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UW realizes title dream
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DETROIT — They sat in their
cramped, hot dressing room at Joe
Louis Arena Sunday afternoon with
lumps in their throats, tears in their

es and a sense of determination

profound that their_innermost
f!ellngs simply could not be dis

“nm walked around the locker
room and looked in everyone's
eyes,” said Tom Sagissor, the out-
spoken senior wing on the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin hockey team. *
saw 4 Jot of heart, saw a lot of dig-
nity, a lot of pnnn 1 saw guys who
wanted to W

One man's vision has never been

more keen,

ed on the combination

of talent, a strong spirit of friend-
ship and the firm belief thai they
would not be denied after two near
misses, the Badgers whipped Col-
gate, 73, to win the National Col
legiate Athletic Association fitle.
A season that began on Labor
Day and ended on April Fool's Day
produced a 36-0-1 record and the
fifth national _championship in
was the second
title under Coach Jeff Saver and
first since 1983,
Jo scored three goals,
the once-comatose playoff power
clicked four times and an
ol ki it e

Inughﬂr. quicker and more experi-

than the opponent were the
pnmary reasons why many piteh-
ers, steins and toasts were ex-
changed along State Street Sunday
nigh

Chris Taneill, the tournament’s
most valuable player, Gary Shu-
chuk, Dennis Snedden and Rob An-
dringa accounted for the other
goals for Wisconsin, which surged
to a 4-1 lead after one period and
kept its distance.

Duane Derksen recorded 21
saves and got considerable assist-
ance from a seemingly fearless set
of defensemen who limited the Re
Raiders (31-6-1) o 10 shots on goal
in the first two perio

The championship culminated a
season that started with seven sen
fors — Sagissor, Byce, Tancill, Shu-
chuk, Rob Mendel, Mark Osiecki
and Steve Rohlik — designating
Sunday as their target date. Along
the way they won the Western Col-
legiate Hockey Association regular-
seiscn and playolf titles, responded

he pressure by winning 18 of
iheir laxt 20 garmes, (1B-11) and
buried the memaries of punching
kil ltie NCM quarterfinals in
1988 a

Berm Fndis s 21 semifinal

victory over Baston College, Tan-
o nearbv Livenia, offered a

stirring speech.

Sunday, it was Sagissor, Andrin-

ga, Roblik and Sean Hill who had
their say. The prevailing theme
“We love you guys, so let’s do it to-
gether like we've been doing it all
vear,” Rohlik said

Some guys gave sentimential
peeches and 1 can't take that stull
very well” said Derksen, who said
he iried (0 hide the tears by burying
his head in a towel. “I think every
one on our team could make an
emotional speech and everyone
would ery

“We knew we had one mare goal
to finish, and if we didn't do i, it
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Now, UW
torch is
Sauer’s

DETROIT — The sports history books
say the coaching change was made in

82, but the real transfer of power in the
University of Wisconsin hockey program
may well have occurred late Sunday
afternoon when Bob Johnson, television
Interviewer, congratulated Jeff Sauer, the
UW coach, on winning the national
championship

Up until Sunday when the Badgers — a
team assembled by Sauer and his coaching
staff — beat Colgate, 7-3, to win their fifth
National Callegiate Athletic Association
hockey title, the perception nationally and
in some loeal quarters was it remained in
the shadow of Badger Bob's program.

No more.
— “It feels like a
COMMENTARY  ton is off my
wulders,” Saver
said “In terms of
what has gane on
over the course of
time and how this
developed, 1 have
really felt a lot of
pressure. 1 m: all
year we ha
Ehance to do win
this and 1 really
tried to keep my
own personal feelings away from the team
because that's not the way you win
“But 1 think this accomplishment
shows that we have finally arrived as a
staff and as a team
Saver has a ring on his finger that says
be coached the 1983 national champions,
but he'll be the first to admit he didn't feel
a part of that team, a collection of skilled
athletes who were recruited by Johnson
“This year, he’ll eherish the ring and the
‘memories
“1 have a lotof respect for the guys in
aver said outside an
'W locker room at Joe Louis
‘They have a lot of class and
I be that way when
they relurn 20 years from now for &
reunion
Down the hall, Johnson congratulated
his son Peter, Sauer's assistant coach, and
spoke of the job his successor did
“An outslanding job,” Johnson said
“You can tell the players enjoy each other.
1 like the chemistry. A lot of times you
have 20 good players and you don't win
because of the chemistry. They have more
than 20 good players and deserved to win."
Johnson said he told his former
assistant coach it wouldn't be as easy
coaching at Wisconsin as people thought
We Lalked when he took the job and 1
told bim we'd always be compared
Johnson said. “I'm glad Jrl‘h-nn because
this is his team and his coaching staff
“1 think his toughest decision was when
be let my assistant coach, Grant
Standbrook, go. He was a good recruiter
and a good hackey person. But 1 think a
coach should have his own staff and his
own players, but those decisions are

Sauer admitted letting Standbrook go
three years ago was the {oughesi decision
of his eight-year lenure, “because there
were o ot o riendshipeatfcted by that
move.” But philosophically, ed
a stal to recruit the type of plmrs that
formed the chemistry of the

champions. He feels comfo with
Mike Kemp, Peter Johnson, Bill Howard
and lan Perrin.

“1 never felt this staff got the respect
that it deserved.” Saver said. 1 just can't
tell you how pleased this makes me.”

