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BADGERS 20, BUCKEYES 17

Wisconsin State Journa!

Senior Nick Davis has s
receptions in his best
performance for UW in
WO seasons.

By Tom Mulhern
‘Wisconsin State Journal

COLUMBUS, Ohio — It was
a different Nick Davis on the
fleld for the University of Wis-
consin football team on Satur-
day and it didn't take lang for
everybody 1o notice.
t out of the chute, one
of the (assistant) coaches said.
IRt et e
. Gethim he all 15
By ta car
coach Ban’y M\- ez said
And just like that, the funk
that enveloped the senior wide
receiver and kick retumer for
more than a year seemed (0
vanis
In his best overall game
since his saphomore season,
Davis caugt ix pases for 50
yards, including a jard
touchdown in UW "‘ﬂ l vice
tory aver Ohio State. He also
returned two punts for 35
yards.

Davis awakens

with big game

‘I could tell he was into this
game during the week,” UW of-

e was on o mis-

just gOIng {0 g0 ot
play.’

Davis agreed that he was on
amission. *And the mission
was Just 10 go out there and
play my fanny off.” he said.

I stanted last Sunday, the
day afier UW's demoralizing

63-32 loss to Indiana. “1 wasn't
worried about the litle things
this week,” Davis sald It was

just a matter of me going out
and fargetting about every
thing else and concentrating
on one thing.

The one thing was playing
foorball, and nothing else mat-
tered: not all the problerns he
endured last season, when he
was suspended four games for
two unrelated incidents, and
not his failure 10 be a bigger
part of the offense this season.
The past was nothing but an

t his shoe.

vthing behind you,
squash everything, just stcp on
it and just look forward to play-

JOHN MANAGIWS)

isway 2 2 rd

nmmmhumuaqmsum

ing a different week.” said
Davis, who also had an 18-yard
Kickoff return.

It's hard to say why Davis
was not able to do this earler.
Perhaps it was the finality of
cntering the second half of his
senior season taking hold of
him. of like now or
never,” he said. “That's the
mentality you have to take
game in and game out from
this point an."

It helped that quarterback
Brooks Bollinger went to Davis
early, including a 5-yard com-
pletion on m. “h onthe
second poss

"Sometimes tjust takes a

lay to do that to someone,”
Bollinger said of getting Davis
going. “As a wide receiver
when you're not getting the
ball, be kind of feels like he has
trouble g nnguunmsgume

Davis' biggest play came on
the Bust v ofthe secund
half. With Ohio State blitzing a
safety and linebacker up the
middle, Davis got great inside
position on a slant, pulling
away from comerback Cie
Grant.

“He was really focused and
ceanked up,” Alvare said, “He
was big time. . .. Hopefully
that will ghve him momenium
10 g0 the rest of the year

The Badgers defense gets
untracked in the second

half to stifle Ohio State.

Anderson
Wisconsn State Journal

for 90 minutes of action, the
University of Wisconsin foot-
ball team's defense finally
mlde its retum late Sat

Hhrmgllkedlm&'!l
y Indiana last week
g 189 yards in the.

ﬁf?um hio Sme the

dwnmth mdhl.ll. -

‘Ten Conference game at Ohio
Stadium.
The statistical wnaround

lnthat s quarterstetch
st the Hoosiers and Ohio
State, he Bacgers llowed 8
whopping 820 yards, with 574
of those yards coming on the
ground.n thefina 30 minuses
Saturday,
et Total yards iclud-
a net of minus-4 yards

Turnabout is good play

could do.

“Mare than adjustments. we
weren't geting off blocks and
we a

rubbed off a lot of stuff, and |
don't know how yo
justments to tackle beter

uarters quickly found them-
quarters quickly

® UW shut down Ohio State
ing backs jonathan Wells
and Lydell Ross, most notably
by deending the Buckeyes
tackle-over™ play that worked

il ety on, Wells ruhed or
52 yards on 18 carries in
first half and had 14 vnn!s on

siz attempos in the second half

Saturday.
¥ the Badgers’ 20-17 victary.

