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boys basketball successfully navigates quick coaching change/1B
YOUR REGION • EC Health Department asks smaller providers to sign up for vaccinations/3A

new virus
strain
could stress
hospitals

A NATIONAL
EMBARRASSMENT

By Sarah Seifert

Trump supporters storm U.S. Capitol, lawmakers evacuated

Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — A new,
potentially more contagious
strain of the novel coronavirus that’s been found in
Colorado, California and
Florida could cause trouble if it makes its way to
the Chippewa Valley, and
the Eau Claire City-County Health Department is
encouraging people to keep
wearing masks and avoiding
gatherings.
There are no known cases
of the new COVID-19 strain
in Wisconsin as of Wednesday, but “the state had said
it is plausible that it is
circulating in (the Wisconsin) region,” said Audrey
Boerner, public information officer for the Health
Department’s pandemic
response, in an email to the
Leader-Telegram.
Though there are already multiple variants
of COVID-19 circulating,
the new variant that’s now
running rampant in the
U.K. has an “unusually large
number of mutations,” the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention said this
month.
See STRAIN Page 2A

Associated Press

Police with guns drawn watch as protesters try to break into the House Chamber on Wednesday at the U.S. Capitol in Washington.
» Vaccine rollout

Wis. Congress
delegation
denounces riots

continues in Chip. Co.
Health care workers, long-term
care employees are next.
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» Learning from
the pandemic
Online Interfaith Prayer
Service planned for Jan. 20.
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Kind calls events
‘embarrassing’ for nation
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» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

Biden said that democracy was
“under unprecedented assault,” a
sentiment echoed by many in Congress, including some Republicans.
The chaotic protests halted Congress’ constitutionally mandated
counting of the Electoral College
results, in which Biden defeated
Trump, 306-232.
Republican Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell had tried to steer
Congress away from Wednesday’s
formal protest of those results, and
he said at the start of proceedings
that Trump had clearly lost.
Wednesday’s ordinarily mundane
procedure of Congress certifying a
new president was always going to
be extraordinary, with Republican
supporters of Trump vowing to protest election results that have been
certified by the states.

WASHINGTON — U.S. Rep. Ron Kind
described the violence Wednesday in
Washington when mobs breached the U.S.
Capitol as “a very
disappointing day
in our nation’s
capital.”
The La Crosse
Democrat, who
was among lawmakers whisked
out of the Capitol
by Capitol Police
after protesters supporting
President Donald
Staff photo by Eric Lindquist
Trump forced
U.S. Ron Kind, D-La
their way into
Crosse, denounced
the building,
the violence that
said the violence
occurred Wednesday
subverted the
in Washington, D.C.,
time-honored
as an “embarrassing
American tradiepisode for our countion of a peacetry” in a Zoom press
ful transition of
power from one
conference.
administration to
the next.
The chaos came during the Wednesday
hearing in which Congress was set to
certify the Electoral College results showing that President-elect Joe Biden won
the November presidential election — a
moment many protesters saw as a last
stand for Trump, who has continued to
cast doubt on the election results without
evidence.

See CAPITOL Page 2A

See KIND Page 2A

Associated Press

People shelter in the House gallery as protesters try to break into the House
Chamber at the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday in Washington.

W

ASHINGTON (AP) — Violent protesters loyal to
President Donald Trump stormed the U.S. Capitol on
Wednesday and forced lawmakers into hiding, in a
stunning attempt to overturn America’s presidential election, undercut the nation’s democracy and keep Democrat Joe Biden from
replacing Trump in the White House.
The National Guard and state
and federal police were called in for
control, and the mayor of Washington imposed a rare evening curfew.
A woman was shot and killed inside
the Capitol.
While rallying his supporters
outside the White House Wednesday morning, Trump urged them
to march to the Capitol. But later
— hours after they fought police
and breached the building — he
told them that although they were
“very special people” and he backed
their cause, they should “go home in
peace.”
President-elect Biden, two weeks
away from being inaugurated, had
declared in Wilmington, Delaware:
“I call on President Trump to go on
national television now to fulfill his
oath and defend the Constitution and
demand an end to this siege.”
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