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Kobe’s ready
King poised for breakout 
season  SPORTS, PAGE B1 

Impeachment investigation
Lawyer: Whistleblower is willing to answer 
written questions from the House  NATION, PAGE A7

MIKE MOEN

MPR News 

 Mary Lou Graf wakes up almost every 
day knowing this certainty: It will be a 
long one. Her day could include juggling 
as many three jobs. Along with that are 
aches and pains brought on by recent knee 
replacement surgeries.

Her quest to achieve financial stability 
feels like it won’t end.

“I’m not saying I want to be a million-
aire, I just want to make enough money 
to pay my bills every month,” Graf said.

Graf, 53, lives on a dairy farm she once 
operated with her late husband in Hokah, 
a small community near the Mississippi 
River in southeastern Minnesota. Her 
workday typically starts around 6 a.m. 
and can stretch as late as 8 p.m. In be-
tween are a variety of gigs that help her 
that cover the farm expenses she still has.

Depending on the season, she works 
at a landscaping business. Now that it’s 
fall, she has a part-time teaching job at 
a local school. She even sells Mary Kay 
cosmetics on the side. She returns home 
from those jobs to a string of chores to 

keep the farm going.
Graf married into a farming family. She 

and her husband had dreams of building 
their farm into a profitable venture that 
could pay off all their debt.

Her husband, Daryl, was killed in a 
farming accident 11 years ago. The collapse 
of the dairy market followed his death.

 One person has died after being shot Sat-
urday evening on the city’s North Side.

Police were called to the 900 block of Co-
peland Avenue about 9:40 p.m. for a report 
of a shooting, according to the La Crosse 
Police Department.

Authorities found one person suffering 
from a gunshot wound. The victim was taken 
by ambulance to a local hospital, where the 
victim later died.

The name of the victim had not been re-
leased Sunday evening.

For the latest on this story, go to lacros-
setribune.com.

1 dead in 
North Side 
shooting

AUSTEN LEAKE, TRIBUNE-STAR VIA AP 

Ervin Buse drives a combine down a row of soybeans Oct. 18 at Terry Hayhurst’s farm in southwest Vigo County, Ind. With this year’s 
low prices and wet weather only adding to farmers’ woes, some in Minnesota are considering new career paths.

Closing the farm gate

HOPE KIRWAN

WPR News 

 Wisconsin dairy economists are pre-
dicting 2020 will be a recovery year for 
the industry after years of low prices.

September milk production was 0.6 
percent higher than the same month last 

year, according to the latest report from 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Na-
tionally, September milk production was 
1.6 percent higher than in 2018.

The production increase comes after 
several months of declines from 2018 
levels. Mark Stephenson, director of 
dairy policy analysis at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison, said he was sur-
prised by the change.

“(There were) fewer cows than we’ve 

had in all of our earlier months of the 
year, so a continued decline there, but 
milk production per cow had a strong 
growth,” Stephenson said. “That usually 
doesn’t happen unless we have pretty 
good quality feed and a real strong in-
centive to produce milk.”

Stephenson said farmers have the in-
centive, with milk prices at about $18 per 

Hope for dairy industry in 2020?

SCOTT BAUER 

Associated Press 

 MADISON — President Donald Trump’s 
road to re-election a year from now runs 
through Wisconsin, but both sides will get 
chances months earlier to measure where 
their operations, and voters, stand in the 
hotly contested state.

A special election to fill a rural Wisconsin 
congressional seat vacated by Republican 
Sean Duffy will test the enthusiasm of con-
servatives in a key district for Trump that 
he won by 20 points on his way to victory in 
Wisconsin by less than a point. And a state-
wide Supreme Court election is expected to 
serve as a dry run for the much larger presi-
dential get-out-the-vote machines Repub-
licans and Democrats have been assembling 
for months.

“We’re going to test out our tactics, see 
what works,” said Wisconsin Democratic 
Party Chairman Ben Wikler.

Both he and Wisconsin Republican Party 
Executive Director Mark Jefferson said the 
two spring elections are a huge opportunity 
for dry runs as well as to gather data about 
voters that can be used to bolster turnout in 
the presidential race.

“It allows us to get our grass roots fired up 
and pointed in a positive direction,” Jefferson 
said.

It’s particularly valuable to test technology 
used to reach targeted voters and give your 
volunteers some experience, said Republican 
strategist Mark Graul, who ran George Bush’s 
2004 Wisconsin campaign.

“You don’t get a second chance in Novem-
ber,” Graul said.

While the parties see the races as a test 
run, the candidates are making moves that 
shed light on how the presidential race will 
affect things.

The leading Republican candidates to re-
place Duffy are closely aligning themselves 
with Trump, much like Duffy did in the 
deeply conservative district. There’s little to 
be gained for a Republican in that district, 
which Trump won by 20 points, to distance 
themselves from the president.

Bellwether 
elections in 
Wisconsin
Two races provide test  

run for presidential race

Struggling farmers take 

emotional step to forge  

new career paths

PHOTO COURTESY OF MARY LOU GRAF 

Southeastern Minnesota resident Mary Lou Graf wants to keep farming, but tough 
market conditions are forcing her to explore other career options. 

State economists predict 

‘restorative’ year ahead
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The Board Store
Home Improvements

524 Copeland Ave. | La Crosse, WI 54603

608.782.8877

Licensed in

Wisconsin #1612

& Minnesota #BC039847

Hours:

Monday - Friday 8-6

Saturday 8-4

Sunday Closed

www.theboardstoreonline.com

54603

AndAnniversary
Hey Hey It’s Miles’ Birthday!

WINDOWS & DOORS
Volume Discounts

More windows...more savings

30th Anniversary Bonus

Energy Star Windows
Energy Star Doors

Instant
Rebate
on all...$30

10% off every day low price
on everything bathroom

Oct 16 - Nov 16

• Tub to Shower Conversion
• Tub or Shower Replacement
• Solid Surface | Marble | Quartz
• Tile Showers
Vanities | Toilets | Flooring

• Demolition & Reconstruct

BATHROOM REMODELS

10% OFF
WALK-IN-TUBS

20%
OFF

American Standard
Rane | Jacuzzi


