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 When Alan Cottle � ies, he of-
ten takes his passengers on mis-
sions that are out of this world

Cottle, 59, of Lake Geneva, 
works as a pi-
lot for NASA 
and � ies the 
space program’s 
Stratospher ic 
Observatory for 
Infrared Astron-
omy aircraft— 
which is a “spe-
cialized perfor-
mance” 747 airplane that is used 
for scienti� c research.

The aircraft— also known as 
SOFIA— takes a team of scien-
tists about 45,000 feet above 
the Earth’s atmosphere to study 
stars, planets, galaxies, black-
holes, magnetic particles and 
cosmic winds. 

SOFIA features a telescope 
that is 9 feet in diameter and 
other specialized equipment that 
allows the scientists to conduct 
their research.

“We have the ability to look at 
what no other telescope can do— 
ground-base or space-base,” 
NASA pilot Andrew Barry said.

The aircraft recently was in-
volved with a mission in which 
water was found on the moon; 
however, Cottle said he was not 
involved with that study.

Cottle began working as for 
NASA in January and served as 
an aircraft commanded for his 
� rst two SOFIA � ights in August.

He said, as aircraft com-
mander, he is responsible for the 
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 Lake Geneva’s Fancy Fair Mall 
has been purchased for $1.8 mil-
lion, bringing new owners to the 
long-standing retail location.

The sale was handled by the 
Marcus & Millichap brokerage 
� rm, which specializes in invest-
ment sales. 

Located on 830 Main St., the 
14,379-square-foot mall cur-
rently houses eight retail stores 
on the � rst � oor and a vacant 
o�  ce on the second � oor, ac-
cording to Marcus & Millichap’s 
Milwaukee regional o�  ce man-

ager Todd E. Lindblom. 
Stores in the location in-

clude Galerie Matisse Ltd., Tra 
art Studio, Queen Bee Artisan 
Market, Noure’s Oriental Rug 
Gallery, New World Wine Shop, 
The Birdhouse and Bath, Body & 
Soul.

Marcus & Millichap invest-
ment specialists Je�  R. Rowlett 
and Kelly Flowers exclusively 
listed the property on behalf of 
the seller, a limited liability com-
pany which was not disclosed in 
a public press release from the 
� rm.

According to Walworth 
County Assessor data, the new 
owners of the property are listed 

Fancy Fair Mall gets new owners

STEPHANIE JONES, REGIONAL NEWS  

Tina Rendo, left, and Melissa Brown of Associated Bank, 728 Williams St., put the � nishing touches on the tree they were decorating for the 
Geneva Lake Museum’s 2020 Parade of Trees. There are 28 decorated trees on display at the museum and the public is invited to come in and 
vote on their favorite trees. The museum at 255 Mill St. in Lake Geneva is open Tuesday and Friday-Sunday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. It’s free for 
children under 18 and active military members, $8 for college students and seniors over 62, and $9 for adults. 
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 VISIT Lake Geneva has decided 
to cancel its “reverse” Lake Ge-
neva Electric Parade because of 
issues related to the coronavirus.

Stephanie Klett, president and 
CEO of VISIT Lake Geneva, sent a 
letter to City Administrator Dave 
Nord and Brian Waspi, chairper-
son for the Tourism Commission, 
Nov. 19 notifying them of the 
group’s plans to cancel the parade. 

It had originally been scheduled 
for Dec. 5 and was scheduled as a 
reverse parade to prevent people 
from lining up on the streets. In-
stead people would have driven 

by the stationary parade � oats 
and entries. 

Klett said VISIT Lake Geneva 
o�  cials agreed to cancel the pa-
rade after several of the partici-
pants decided to pull out, indi-
cating that they did not feel safe 
decorating a � oat as a group with 
the spread of the coronavirus.

“A lot of teams did not feel safe 
making their � oats,” Klett said. 
“We didn’t think about that. We 

realized there would be lots of 
people making � oats in a garage.”

Klett said several volunteers 
who were suppose to serve as 
“crowd control” workers during 
the parade also decided to cancel.

She said VISIT Lake Geneva of-
� cials also decided to cancel the 
parade because of the increasing 
number of coronavirus cases in 
Wisconsin.

“With that, we didn’t think it 

was worth it,” Klett said. “It’s not 
safe. We just had to make that de-
cision.”

As of Nov. 19, Walworth County 
had 660 active coronavirus cases, 
according to the county health de-
partment. Over the last 14-day 
period, the county was averag-
ing that about one in four COVID 
tests were coming back positive.

‘Reverse’ parade canceled 
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IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS

Main Street center 
bought for $1.8M

STEPHANIE JONES, REGIONAL NEWS  

Lake Geneva’s Fancy Fair Mall has been purchased for $1.8 million, 
bringing new owners to the long-standing retail location. 

Lake Geneva 
man works as 
pilot for NASA

Cottle

Please see PARADE, Page A7

Please see MALL, Page A7 Please see NASA, Page A7
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