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Mariachi Alas de America performs on Friday night during opening night of the Lake Geneva Taco Fest.
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Lake Geneva’s inaugural Taco Fest got
oﬀ with a bang over the weekend and a
lot of spice, complete with a jalapeno
and hot pepper eating contest.
“I love tacos,” said Lindy Pickelsimer,
of Janesville, who came to Taco Fest with
her daughter and nephew. Her nephew
sported a hat shaped like a taco for the
occasion and road the mechanical bull
as many times as he could.
The bull was a hit throughout the
night. “It was pretty scary, but still fun,”
said Sophia Navarro, 7, after riding the
bull, which was fun for kids and adults
alike.
The festival kicked oﬀ on Friday night
Please see TACO, Page A9

Legislators are calling on Gov. Tony Evers
and Wisconsin Attorney General Josh Kaul to
challenge President Joe Biden’s new mandate
that all employers with more than 100 workers must either mandate the COVID vaccine
or require weekly testing.
But Kaul defended the president’s new
vaccine requirement saying, “I applaud
President Biden for taking
this signiﬁcant step forward in the ﬁght against
COVID-19.”
Biden has ordered the Department of Labor to create
the rule that would then be
implemented by the Labor
Department’s Occupational Nass
Safety and Health Administration.
Kaul said, “If the politicians attempting to block
this new policy succeed, the
pandemic will be further
prolonged, with more lives
tragically lost, more disruption of our economy, and
more interruption of edu- August
cation. We need to put this
pandemic behind us, and vaccination is the
key to making that happen.”
But Rep. Tyler August, R- Lake Geneva
said, “In America, we do not believe in the
ability of ‘all-knowing’ government oﬃcials in Washington to sever the individual
freedoms we hold so dearly. It is disturbing
that Biden is ﬂat-out abusing his power to
trample on the civil liberties of those he is
supposed to represent. No one should have
to choose between being employed or exercising their health care freedoms.”
He called on Evers and Kaul “to stand up to
these unconstitutional acts from the federal
government.”
But he is not optimistic that Gov. Evers
will ﬁght the mandate. “Sadly, I do not have
much faith in Governor Evers’ feckless administration given their own poor record of
unconstitutional and heavy-handed behavior,” August said.
Similarly, Sen. Steve Naas, R-Whitewater, said “President Biden declared war on

Aly Matteson, 12, of Janesville, wears a taco hat at the Lake Geneva Taco Fest.

Please see MANDATE, Page A9

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

Audit requested for BID, allegations made about past mismanagement
DENNIS HINES

dhines@lakegenevanews.net

A forensic audit could be conducted on the Lake Geneva Business Improvement District’s
ﬁnances in the near future after
misconduct has been alleged.
Members of the Lake Geneva
City Council unanimously approved, Sept. 13, to have a forensic
audit conducted on the Business
Improvement District’s ﬁnances
and to send out request for proposals to obtain bids and help

determine how
much an audit
would cost.
City aldermen
are set to discuss
potential
costs
and funding options for the audit
Condos
during the Oct. 5
ﬁnance, licensing
& regulation committee meeting.
The Lake Geneva Business Improvement District is requesting
the City of Lake Geneva conduct

a forensic audit into the BID’s ﬁnances from the past ﬁve years
and for the city to pay for the audit.
Spyro Condos, president of
the Business Improvement District Board, requested that the
city conduct the audit because
of alleged mismanaged funds
that have occurred within the
organization during the past few
years before he joined the board
following the April 2020 mayor
election.

Background
Sean Payne, who was BID
president before Condos, said he
doesn’t think the audit is necessary.
“I wish they would call me and
ask what they are looking for,”
Payne said by phone to the Regional News when called for comment on the audit.
When he left the BID in May
2020, he said there was about
$80,000 in the BID account so he
doesn’t know where this missing

money comes from. A September 2020 Regional News story
stated that at the Sept. 8, 2020,
BID meeting City Comptroller
Karen Hall told the board that if
the group spends no more than
$75,000 for the rest of 2020, there
could be a positive year-end fund
balance of $10,000.
At that same meeting, the
comptroller told the board that
the BID had a negative fund
Please see AUDIT, Page A9
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