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Short-term rental property owners in Lake Geneva may soon be required
to install a key box system
to provide city
workers
with easier access
to their
properties
in
case of
an emergency.
Hartz
T h e
city
of
Lake Geneva is considering
requiring people who rent
their homes to short-term
visitors to have a Knox Box
system installed outside
the building in case a city
inspector or other emergency worker needs to get
inside.
A Knox Box is a small
security vault that contains
keys to a building, commonly used by real estate
brokers to get inside unoccupied properties for sale.
Under the city’s plan,
city workers would have a
master key to open all boxes on short-term rentals in
emergency situations.
Doug Wheaton, a member of the Lake Area Realtors Association board,
said he is concerned with
the proposal, because it
would allow a city inspector to enter a person’s
property at any time without notice.

TOWN OF RICHMOND
— A family is feeling an outpouring of community support after ﬁre destroyed the
family’s home and all their
possessions just a few days
before Christmas.
The home of Daniel and
Rachel DePorter was gutted by ﬁre on the evening
of Dec. 18 at N6651 Lake
Lorraine Road in the town
of Richmond, near Whitewater.
The DePorters and their
three children were unharmed — they were not
home when the ﬁre started
— but they lost everything
in the blaze, including a
family dog.
“It was really mindnumbing,” next-door neighbor Susan Miller said. “It
was just tragic, right before
Christmas.”
The DePorters, who
could not be reached for
comment, are staying with
relatives while they recover
from the tragedy.
Almost immediately after the ﬁre, people began
rallying around the family with oﬀers of assistance
from Richmond, Whitewater and other surrounding
communities.
Two Whitewater restaurants — Topper’s Pizza and
Culver’s — held fundraisers
for the family.
At Big Foot High School
in Walworth, the school
held a fundraiser to help
the DePorters during a Dec.
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TOWN OF LINN —
Meghan McEneany, 18, has
been a cheerleader, stage actress, downhill skier, horseback rider, fashion show
performer and now, a pageant winner.
She also uses a wheelchair.
On Nov. 17, the town of
Linn resident told her story
to an audience of 150 people
at the 2018 Miss RemarkAble pageant in Janesville.
“As you can see, I’m in
a wheelchair,” she told the
crowd in a video-recorded
presentation. “But it doesn’t
stop me from doing the
things I love.”
Meghan has been diagnosed with a leukodystro-

Meghan McEneany dons her crown and sash after winning
the Miss RemarkAble 2018 pageant for women with disabilities. (Contributed photo/Regional News)
phy, a rare genetic disorder
that aﬀects her brain and
disrupts her nervous system.
The Miss RemarkAble

pageant is intended to celebrate women like Meghan
— women who live with disabilities, but who overcome

their obstacles to achieve a
joyous life.
“It was such a feel-good
event,” said Susan McEneany, Meghan’s mother.
“There were so many magical moments.”
At the pageant, Meghan
showed the audience how
she perseveres day after day
to fulﬁll her ambitions. She
attends school, she works a
job, and she pursues a variety of extracurricular activities.
At the end of the day,
Meghan was crowned Miss
RemarkAble, leaving her
and her family pleasantly
surprised.
“I just thought it would
be nice to be involved and be
a participant,” her mother
said. “Holy cow, we were
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A firefighter is shown at
the scene Dec. 18 of a fire
that destroyed a home in
the town of Richmond.
(Contributed photo/Regional
News)
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Emergency crews
inspect an overturned
vehicle Dec. 28 on
Jefferson Avenue near
Price Street in Lake
Geneva, after the driver
apparently careened off
a tree and rolled over.
Police said there were
no serious injuries in
the traffic incident, the
cause of which remained under investigation. (Photos by Scott
Williams/Regional
News)
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