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OLIVIA HERKEN

La Crosse Tribune 

The 2020 election is less than 
two months away, and between 
a pandemic and disinformation, 
a lot has been thrown in the way 
of casting a ballot.

And state and local leaders 
want to make sure voters have 
the information they need to 
have their voices heard this year.

The “Vote Safe Project: Your 
Vote Counts,” is a nonparti-
san, virtual roundtable that will 
highlight the voting process and 
how to vote safely this year in 
the Coulee Region. Voters can 
tune-in to the virtual event at 
7 p.m. Sept. 22.

The roundtable will include 
voices from both 
sides of the aisle: 
with Wisconsin 
Attorney General 
Josh Kaul, former 
Attorney General 
JB Van Hollen, 
Reid Magney of 
the Wisconsin 
Elections Com-
mission and Ginny Dankmeyer, 
the La Crosse County clerk.

“We felt that was critical, to 
make sure it was a nonpartisan 
event. It is open for anyone of any 
party or however you vote. This 
isn’t an agenda of any sort,” said 
Julie Nelson of Great Rivers United 
Way, the group hosting the event.

“It’s just trying to provide true, 
accurate information in allowing 
people to make their own deci-
sion from there, based on correct 
information,” she said.

The event will also be sup-
ported by the La Crosse Tri-
bune, WIZM radio, WKBT-TV, 
WXOW-TV, LeaderEthics-Wis-
consin, League of Women Voters 
of the La Crosse Area, University 
of Wisconsin-La Crosse, retired 
political science professor Joe 
Heim and Valley View Rotary.
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RACHEL MERGEN

Winona Daily News 

Frustration is the key emo-
tion flooding many University of 
Wisconsin-La Crosse students 
as on-campus residents are or-

dered to shelter 
in place, junior 
Caleb Marecek 
said Monday.

He said that he, 
along with many 
of his peers, pre-
dicted this sit-
uation would 
occur when they 

returned to the campus earlier 
this month.

“Like it was sort of just a mat-
ter of time before we either get 
shut down and get sent back 
(home) completely. Or some-
thing like whole dorms on lock-
down, which we are currently in 

right now,” Marecek said.
So far, 275 cases have been diag-

nosed on the campus so far, with 51 
of those cases announced Monday.

All of those cases were di-
agnosed within six days, as the 
school year had just started on 
Sept. 8.

As for the university’s pre-
paredness for this pandemic, al-
ready 70% of its 140 quarantine/
isolation beds are filled.

Marecek even lives near one 
person who has been diagnosed 
with the quickly spreading dis-
ease, he shared.

Currently, to help prevent fur-
ther spread, classes have been 
moved online for a two-week 
period.

Nonessential activities on 
campus have been canceled and 
students have been asked to not 
go home, instead staying in their 

dorm rooms where only fellow 
dorm residents are allowed.

Students are allowed to get 
meals to go from the dining 

locations on the campus, but only 
during certain hours each day. 

Students frustrated
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Center campus is quiet Monday at the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse where a 14-day quarantine of all dorms was put in effect Sunday to 
prevent further spread of COVID-19. In-person undergraduate classes will be suspended through Tuesday and resume online Wednesday.

ERIC LEE

La Crosse Tribune 

La Crosse County recorded 45 
new confirmed COVID-19 cases 
Monday, according to data from 
the Wisconsin Department of 
Health Services.

While Monday’s total is lower 
than the spike during the week-
end, the county is still averaging 
66 new cases per day during the 
past seven days. That figure has 
nearly doubled since Friday (33.86) 
and is up from 22.14 a week ago.

According to The New York 
Times as of Monday afternoon, 
the La Crosse metro area has seen 
the second-fastest rise in new 

cases of any metro area in the U.S. 
per 100,000 people during the 
past week. Six other metro areas in 
Wisconsin are among the top 20.

Total confirmed cases in the 
county are up to 1,799, which 

grows to 1,903 when including 
probable cases.

Of new tests reported Monday, 
97.83% came back positive. Re-
porting positive tests often takes 
priority to reporting negative tests 
for DHS, which can lead to rates 
like those Monday.

The seven-day positivity rate in-
creased to 37.38%, up from 28.57% 
on Sunday and 14.41% a week 
ago. The 14-day rate increased to 
26.69%, up from 23.57% on Sun-
day and 13.63% a week ago.

Total positivity is up to 7.39%, 
and total deaths remained at two.

The La Crosse County Health 
Department’s free testing site 

Monday used up its 500 testing 
kits at 3 p.m., three hours before 
the event was set to end, the health 
department reported.

Another free testing site will be 

held Monday, September 21, from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the La Crosse 
County Health and Human Ser-
vices building in Downtown La 
Crosse.

45 new county COVID cases
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 � INSIDE: Vice president visits 
Janesville, A6

But they are not surprised as COVID-19 

cases increase, lockdowns underway

A message of frustration is displayed at Sanford Hall dormitory Monday 
at the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse. Due to a spike in COVID-19 
cases campus officials have decided to close academic buildings and 
quarantine all dorms for at least two weeks.

Marecek

 � INSIDE: UW Faculty Senate considers forgoing spring break, A2

According to The 

New York Times as of 

Monday afternoon, the 

La Crosse metro area 

has seen the second-

fastest rise in new 

cases of any metro 

area in the U.S.

Monroe adds 7 cases

Monroe County reported seven 
new COVID-19 cases Monday.

That brings the county total to 
324, with 296 listed as recovered 
and two deaths previously report.

The county reports 26 active 
cases and no one hospitalized.

There have been a total of 8,943 
negative tests.

The latest cases in Monroe include:

 � A boy in his late teens.
 � A woman in her 20s.
 � Two women and a man in their 30s.
 � A man in his 50s.
 � A woman in her 60s.

Please see COLLEGES, Page A2

Cutting 
through 
the noise
Coulee Region groups 

team up to provide 

voter information

Please see VOTE, Page A2

Call Today!
608.782.8877

theboardstoreonline.com

524 Copeland Ave, La Crosse

HOURS: Mon‐Fri 8‐6; Sat 8‐4, Sun Closed

Following CDC Protocol

Licensed in WI: #DC-059500862

and MN: #BC039847

PERGOLAS OR PATIO COVERS

SHADE INCLUDED

If you are looking for a way to keep the

sun or leaves or snow off your patio or

deck ‐ take a look at a Patio Cover or

Pergola from The Board Store.


