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Downing
remembered
as advocate
for children
As supervisor
she made push
for Lakeland School
CHRIS SCHULTZ

cschultz@lakegenevanews.net

Street property oppose the shelter, largely because they fear that
it would bring domestic violence
perpetrators and other troubles
into the area.
“I guarantee you — the bad
guys come,” neighbor Dan Alder said. “When they come, the
drugs come, the alcohol comes.”
One opponent turned and
confronted shelter backers in a
packed hearing room, prompting
commission members to call for
a stop to such outbursts.

Margaret Downing was never
afraid to get involved, whether it
was in local government or local
charity.
A strong advocate for children
and for her hometown of Geneva,
Downing was known for getting
things done.
Margaret C. Downing, 73, died
unexpectedly at her home on July
4.
She served on the Walworth
County Board from 2004 to 2008
and was the town of Geneva administrator from January 2009
to September 2010.
“She was great to work with,”
said Debra Kirch, town of Geneva
clerk/treasurer. “If she took a
project on, she saw it through
and got it done. She was a force
to be reckoned with.”
Among the projects that Downing got behind while on the county
board were Lakeland School and
the Tree House Child and Family
Center which is home to the Walworth County Child Advocacy
Center, a service of Children’s
Hospital of Wisconsin. She was
also instrumental in getting the
new Lakeland School built.
Born Margaret Cecelia Veronica Popelka in Chicago in 1945,
on Aug. 25, 1978, she married
George W. Downing. The couple
lived in the Lake Geneva area and
worked to grow George Downing’s business, Spindustries,
which manufactures metal products. Margaret was also president
of Spindustries’ sister company,
San Jamar, Elkhorn, which makes
products for restaurants.
George Downing died in 2006.
In 2004, Margaret was elected
to the Walworth County Board,
where she made friends with fellow county board member Sandy
Troemel.
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Elkhorn resident Bob Peryea voices support for a domestic violence shelter, urging plan commission members to disregard “red herring”
arguments from opponents.

Deadlock oﬀers little
direction on shelter
Plan Commission ties in vote to approve domestic violence facility
SCOTT WILLIAMS
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ELKHORN — A battle over
a proposed domestic violence
shelter is moving ahead with no
break in an emotional community debate about whether the
facility would solve problems or
create problems.
Members of the Elkhorn Plan
Commission deadlocked on the
issue July 11 after shelter supporters and opponents engaged
in a raucous exchange over the
proposal.
The plan commission’s 3-3 tie

vote on whether to recommend a
permit for the project sends the
issue to the Elkhorn City Council
without clear direction on how to
resolve the dispute.
The seven-member city
council is expected in August to
consider the proposal from the
New Beginnings group, which
is seeking to open a shelter inside a former medical clinic at
20 N. Church St. in downtown
Elkhorn. The property is being
donated by a group that includes
former clinic operator Aurora
Health Care.

Supporters say the shelter
would help to combat domestic
violence throughout Walworth
County by allowing New Beginning to oﬀer emergency overnight housing for victims and
their children.
“Our community is in need of
a safe haven,” New Beginnings
director Heidi Lloyd told the plan
commission.
The Elkhorn-based nonproﬁt
group estimates that it serves
more than 600 domestic violence victims a year.
Neighbors of the Church

Two principals leaving Lake Geneva schools
Badger’s Tronsen
accepts new job
in Beaver Dam
DENNIS HINES
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Two top administrators will be
leaving the Lake Geneva school
system, including the principal
of Badger High School.
Badger High School Principal
Russ Tronsen and Eastview Elementary School Principal Tami
Martin have resigned their positions to accept jobs with other
school districts.
The Badger High School Board
accepted Tronsen’s resignation
July 8, and the Lake Geneva Joint
No. 1 Elementary School Board
accepted Martin’s resignation
July 9.

Tronsen has accepted a job
as principal for Beaver Dam
High School in Beaver Dam.
He has worked for the Badger High School District since
2001, serving as a culinary arts
teacher from August 2001 to June
2016 and as principal since July
2016. His most recent salary was
$117,000.
Superintendent James Gottinger said Tronsen has done a
quality job as both a teacher and
principal.
“He took our culinary program to national prominence.
That’s what help led him to the
principal position at Badger
High School,” Gottinger said.
“He did a great job. He will be
missed.”
Pat Sherman, president of the
Badger High School Board, said
he is pleased with the work that

Tronsen did for the Badger High
School District.
“He did everything we expected him to do,” Sherman
said. “He had a good relationship
with the students and the staﬀ.
We wish him the best of luck at
Beaver Dam.”
Assistant Principal Jennifer Straus will serve as interim
principal at Badger High School
during the 2019-2020. Straus
has worked as the school’s assistant principal for about 10 years.
“I’m excited and looking forward to working with our amazing staﬀ to ensure that our students have access to rigorous
curriculum, instructional equity
and all the opportunities Badger
has to oﬀer,” Straus said in a news
release.
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Badger High School Principal Russ Tronsen, right, is shown earlier this year
Please see PRINCIPALS, Page A7 giving an award to student Miya Monzon.
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