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Infectious spirit
Aquinas senior not letting injury 
affect her attitude   HOMETOWN, B1

Police report
Bad crash, drugs,
domestic violence   B1

MSHSL basketball
Caledonia boys ready for state semis   SPORTS, C1

EMILY PYREK

La Crosse Tribune  

As the coronavirus pandemic 
continues to prove a fi nancial 
hardship for many families, 
WAFER Food Pantry is off ering 
weekly food packages through 
the end of May. 

Food packages consist of 
canned goods, bakery items, 
dairy products, frozen meat 
and produce. Families in need 
are encouraged to pick up food 
packages so they are able to put 
stimulus funds or federal ben-
efi ts towards other essential 
needs or expenses. 

Prior to the pandemic, WA-
FER provided food packages to 
around 1,500 families per month 
in La Crosse, Bangor, Rockland, 
Holmen, Onalaska, Mindoro 
and West Salem. However, in the 
past year, WAFER says, “We are 
experiencing brand new fam-
ilies requesting service for the 
fi rst time ever, patrons return-
ing who haven’t needed food 
assistance in two to three years, 
increased barriers to securing 
food, and multiple requests for 
food packages per month.”

Food Packages can be picked 
up during between 10 a.m. to 
12:45 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, or 4 p.m. to 7:45 p.m. 
Monday, Tuesday and Thurs-
day. Patrons should go to the 
side door on the Sumner Street 
entrance of WAFER, located at 
403 Causeway Blvd.

For more information, visit 
https://waferlacrosse.org/
covid-19 or call 608-782-6003 

Emily Pyrek can be reached at 
emily.pyrek@lee.net.
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 A survey of 353 UW-La Crosse 
and Viterbo University students 
found around 75% were willing 

to get the COVID-19 vaccine, be-
lieving it safe for themselves and 
eff ective in protecting others. 

Conducted by researchers 
from Gundersen Health Sys-
tem’s Wisconsin Academy for 
Rural Medicine and UWL and 
Viterbo University students and 
staff , the study surveyed the stu-
dents between mid-February to 
early March. About two-thirds 
of the students surveyed were 
from UWL, and all four years 

were represented. 
Findings showed 76% of re-

spondents intended to be vac-
cinated, with 81% believing the 
vaccine will protect them and 
82% feeling the vaccine will pro-
tect others. In addition, 78% said 
they think the COVID-19 vac-
cine will be benefi cial in “getting 
things back to normal.”

Surveyed students were not 
provided resources or data to 
help inform their answers, rather 

going off  their current arsenal 
of information and other infl u-
ences. Many found their views 
on the vaccine shaped by family 
members, health care workers, 
and high risk community mem-
bers. Of minimal impact on views 
were social media and friends.

Lead facilitator of the study, 
Dan Duquette, chair of the UW-L 
Health Education and Health 

Not gonna throw 
away their shot
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Researchers from Gundersen Health System’s Wisconsin Academy for Rural Medicine, UW-La Crosse and Viterbo University presented fi ndings 
Tuesday from a coronavirus vaccine survey of 353 students, which showed 75% were interested in getting the vaccine. 

WAFER 
offering 
weekly 
packages 
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Growing up, Chauncy and Ke-
onte Turner said they would dis-
cuss politics at the breakfast ta-
ble before heading off  to school.

“We’ve always grown up in 
a political household,” Keonte 
said. “Every morning there was 
an argument, or a debate rather, 
a very spicy one, about anything 
and everything.

“We grew up, every morning 
before we got on our bus stops, 
hearing about current aff airs, 
hearing what was going on in 

our time,” he said. “It’s always 
been a thing for us to just pay 
attention.”

Now the two brothers, who 
originally grew up in Milwau-
kee and are the oldest of nine 
children, just fi nished their 
campaigns for side-by-side La 
Crosse Common Council seats 
this spring, appearing on Tues-
day’s ballot.

Keonte, 30, faced incumbent 
Doug Happel for District 12, and 
Chauncy, 29, faced Mark Neu-
mann, who recently ran against 
longtime Rep. Ron Kind in last 
August’s Democratic primary, 
for District 13. 

The “Turner Bros,” a duo name 
that Chauncy said he’s always 
wanted to coin for them, have 
lived in La Crosse now for nearly 

a decade and have grown to be-
come extremely involved, serv-
ing on the likes of the Human 
Rights Commission, La Crosse 
Board of Education and more.

This desire to serve has al-
ways been within them, they 
both said, but that moving to 
La Crosse and sensing that they 
were in the right place at the 
right time to make an impact set 
them on the path to serve.

“Me and my brother have al-
ways been servant leaders before 
we know what a servant leader 
was,” Keonte said. 

Keonte transferred to Viterbo 
University in 2009, where he 
learned the more concrete pieces 
of servant leadership and said he 

In right place at right time
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Keonte Turner, left, and brother Chauncy Turner, right, are running for side-
by-side La Crosse Common Council seats this spring.

Study of 353 Viterbo, 

UW-L students finds 

75% planning to get 

COVID-19 vaccine

EMILY PYREK

La Crosse Tribune  

All individuals 16 and older are 
now able to schedule COVID-19 
vaccination appointments, and 
Gundersen Health System and 
Mayo Clinic Health System urge 

patients to get their shots wher-
ever they are most quickly able 
to get in, and to get whichever 
incarnation is available.

Currently approved vaccines 
include the two dose versions 
from Pfi zer and Moderna, and 
the single-shot version from 
Johnson and Johnson. All have 
proven safe and eff ective in pre-
venting death, hospitalizations 

and severe COVID-19 illness, 
Gundersen notes.

Gundersen and Mayo notify 
patients via online patient portal, 
phone or mailed letter when they 
are able to make an appointment 
for vaccination.

Parents or guardians of Gun-
dersen patients age 16-17, who 
are only eligible for the Pfi zer 
vaccine, must call 608-775-6829 

to schedule their child’s vaccina-
tion appointment. Gundersen 
patients wishing to be vaccinated 
at the Onalaska clinic can call 
608-775-6829. Appointments 
are also available at Gundersen 
Critical Access Hospitals and 
regional locations.

Mayo patients unable to 

All persons 16 and older now eligible
Several local sites 

offering vaccine

COVID-19
as of Tuesday

(+ 14)

Source: Wisconsin Department of Health Services

Cases 12,468
Deaths 80
Active 91
Recovered 12,311
Vaccinated  73,181 doses
Total tests (4/6) 68,151

STATE

Cases (+307) 580,184
Deaths (+1) 6,640
Vaccinated  3,050,408 doses

U.S.

Cases  30,596,830 
Deaths 554,420
Vaccinated  169 million doses

Dept. of State Health Services

Centers for Disease Control

‘The Turner Bros’ 

grew up wanting to 

be servant leaders 

Please see STUDY, Page A2

Please see ELIGIBLE, Page A2

Please see TURNER, Page A4


