House, Senate
expected to vote
Monday on package
By Andrew Taylor
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Top
Capitol Hill negotiators sealed
a deal Sunday on an almost $1
trillion COVID-19 economic
relief package, finally delivering
long-overdue help to businesses
and individuals and providing
money to deliver vaccines to a
nation eager for them.
The agreement, announced
by congressional leaders, would
establish a temporary $300 per
week supplemental jobless ben-

efit and a $600 direct stimulus
payment to most Americans,
along with a new round of subsidies for hard-hit businesses and
money for schools, health care
providers and renters facing
eviction.
It came after months of
battling and posturing, but the
negotiating dynamic changed
in Republicans’ favor after the
election and as the end of the
congressional session neared.
President-elect Joe Biden was
eager for a deal to deliver
long-awaited help to suffering
people and a boost to the economy, even though it was less than
half the size that Democrats
wanted this fall.
House leaders informed lawmakers that they would vote on

the legislation on Monday, and
the Senate was likely to vote on
Monday too. Lawmakers were
eager to leave Washington and
close out a tumultuous year.
“There will be another major
rescue package for the American
people,” Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., said
in announcing the agreement
for a relief bill that would total
almost $900 billion. “It is packed
with targeted policies to help
struggling Americans who have
already waited too long.”
A fight over Federal Reserve
emergency powers was resolved
Saturday night by the Senate’s
top Democrat, Chuck Schumer
of New York, and conservative
Republican Pat Toomey of Pennsylvania. That breakthrough led

to a final round of negotiations
Sunday.
Still, delays in finalizing the
agreement prompted the House
to take up a one-day stopgap
spending bill to prevent a government shutdown at midnight
Sunday. The Senate was likely to
pass the measure Sunday night
as well.
The final agreement would
be the largest spending measure yet. It combined COVID-19
relief with a $1.4 trillion government-wide funding plan and lots
of other unrelated measures on
taxes, health, infrastructure and
education. The government-wide
funding would keep the government open through September.
See RELIEFPage 8A