“We just had to play our type
of football. play our brand: Hit
‘em in the mouth, get

blocks and make plays,” Bad-

de Wendell

times for 56
mlds oeiee G o only3
yards on six carries thereafter.
he lack of a running
game forced the o
010 the air with much-
gned senior quarterback
Steve Bellisari, who continued
10 struggle. He was 6-for-12
passing for 68 yards in the sec.
nd half and was sacked lhmt
times for 17

yards.

‘Bryan said.

Bryant and his mates up
front made plenty of plays.

In addition to starters Bry
ant, Delante McGrew, Chuck
‘Smith and Ben Herbert, youn-

ger players such as Nick Co-

hatt il Ersamacs James,
Jonathan Welsh and Anttaj
Huwthome made contribu
tians as UW rotated its defen-

sive linemen and turned the
tables by wearing down the
Buckeyes' mammath offensive
line, which averages 309
pounds.

“I think being able to rotate
guys and having fresh bodies
out there, especially when their
offensive line was wearing

ing,” Bry-
ant said. “They can step in and
they can play. And I think they
did today. | think they served
notice that they are here.”

P

Continued from Page DY

shocking, probably,” UW coach
Barry Alvarez said of Come-
ma
" Granted, Bollinger was mak

The Badgers (4-3 overall, 2-1
in the Big Ten Conference)
showed what they are about,
and likely salvaged their fast
sinking bowl hopes, with a
dominating second-half pe:
formance before 103,520 lam
a1 Ohio Stadium.

“You've got to give credit o
the group of guys in that (UW)
locker room and then the
r said. “After

coaches.” Bolliny
10 Cincingai and i we e hrough las
Wi B sl v ek and suilgoing bad ight
bya veteran team iy cary n the game, | think
m-hdm;::lw chamrlul'lbew\snm
Mok people realized then o
we had a preuty good (eam (in Italso helped to get another
1999),” Alvarez said. e et Ee
whole offensive line is hosts. Two years ago, it was a
in the NFL and you've got the  fumble by Michael Wiley 1o
Heisman Trophy winner (tail- .umrusuumsn.lr The Bad
back Ron Dayne) lined up back two plays later 1o
» pull'd!!hm 17-12, changing the

game’s momentum

“This time, it was a decision
by Ohio State junior punier
Andy Groom 10 try and run
aiter a slightly wide snap on
fousth-and-20 near the end of
the first half. It appeared
Groom could have gotien off a
punt. but he was snuffed after
al

gain.
“Thank you, whoever you
were, I'm going to send you

some doughnuts,” Anelli said
of Groom. “That was huge for
et

‘When freshman
thany Davis — back
with 103 yards after missing
the Indiana game with an in-
jury — did gt fob eeping

balance on & 23-
touchdown run Tt gt
end on the next play,
gers trailed 17-7 and had -

e.
“That was just like getting

goal on the final play of the
half that made it 17-6. “It gave
us momentum and now you
can se light at the end of the
wnnel.”

Bollinger, who had his sec-
unn umwll 200-yard passing
-2 for 202 yards),
adesure UW ek the
mentum. beating a middle blitz

slant on the
‘opening secand-half drive 1o
make it 17-14.

But the second half, more
than anything else. belonged to
much-maligned UW de-
fense. The Buckeyes scored on
their first three possessions in
building the 17-0 lead behind
their physical nmning game:

~

A!\rr rushing for 125 yards in
he first half, they were held 10

i the second half.
T knew and they knew and
the coaches knew that they

were better than they play
last week. ” Bolinger said of the
defensive players. “They ki

they could stand up to any-
one.”

Without a running game in
the second half, Ohio State had
10 turn o erratic quarterback
Steve Bellisari, who completed
10 0f 21 passes for 132 yar

ie

fous fimes
A 30-yard pass from Boll
inger 10 Lee Evans, who made
a terrific catch reaching back
over comesback Derek Rass,
set up a game- tying 25-yard
field goal by Neuser early in
the fouirth quarter

Bollinger. given protection
all game, also hit Evans for a
35-yard completion to start the
winning drive. Neuser, who
earfier missed his first field-
goal attempt from 35 yards,
was knocked down &
watched the gan

ugh

o
the job you re here (1a do).”

pressure, but you'

