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Community columnist

Candy bars and con artists: Tales from inside the Canteen

From its perch on the Lake Geneva lakefront, the American
Legion Canteen has served generations of beach goers with
ice cream, sandwiches and more. (Photo by Scott Williams/
Regional News)

There is no better place
in Lake Geneva to watch
tourists from Chicago and
its suburbs during the
summers than from inside
the American Legion Canteen in Library Park overlooking Geneva Lake. How
do I know that? Because I
worked at the American
Legion Canteen during
the summers from 1950 to
1960.
The American Legion
Canteen had been built by
my uncle, William Malsch,
a mason, bricklayer, and
plasterer, after he had re-
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A new YMCA campus
could be coming to Lake Geneva.
Representatives of the
Geneva Lakes Family YMCA
have unveiled plans for
building a new facility on
115 acres just south of Big
Foot Beach State Park.
The site is located outside Lake Geneva city limits,
but ofﬁcials intend to seek
annexation into the city. Located near the intersection
of state Highway 120 and
County Road H, the property straddles the border
between the town of Bloomﬁeld and the town of Linn.
Plans presented July 1
at a city council committee
meeting show a sprawling
campus with outdoor play-

ing ﬁelds, an indoor ﬁeld
house and a child care center, in addition to the YMCA
itself.
Ofﬁcials did not release
cost projections, but they
said a capital fund-raising
campaign is in the works
and that they hope to begin
construction within two or
three years.
YMCA chief executive
ofﬁcer Michael Kramp said
the current YMCA at 203
S. Wells St. is no longer adequate, as membership has
more than doubled in the
past seven years, from 1,600
member units to 3,600.
Member units count individual and family memberships as one each.
The total membership is
about 7,000 people.
“We’ve done our best to

and Lillie Wardingle, who
were my grandparents.
My mother, Helen Wardingle, had passed away ﬁve
years earlier in 1945. Fuller
Boutelle was also a member of the Lake Geneva Fire
Department and a member
of the Lake Geneva School
Board.
Fuller’s son, Clyde
Boutelle, who had been
a football and basketball
star at Lake Geneva High
School, also worked at the
American Legion Canteen
during the summers. Clyde
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Fourth of July fun at Lake Como

YMCA leaders
look south with
plans for new
campus project
By Dennis Hines

turned to Lake Geneva
following his services in
the U.S. Army in France
during World War I. The

Canteen was originally located in front of where the
Riviera is today, but it was
moved one block west to its
current location after the
Riviera was built in 1932.
I got the job working at
the American Legion Canteen in 1950 when I had
just turned 8 years old, because the Canteen was then
run by Fuller Boutelle, who
was a letter carrier for the
U.S. Post Ofﬁce. Fuller’s
friend and fellow letter
carrier, Tom Wardingle,
was raising me, together
with his parents, Thomas

Sandy Busking, left, is at the steering wheel July 4 with a carload of family members, including, from left, granddaughter
Elizabeth Busking, 3, daughter-in-law Christy Busking, grandson Danny Busking, 3, and son Michael Busking in the Lake
Como Beach Fourth of July Parade in the town of Geneva. For more parade photos, go to page 7A. (Photo by Scott Williams/Regional News)
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No end to God’s service for ‘real shepherd’
By Chris Schultz
cschultz@lakegenevanews.net

Clancy Green, development coordinator with Keefe Real
Estate, presents plans July 1 at Lake Geneva City Hall for a
new Geneva Lakes Family YMCA campus. (Photo by Dennis Hines/Regional News)

FONTANA — Father Michael Dineen has spent the
past 70 years serving his
faith and his church, and
he sees no reason to slow
down.
“I wake up every day
feeling pretty good,” he
said. “I enjoy meeting with
people and being with people.”
Dineen ofﬁcially retired
from the priesthood 19
years ago, after serving as

chaplain at St. Catherine’s
Hospital in Kenosha, which
is now known as Kenosha Medical Center and St.
Catherine’s Medical Center.
If he really retired, however, it is not evident.
Dineen continue serving as a help-out priest in
the Lake Geneva area, celebrating Mass, ofﬁciating
weddings and conducting
funerals.
For the past ﬁve years,
Dineen has lived in Lake
Geneva in a house he rents
from a friend. He has of-

Father Michael Dineen
fered his services as an associate pastor to area Catholic churches.
“I like the community.

The people are nice,” he
said.
Dineen says 8:15 a.m.
Mass at St. Benedict Church
in Fontana on Thursdays
and Fridays.
He also ofﬁciates at
weddings and funerals both
at St. Benedict, St. Francis
de Sales Church in Lake
Geneva, and St. Catherine
Church in Sharon. Occasionally, he serves at St. Patrick Church in Elkhorn.
Age is not getting in the
way of his ministry.
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