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Keep your cool
EPA proposal to phase out coolant 
gases to save climate   NATION, A2

Courts
Man arrested with 133 
grams of meth   LOCAL, A6

Rodgers saga
Gutekunst could use Thompson’s advice   SPORTS, B1

TODD RICHMOND

Associated Press 

MADISON — A man who 
shot and killed two people and 
wounded a third at a north-
eastern Wisconsin tribal casino 
restaurant had been fi red from 
the eatery and ordered by a 
court to leave his former super-
visor alone, according to court 
records.

Bruce Pofahl, 62, walked into 
the Duck Creek Kitchen and Bar 
in Green Bay on Saturday and 
shot Ian Simpson, 32, and Jacob 
Bartel, 35, at a wait station at 
close range with a 9 mm handgun 
as dozens of patrons looked on, 
Brown County Sheriff  Todd De-
lain said Monday during a news 
conference in Green Bay.

Pandemonium erupted inside 
the complex, the sheriff  said. As 
people were yelling and scream-
ing, Pofahl went outside and shot 
another restaurant employee, 
28-year-old Daniel Mulligan, the 
sheriff  said. A team of Green Bay 
police offi  cers opened fi re on Po-
fahl moments later, killing him.

Mulligan was in serious but 
stable condition at a Milwaukee 
hospital on Monday, Delain said. 
The sheriff  defended the offi  cers’ 
decision to fi re on Pofahl, saying 
“certainly this individual was a 
threat.”

The restaurant is part of an 
Oneida Nation hotel, casino and 
conference center complex on 
the tribe’s reservation just west 
of the city of Green Bay. The 
complex employs 150 to 200 
people.

Pofahl’s supervisor at the 
restaurant, Elizabeth Walker, 
took out a restraining order 
against him in March, online 
court records show.

She wrote in her petition that 
Pofhal had recently been fi red 
for “a few things, including ha-
rassment,” and had been sending 
her texts and emails threatening 
her and her family for several 
weeks. One message read “times 
(sic) up” and another warned he 

A teacher who shows how 
much “she adores her kids,” a 
cook who “keeps not only bel-
lies full but hearts full, too,” and 
a teacher assistant who works 
with “a special kind of grace” 
have been honored with special 
grants from the La Crosse Public 

Education Foundation (LPEF).
Honored in surprise visits on 

Monday were:
  Anna Jordan, a teacher at 

SOTA I (School of Technology & 
Arts I), a public charter elemen-
tary school serving kindergarten 
through Grade 5 and based at 

Hamilton School.
  Roxanne Hicke, a school 

nutrition employee at Lincoln 
Middle/SOTA II/Coulee Mon-
tessori.  

  Heath Bornheimer, a 
teacher assistant at Northside 
Elementary/Coulee Montessori.

These employees were chosen 
from among more than 130 staff  
members who were nominated 
by colleagues, parents, students 
and community members for 
recognition as a “Shining Star” 

3 ‘Shining Stars’

Casino 
shooter 
was fired 
employee

STEVE RUNDIO

La Crosse Tribune 

A La Crosse County man has been 
added to the list of people accused 
of illegally entering the U.S. Capi-
tol building during a Jan. 6 riot that 
challenged the certifi cation of Elec-
toral College votes.

Abram Markofski of La Crosse 
County and Brandon Nelson of 

Dane County made initial federal 
court appearances Monday after-
noon. A criminal complaint charges 
both with entering/ remaining in a 
restricted area, disorderly and dis-
ruptive conduct in a restricted area, 
violent entry/disorderly conduct 
and demonstrating inside a capitol 
building.

The complaint says an anony-
mous tipster alerted investigators to 
the presence of Nelson, who was in-
terviewed by FBI agents Jan. 18. He 
admitted to being inside the Capitol 
with Markofski. Investigators ver-
ifi ed Markofski’s presence with an 

email address tied to a phone num-
ber he uses. The mobile device con-
nected to the email was present in 
an area within the Capitol between 
2:15-3:41 p.m.

Markofski and Nelson traveled 
together to Washington, D.C., Jan. 
5 to hear then-President Donald 
Trump speak the following morn-
ing. After listening to the speech, 
Markofski and Nelson were part of 
a crowd that marched to the Capitol 
building.

The complaint says Nelson told 
investigators that he and Markofski 
walked up the stairs of the Capitol 

and were guided in by police. Nel-
son said they were inside the Cap-
itol for about 40 minutes.

Markofski reportedly gave in-
vestigators a diff erent version of 
what Capitol police told them. He 
said an offi  cer inside said, “I can’t 
make you guys leave. However, for 
your safety, you should leave.”

More than 400 people have been 
charged with federal crimes during 
the riot, which sought to overturn 
the count of electoral votes that 
confi rmed Joe Biden’s victory over 
Trump in the 2020 presidential 
election. 

Local man charged in riot

LAURA GODDEN AND EVELYN GAUNT

For the Tribune  

The city’s Heritage Preserva-
tion Commission (HPC) recently 
released a list of buildings identi-
fi ed as La Crosse’s Most Endan-
gered Historic Places in 2021.

This new annual initiative 
intends to raise awareness and 
encourage the preservation of 
structures potentially at risk of 
irreparable damage or demoli-
tion due to neglect, natural di-
saster or redevelopment.

The seventh, eighth and ninth 
properties on this year’s list of 
10 are a row of three American 
Foursquares with Prairie-style 
detailing on the 1200 block of 
Vine Street.

These structures, built 

between 1917 and 1919, are some 
of the last remaining original 
residences in a neighborhood 
now dominated by large apart-
ment complexes.

An iconic row of American Foursquares

PETER THOMSON, LA CROSSE TRIBUNE 

Tom and Jean Thompson applaud Roxanne Hicke on Monday for her exceptional work on the nutrition staff  at Lincoln Middle School after 
recognizing her as one of three “Shining Star” employees in the La Crosse School District. Hicke was also awarded a grant by the Thompsons 
from their La Crosse Public Education Foundation endowment fund.
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A photo from the criminal 
complaint identifi es Abram 
Markofski, left, and Brandon 
Nelson inside the U.S. Capitol.

La Crosse resident 

accused of illegally 

entering U.S. Capitol

Teacher, cook, teaching 

assistant win awards 

in La Crosse schools
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