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CLASSIFIED  B8

COMICS  B6

HOMETOWN  A5

OBITUARIES  NONE

PUZZLES  B5

SPORTS  B1

FACT & FICTION
Use of National Guard in 

pandemic response leads 

to ‘martial law’ rumors and 

misinformation PAGE A4

MINNESOTA
Gov. Tim Walz orders resi-

dents to stay home for two 

weeks as COVID-19 pandemic 

deepens PAGE A5

Get the latest updates
Email: Sign up for alerts by visiting lacrossetribune.com/
newsletters.

Online: Read a complete roundup of local information 
and reports at lacrossetribune.com/coronavirus.

CORONAVIRUS COVERAGE    STAY INFORMED

OLIVIA HERKEN

La Crosse Tribune 

 Tents now grace the La 
Crosse City Hall parking lot, 
where voters may be directed to 
wait if a crowd forms for early 
in-person voting.

The city, urging many voters 
to vote early, recently adjusted 
its in-person absentee voting 
hours, which is still taking place 
at City Hall despite being closed 
to the public for other matters.

All early in-person voting 
at City Hall will be done in the 
council chambers on the fi rst 
fl oor, but to make sure any po-
tential crowds can be spaced 
out appropriately, the city has 
placed the tents outside for 
overfl ow waiting.

Right now, La Crosse voters 
can cast an early in-person 
ballot from now until April 3. 

Regular weekdays will be open 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and 
noon to 5 p.m. on April 2-3, 
the last two days of in-person 
absentee voting.

In Onalaska, the city has also 
limited its hours for in-person 
early voting.

Those ballots can be cast at 
City Hall on March 26-27 and 
April 1 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
and April 2-3 from 1-5 p.m.

Offi  cials are urging Wiscon-
sinites across the state to vote 
earlier than its regular April 7 
election date.

One way to vote early is by 
casting a ballot in-person by 
April 3 at your local clerk’s 
offi  ce. You can register at the 
same time as casting this ballot.

But the suggested method 
is requesting a mail-in ballot, 
hopefully never having to leave 
your home and increase your 
exposure. 

To cast a ballot by mail, you 
first have to be registered at 
your current address. You 
can still do this online until 

March 30.
Then you can request a ballot 

online or over the phone with 
your local clerk’s offi  ce. They 
will mail a ballot to you to fi ll 
out and mail back. A witness 
and their signature is required 
for this mode of voting.

You can request a mail-in 
ballot until April 2 at 5 p.m., 
but have a few more days to fi ll 
the ballot out and mail it back 
in — just ensuring it gets to your 
clerk’s offi  ce by the time polls 
close on April 7.

MITCHELL SCHMIDT

Wisconsin State Journal 

 Republican leaders in the state 
Legislature say they support 
Democratic Gov. Tony Evers’ cur-
rent plan to proceed with in-per-
son voting in the 
April 7 election 
— a decision that 
has drawn some 
criticism over 
concerns that do-
ing so in the midst 
of the COVID-19 
coronavirus out-
break could put 
people at risk of infection.

Assembly Speaker Robin Vos, 
R-Rochester, and Senate Major-
ity Leader Scott Fitzgerald, R-Ju-
neau, held a conference call with 
reporters Wednesday to discuss 
the outbreak, the upcoming elec-
tion and Evers’ “safer-at-home” 
order to shut down nonessential 
businesses across the state.

In regard to the election, both 
GOP leaders expressed support 
for continuing with plans to hold 
the election, which features a 
Wisconsin Supreme Court race 
and hundreds of local races, on 
April 7, while also encouraging 
absentee voting.

“I support the decision to 
move forward. I know we can 
do it safely and at this point I’m 
agreeing with Gov. Evers that 
we should continue,” Vos said. 
“I think this is too important for 
us to not move forward.”

Vos added that legal coun-
sel have notifi ed him that Evers 
would need legislative approval 
to postpone the vote or move it to 
an all mail-in election — as some 
some Wisconsin offi  cials and or-
ganizations, such as the League of 
Women Voters, have suggested.

Outbreak complicates 
local election process

PETER THOMSON, LA CROSSE TRIBUNE 

Karyn Quinn of La Crosse walks back to her car Wednesday after voting early at City Hall.

No plan 
to delay 
voting 

EMILY PYREK

La Crosse Tribune  

 The La Crosse County Health 
Department has announced the 
fi rst two cases of COVID-19 at-
tributed to community spread, 
and on Wednesday revealed the 
number of total positive cases 
had increased to 12, with two fe-
males receiving positive results 
March 25.

The two cases of community 
spread, meaning the individuals 
had no relevant travel history or 
contact with an infected person, 
are attributed to two men who 
tested positive March 24. 

The fi rst patient infected via 
community spread is a male in 
his late 20s who fi rst developed 
symptoms the week of March 
9 and was tested for COVID-19 
March 23 after his condition 
worsened. The second individual 
is a man in his late 70s with a his-
tory of interstate travel but not to 
a location with known spread. He 
was also tested March 23. Both 
are currently experiencing mild 
to moderate symptoms and have 
not required hospitalization.

More details and community 
notices will be released when a 
comprehensive disease inves-
tigation is completed. Anyone 
identifi ed as potentially at risk 
will be contacted by the health 
department.

The two cases confi rmed 
Wednesday involve women in 
their early 20s to early 30s with 
mild to moderate symptoms, 
and both are in isolation in their 
homes.

“This report provides even 
more reason to take Governor 
Ever’s ‘Safer at Home’ order se-
riously,” Jen Rombalski, director 
of the La Crosse County Health 
Department, said of the pres-
ence of community spread. “We 
fully expect that we will see ad-
ditional cases of the virus in the 
county but hope that our media 
outreach and guidance is helping 

Cases in 
La Crosse 
County now 
total 12

ANDREW TAYLOR AND LISA MASCARO

Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Senate leaders raced to 
unravel last-minute snags Wednesday and win 
passage of an unparalleled $2 trillion economic 
rescue package steering aid to businesses, work-
ers and health care systems engulfed by the 
coronavirus pandemic.

The measure is the largest economic relief bill 
in history, and both parties’ leaders were des-
perate for quick passage of a bill aimed at a virus 
that is costing lives and jobs by the hour.

The package is intended as a weekslong or 
monthslong patch for an economy spiraling into 
recession or worse and a nation facing a grim 
toll from an infection that’s killed nearly 20,000 

people worldwide.
Underscoring the effort’s sheer magnitude, 

the bill finances a response with a price tag that 
equals half the size of the entire $4 trillion an-
nual federal budget.

“A fight has arrived on our shores,” said Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell. “We did not 
seek it, we did not want it, but now we’re going 
to win it.”

“Big help, quick help, is on the way,” said Sen-
ate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer.

But the drive by leaders to speed the bill 
through the Senate was slowed as four conser-
vative Republican senators demanded changes, 
saying the legislation as written “incentivizes 
layoffs” and should be altered to ensure em-
ployees don’t earn more money if they’re laid 
off than if they’re working.

Emergency aid deal hits snags 

ANDREW HARNIK, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky. gives a thumbs up as he leaves 
the Senate chamber Wednesday on Capitol Hill in Washington where a deal 
has been reached on a coronavirus bill.
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DAY BY DAY - SEEKINGTO SERVE
Due to recent events we will be closing our showrooms and warehouse

now through April 3rd.We are acting out of extreme caution to make

sure we keep our employees and our community safe.

— Miles Wilkins (Owner) Home Improvement
www.theboardstoreonline.com

The Board Store
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514 Copeland Ave. | La Crosse, WI 54603

608.782.8877
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