Botched punt
kick-starts UW

By Eric Anderson
and Tom Oates
Wisconsin State Joutnal

COLUMEUS, Ohio — Just
as it did in the University of
Wisconsin's comeback win at
Ohio Stadium in 1999, mo-
mentum in Saturday’s 20-17
UW victory turned on a spe
cial teams play: the decision
by Ohio State junior punter
Andy Groom to run with the
ball on a botched punt at
tempt deep in Buckeyes terri-
tory late in the first half

Ohio State was facing a

2
yard line when Mike Jacobs’
snap was slightly off-line. UW
had three players — David
Braun, Chris Catalano and fim
Leanhard — coming in from
the punier's right side as it
tried to block the punt, but
there was no cansensus as 1o
whether they would have had

d shot at blocking it if
Groom had kicked it.
T think we did," said Braun,

Catalano tackl
Groom after a 1-yard gais
was pretty shoeked that he ac
twally decided 10 run.
Everyone agreed it shifted
the momentum in UW’s di
rection. Trailing 17-0, the
‘Badgers took over at the Ohio.
Sate 23 with 33 seconds el
in the half. Anthony Davis
pmmpu, nprd offa touch-
uw's

smng of 20 su
“He felt if he mm:rd it, i
was going to be blo
Ohio State coach Jim Tl
said of Groom. *His momen-
v ing €xcmd the
comer. He wanted to try o
{ake the comer, We have 0
make decisions as we go.

Watson breaks leg

ll[rspokesmm
said Watson broke the tibia
and possibly the fibula in his
rlshl leg and would spend the
t at the Ohio State Med-
Lc Center.

“I could see he broke his
leg”conch Banry Alvares s
“That was a bad fracture.”

As the Badgers celebrated
after the game, their thoughts
were on Watson

*1 wasn't dancing on the
", | was praying on the ‘
tight end Mark Anelli said. “1

t down on my knees and |
was thanking Ged for this op-

poctiniy A praying for
B phon Watson

As Anelli was kneeli
was holding the hand o
State linebacker Fred Pagac
Ir.. who suffered a broken leg
agalnst UW two years ago.
Saturday was Pagac's first
start since that game.

Davis back on track
Anmnn) Davis :nimus it
e grass,” the
Al St

he
Ohio

s, any cushion helps. Davis,
who missed Last week's loss
10 Indiana because of the

against one of the: wnler-
ence’s defenses. Hi
23-yard

ter ;
lown run um

t half cut
State’s lead 1 17-7.

Huge homecoming
Junior wide receiver Lec
Evans missed the game the
st me UV vsted L home
e Bedford, Ohio, na
uv! was. nul with an ankle
jury and watched the game an
television back in Madison.

“It was terrible,” he said
“This time, Evans was the
ane worth watching, He made
Just three catches, but the
went for 92 yards. Two of

touchdowns, including a
highlight-reel grab up and
over comerback Derek Ross
ate in the third quarter as UW
drove and tied the game at 17

“More or less, the way they
do itis man-on-man,” said
Evans, who hauled in a 35
yard pass from Bollinger on
Ih:‘ first pm- of the Badgers’

- goal dive. “Ii's

e e e things,
you know, just you and him
going out there and playing,”

Disrespectful dancing?
After the game, UW players
briefly celebrated by high-
fiving and jumping up and
down at midield. That
the ph\‘LhmrE((iy on the *0”
painted on the field, but Alva
e players were not
dancing an the emblem on

urpose.
‘The topic has become a
wouchy one in the rivalry —

o the deed by celbraiing
midfield after
7icsory  Carzp
Randall Stadium last year.
1 dhink vt

was they spilled of
lines and guys are celebrating
and you just go on o the ‘0.
* Alvarez said. "It was not o
mean any disrespect 10 any-
body, I'll guarantee you that

Evans, who had said during
the week that UW players
probably would dance on the
*0” if they won Saturday, had
a similar comment.

Extra points

UW became the first team
10 win games at Penn State
and Ohio State in the same
season since Penn State
joined the Big Ten in 1993,
It was a day of milestones for
Bollinger — he surpassed
3,000 passing yards for his ca
reer, moved mio seventh
place at UW for completions
with 234 and s now ted for
fourth in school history with

arter-

1t
back, iiSmll Wille didn't
make the wip because of a leg
injury suffered last week.

Copyright © 2026 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