In exorcising the demons that said UW
hockey had gone sour, the Badgers left no
doubt they were the best in the country
They went 16-1-1 down the stretch. They
beat the best teams in their league (North
Dakota and Minnesota) in the last two
weeks of the regular season fo win the
WCHA title. They beat Minnesota to win
the WCHA playoff title and they beat the
three best teams in the East — Mai
Boston College and Colgate — to win their
fifth national championship

“They're an awful good team.” said
Johnson whose 1977 team is the only UW
squad to win more than the 36 victories
these Badgers collected

And they are Sauer's team. A national
¢ Ampionship teafy
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By Andy Baggot
eporter

Late Sunday af-

uchuk took ver-
bal pen in hand and scrawled per-
haps the most fitting epitaph for
possibly ihe besi feam ever to
play hockey at the University of
Wisconsin

“We're 20 guys — 20 friends —
that played together, went out
gether, did everylhing together,
Shuchuk said

Especially win.

So it was Sunday when {he
Badgers defeated Colgate, 7-3, to
claim the National Collegiate Ath-

Association championship.

huchuk, the team’s leading
scorer, is one of seven seniors in
the starting lineup that together
formed the heart, soul and direc-
tion for ms club. They made win-
ning the title the team
Joal back In September, and ol
lowed through in thoroughly en-
tertaining fashion

In addition to the NCAA title —
the fifth in sehool history, but first
since 1983 — UW won the Western
Collegiate Hockey Association
regular-season title for the first
time in 13 seasons and captured
its second u\cm plagolf trophy in
three seaso

The Hadgers' 369-1 record s
the second best in school history
(the 1976-77 national champions

Sophomore defenseman Sean Hil hokds the sign that says i allas he and his Badgers teammates iy went 37-71)

o
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Together, these
Badgers won it

For the seniors, it was gratify-
ng

‘Twenty years from now when
we see each other we'll look down
at everyone's hands (al com
memoralive rings) and remember
this. Remember that this is the

eatest feeling we'll ever have
Shuchuk, John Bye

Tom Sagissor and Chris Tancill
comprise this very unique collec-
tion of seniors. Together they have
made a huge difference.
The seniors made the job
Coach Jeff Saver said “It's
been the easiest coaching year
I've had. Never had to make a bed
check. Never had to worry about
the guvs on the weekend Never
had to worry about the guys off
the ice, When you have kids like
that with character and who do
ou, it makes it a

Those traits are evident in
their actions and words. They
have made this team @ family
and at the same time made win-
ning hal much sweeler

“You're going o hear & lot
aboiit the seriors being the reason
why we won, but the l!lhl'rnsu}\
who dressed are jus
s team.” Shachek sad. "They
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fory over Denver In the
Assoclation

8 1973 ~ A gudl by Deon Tokatous with § sec
left sends mﬁdm\mumcrﬂ'ne
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el 65, In Boston Gorden, rendering he 42 vic-

National Colegiate Athietic
tie game cimost anticlimactic.
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UW's Mark Osiecki, left, fights with Goigate's Bob Haddock for puck. wnlrmrevpm&amveanugnmmnuambemm
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Defense will determine who’s Final One

DENVER (AP} — When the nets are cut
down following tonight's National Colle
ate Athletic Association championship
game, a few things will be certain
Either Nevada-Las Vegas or Duke will
have won its first national title; a lot of
points will have been scored; and some of

| the best man-to-man defense in the game

will have been played (Ch. 3 will carry the
CBS broadcast at #; tipolf is 814 pm.).
“Both teams will play great defense but
1 don't think it will be a low-scoring game.
UNLY Coach Jerry Tarkanian said Sunday
the eve of his first title game in three trips

w similar are the on-court styles of
Duke (26-8) and UNLV (34-5)? About as dif-
ferent as the off-court images of the two
schools

For the past eight years. pext to UNLV
Duke has been my favorite team,” Tarka
nian said “Their defense is very similar 1o
ours and we're probably the only two teams
1 can think of still playing the type of de-
figme we do. We pressure the ball at§alf.

1990

court. deny the lead pass and front the post
There aren't very many teams doing that

Duke Coach Mike Krzyzewski, making
his second championship appearance for a
school 07 in title games, agrees with Tar-
Kanian.

We both have real good ball pressure,
be said. *They look a little different but are
preity much the same defenses.”

The offenses are close with Dije aver-

aging 89.5 per game and UNLV at 932, but
defense is what got these teams here
Second-ranked UNLV, the [
team to reach the Final Four,
waited until the second half against Geor-
gia Tech on Saturday before giving a defen
sive Ulmt‘ m lll 90-81 semifinal victory.
" Rebels smothered Keany
Anderson ind bothéred Decas Sco! enongh
to overcome a seven-paint deficit
Fifteenth-ranked Duke wore down Ar-
kansas, outscoring the Razorbacks, 249
over the last 7 minutes in the §7-83 semifi-
nal victory
Both teams had foul trouble on Saturday
and neither can afford it tonight with the
mile-high altitude of Denver being such a
factor in the players’ stamina
balanced scoring attack is defi-
nitely a strength of ours,” Duke's Phil Hen-
derson said.

Most of the Duke opportunities are
created by freshman point guard Bobby
Haurley, who was forced to leave the Arkan
sas game because of stomigeh troubles.

Babby's in bed trying to get well
Krzyzewski said. “He'l be fine by game
time. I think it was a change in the enviro-
ment and the fact that he's 18 years old and
playing in same big games. We gave him
some chicken soup and o humidifier and
told him to stay in

UNLV's Anderson Hunt will have some-
thing for Hurley tonight — some of the
toughest defense he's ever faced

Hunt was the man who shut down Ander-
son and he plans the same style for Hurley

11l keep him in front of me like | mn

Kenny Anderson last night and |
make his own mistakes,” Hunt said

The most exciting NCAA tournament —
23 games decided by three points or Jess —
is going to come down to defense

“There's no secret the way the game is
g 10 g0 UNLV ceet Lacry Johason

Raid “The caly seeret Is wha's golag to wia
20 we'l find out (onight)
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