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Track and field
Central grad Smith makes 
transition to coaching   SPORTS, B1 

Superheroes in the kitchen
La Crosse School District nutrition team works 
to keep kids fed during pandemic   HOMETOWN, PAGE B3
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EMILY PYREK

La Crosse Tribune  

Gundersen Health System is 
now off ering pediatric immuni-
zations at Gundersen La Crosse 
ExpressCare, two weeks after 
implementing the service for 
adult patients. 

Beginning June 1, youth 2 and 
older can receive routine immu-
nizations at Gundersen La Crosse 
ExpressCare Clinic in the Village 
Shopping Center, 2500 Hwy. 33.

Appointments must be sched-
uled in advance 
through the pa-
tient’s primary 
care provider, 
and individuals 
are asked to re-
main in their ve-
hicle until their 
a p p o i n t m e n t 
time in adherence 
with social-distancing eff orts.

“We must ensure that chil-
dren receive timely vaccines, 
especially at a time when im-
munization rates are falling dra-
matically nationally and locally, 
to prevent new outbreaks of 
serious diseases,” says Gunder-
sen pediatrician Dr. Rajiv Naik. 
“Off ering a vaccine-only loca-
tion for catch-up and routine 
immunizations is a critical step 
in providing safe and convenient 
care for our patients and is one 
example of how we are looking 
for new opportunities to improve 
their experience of care.” 

During “safer at home,” many 
hospitals and clinics delayed 

OLIVIA HERKEN

La Crosse Tribune 

 Hundreds of protesters gath-
ered and marched through 
Downtown La Crosse on Satur-
day evening, a mostly peaceful 
night, aside from an incident 
where Mayor Tim Kabat’s wife 
was pepper-sprayed by an on-
looker.

Christy Kabat was part of the 
march Saturday evening when 
she got into an altercation with 
a driver who was stopped in the 
street by the protest, according 
to Mayor Kabat.

The driver “came very close” 
to hitting her and nearby pro-
testers, said the mayor, who 
wasn’t at the protests himself. 
When Christy reminded the 
driver that they were protesting 
“peacefully,” he then sprayed 
her with pepper spray or mace.

“She’s pretty shook up,” 
Mayor Kabat said. “She feels 
responsible because she’s like, 
‘Well, I should have just let the 
jerk drive away.’”

“I understand people have 

diff erent opinions,” he said, “I 
just can’t believe somebody 
would unload their either mace 
or pepper spray right there.”

Police are investigating the 
incident.

This was the city’s second 

night of protests against the 
killing of George Floyd, and it 
brought a crowd of nearly 300 
people of diff erent races, ages, 
genders and backgrounds.

The group met at Powell Park 
at Jackson Street and West Av-

enue, where they would even-
tually march through the city’s 
downtown, to City Hall and 
back, occupying the streets and 
stopping traffi  c along the way.

La Crosse joined other cities 
around the country, state and 
Midwest that also saw pro-
tests last week and through the 
weekend, some of them bring-
ing destruction.

In Wisconsin, Madison pro-
testers on Saturday night were 
tear gassed as riots grew from its 
event and a police car was set 
on fi re in its downtown, and in 
Milwaukee, a police offi  cer was 
shot during its weekend pro-
tests.

“I think the police have done 
an excellent job of just being 
there in case people need them, 
but really just let folks honor 
George Floyd, and of course 
demand justice,” Mayor Kabat 
said of La Crosse’s events. “And 
they did that very peacefully the 
last two nights.” 

Local protester: ‘It could 
have happened anywhere’
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Nearly 300 protesters stopped traffi  c Saturday evening to protest the killing of George Floyd.

Making 
vaccine 
access 
easier

La Crosse County reported 
one new confirmed case of 
COVID-19 Sunday.

The case involves a man in his 
early 50s. Officials are just be-
ginning to investigate the case.

The new case brings the 
county’s total to 55 confirmed 
cases. The county reports 47 
have recovered.

No one is currently hospi-
talized and the county has re-
corded no deaths.

In all, there are 5,721 total 
negative test results reported 
for La Crosse County by the 
Wisconsin Department of 
Health Services (up 534 from 
Saturday).

Statewide, officials Sunday 
reported:

  Negative results: 250,103 
(+7,195)

  Positive results: 18,403 
(+173)

  Hospitalizations: 2,583 
(+20) (14%)

  Total deaths: 592 (+4)

County: One 
new case of 
COVID-19

TIM SULLIVAN AND MATT SEDENSKY 

Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — Ameri-
ca’s cities boarded up windows, 
swept up glass and covered graf-
fi ti Sunday as the country’s most 
signifi cant night of protests in a 
half-century promised to spill 
into another day of unrest fueled 
by killings of black people at the 
hands of police.

The turbulence sparked by the 
death of George Floyd — a black 
man who died after being pinned 
under the knee of a white Min-
neapolis police offi  cer — shook 
not only the streets of New York 
and Los Angeles, but dozens of 

smaller communities such as 
Fargo, North Dakota, and Lin-
coln, Nebraska. The damage 
extended even to buildings near 
the White House.

Peaceful protests involving 
tens of thousands of people 
on Saturday gave way, in some 
places, to rioting, looting and 
violence, with police vehicles 
torched, stores emptied and 
objects hurled at offi  cers. The 
police response varied from re-
strained to aggressive, with of-
fi cers at times fi ring tear gas and 
rubber bullets.

Police and peaceful protesters 
alike pleaded for a stop to vio-
lence, saying it only hindered 
calls for justice and reform.

Across nation, cities assess the damage

Second night of peaceful demonstrations; mayor’s wife pepper-sprayed

A young protester fi lls in her chalk drawing of the Black Lives Matter 
hashtag at Saturday’s movement.

Child immunizations 

now available at 

Gundersen La Crosse 

ExpressCare

Naik

  INSIDE: Offi  cials warn 
protesters of coronavirus risks ,  
PAGE A4

Continued unrest 

looms following death

GREGORY BULL, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

San Diego County sheriff  offi  cers stand guard Sunday in front of a 
burning bank building after a protest over the death of George Floyd in 
La Mesa, Calif. 
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