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EMILY PYREK

La Crosse Tribune  

Local hospitals are seeing the 
impact of rising coronavirus case 
rates, with both Gundersen Health 
System and Mayo Clinic Health 
System experiencing increased 
patient volumes. 

Gundersen has reported that 
across its sites between 40 to 50 
COVID patients are being hospi-
talized on a given day and states 
“many” are unvaccinated. Coro-
navirus inpatients, Gundersen 
notes, “need more staff  and more 
resources than an average patient.”

Mayo states that its locations 
are seeing both a rise in COVID 
patients and general hospitaliza-
tions. Since August, Mayo’s acute 
care capacity has ranged between 
81-100% on an average day, with 
COVID patients making up be-
tween 15-20% of acute care or ICU 
patients. 

“Mayo Clinic is using predic-
tive modeling to stay ahead of the 
situation with COVID-19 and are 
constantly assessing our capacity 
and capabilities to determine our 
admitting capacity. Our bigger 
concern is the anticipated ongoing 
challenges in meeting the needs of 
all patients, including those with-
out COVID-19,” Mayo stated. “Our 
staff  are doing an exemplary job 
in providing this care, and we are 
moving aggressively to address 
staffi  ng shortages to provide our 
staff  needed assistance and relief.”

Both hospitals stress the im-
portance of vaccination, for which 
individuals age 12 and older are 
eligible, and standard prevention 
practices. 

“Be part of the solution to one of 
the greatest public health eff orts 
of our lifetime,” Gundersen says. 
“Vaccination is an incredible feat 
of modern medicine that works 
with the body’s immune system 
to provide the best protection 
against severe illness, hospitaliza-
tion and death. COVID-19 vacci-
nation combined with masking, 
distancing and hand hygiene at 
work, school and any indoor, pub-
lic spaces signifi cantly lowers your 
risk of COVID-19 infection.”

As of Monday, the Wisconsin 
Hospital Association reported 
1,056 COVID patients being hos-
pitalized statewide, including 327 
in the ICU. For the same day, those 
numbers in Western Wisconsin 
were 53 and 8, respectively. 

Emily Pyrek can be reached at emily.
pyrek@lee.net.

OLIVIA HERKEN

La Crosse Tribune  

After the blue baby face of a 
sculpture was stolen from out-
side La Crosse City Hall over the 
weekend, offi  cials are condemn-
ing the theft.

The La Crosse Arts Board re-
leased a statement Tuesday, a 
day after the piece of artwork 
was found, saying it “denounces 
the act of willful damage” to the 
artwork, titled “Hatched Baby.”

“We urge those who partici-
pated in these acts of vandalism 
to come forward so we may be-
gin the process of restoring this 
work of art now that the stolen 
portion has been recovered,” the 
board said. “Regardless of one’s 
opinion of a work of art, theft 
and vandalism are unaccept-
able.” 

The face of the statue, which 
was created by an artist from La 
Crosse’s German sister city, in-
cludes a cracked egg shell with a 
blue baby head emerging from it.

Police reported seeing it dis-
membered early Sunday morn-
ing, and photos of the stolen face 

emerged on social media later 
that day. A homeowner reported 
fi nding the sculpture in their 
yard early Monday morning, and 
it has since been returned to the 
city, though there are currently 
no suspects in the theft. 

The Arts Board addressed 
the public’s mixed feelings on 
the sculpture, which has been 
sitting on the southeast side of 
city hall since 2018. After reports 
of the weekend’s incident, many 
comments fl ooded online from 

people saying they weren’t upset 
the sculpture had went missing.

“When art exists in the public 
sphere, it is subject to scrutiny, 
risk and sometimes outrage, and 
our community can support en-
thusiastic debate on this topic,” 
the board said.

“Works of art do not solely 
need to elicit feelings of joy. 
Art can evoke sadness, anger, 
thoughtfulness, and a myriad 
of other feelings. It is for the 
observer to distinguish their 

thoughts and feelings about the 
work of art,” the board said.

In addition, the board said 
that there are moments when re-
moval of public art is warranted 
through an offi  cial process, such 
as the removal of the controver-
sial Hiawatha statue last year, or 
removals of Confederate statues 
happening around the country.

“These examples exist in a 
completely diff erent context and 
it is important to point out the 
diff erence between the crimes of 
theft and vandalism and planned 
dismantling of biased monu-
ments,” the board said. 

‘Baby’ abductors asked to confess

Hospitals 
seeing rise 
in COVID 
patients
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The proposed La Crosse County 
budget for next year would include 
a tax trim for some residents if ap-
proved by the La Crosse County 
Board this fall, among other nota-
ble initiatives the budget ushers in.

Administrator Steve O’Malley 
gave an overview of his budget 
recommendation to the La Crosse 
County Board at a Monday night 

planning meeting, 
highlighting that 
the county has been 
able to keep above 
water during the 
pandemic’s 

“This is probably 
one of the better 
budgets I think I’ve 
ever had the chance 

to help put together,” he said.
According to data shared by 

O’Malley, the county is estimated 
to have about $170.15 million in 
expenditures next year, down less 
than half a percent from 2021’s ex-
penses.

The budget proposes leaning on 
property taxes to pay about 22% 

of these expenses, an increase by 
about 2% from last year, but resi-
dents’ tax rates will still be trimmed 
slightly, largely because of changes 
in property values and limits to the 
county’s tax levy, O’Malley said. 

The tax rate in the upcoming year 
is estimated to be $3.25, which is a 
decrease of about 23 cents or 6.6% 
from last year.

This tax rate, also known as a mill 

rate, translates for property owners 
as a number able to be taxed per 
every $1,000 of a property’s value. 
This means that a home valued at 
$100,000 would have about $325 in 
property taxes under this rate.

This is the second year in a row 
tax rates for county residents will 
get a trim, and continues a general 
downward trend in taxes the county 
has experienced since 2017, during 
which the tax rate has gone down 
16.7%.

“We will continue to be among 
the lowest taxed counties for prop-
erty taxes in the state,” O’Malley 
said, “and quite frankly the absolute 

Budget plan trims tax rates
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Geoff  Dawes of La Crescent puts the sail of his 1978 O Day Cruiser away last week at the La Crosse Sailing Club marina on French Island after an 
afternoon of sailing on Lake Onalaska.

BATTENING DOWN THE HATCHES

PETER THOMSON, LA CROSSE TRIBUNE 

The blue baby head of a sculpture situated outside La Crosse City Hall went 
missing over the weekend. Its egg base is seen empty mid-day Monday.

LA CROSSE COUNTY

But raises county 

employee wages, tax 

levy 2%, avoids tapping 

fed rescue funds 

O’Malley

“This is probably 

one of the better 

budgets I think 

I’ve ever had the 

chance to help put 

together. ... We 

will continue to be 

among the lowest 

taxed counties for 

property taxes in 

the state.”

Steve O’Malley, county 
administrator

If you go
A public hearing on the budget 
is scheduled for Nov. 8, where 
afterward the board will consider 
and adopt it.

La Crosse Arts Board 

denounces theft 
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“Regardless of 

one’s opinion of a 

work of art, theft 

and vandalism are 

unacceptable. ... 

Works of art do not 

solely need to elicit 

feelings of joy. Art can 

evoke sadness, anger, 

thoughtfulness, and 

a myriad of other 
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