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EMILY PYREK

La Crosse Tribune  

The La Crosse County Health 
Department reported one 
new lab-confirmed case of 
COVID-19 Thursday, attributed 
to a male in his 40s.

The newest patient is said 
to have mild symptoms and 
an investigation into his con-
traction of the virus is under-
way. In total, La Crosse County 
has had 48 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19, with 38 of those in-
dividuals considered recovered 
and none currently hospitalized. 
According to the Wisconsin De-
partment of Health Services, 
there have been 3,931 negative 
tests completed in La Crosse 
County, an increase of 270 since 
Wednesday.

Statewide, there have been 
13,885 positive tests, 162,238 
negative tests, and 2,218 hos-
pitalizations due to the vi-
rus. A total of 487 individuals 
in Wisconsin have died from 
COVID-19.

The La Crosse County Health 
Department reminds commu-
nity members to practice social 
distancing, limit excursions, 
wear a face covering in public 
and frequently and thoroughly 
wash their hands. 

Emily Pyrek can be reached at 
emily.pyrek@lee.net.
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Thirty minutes before the site 
even opened, cars stretched as 
far as the eye could see on Rid-
ers Club Road, with community 
members waiting to secure one 
of 400 free COVID-19 tests.

Thursday’s one-day drive-

thru testing event, held out-
side the Onalaska Omni Center 
and open to area residents age 
5 and older with one or more 
symptoms of the coronavirus — 
cough, fever, body aches, short-
ness of breath, chills, sore throat, 
loss of taste — from 11 to 7 p.m.

Hosted by the Wisconsin Na-
tional Guard and funded by the 
federal government, the event 
was the result of an applica-
tion from the La Crosse County 
Health Department, which notes 
the county currently administers 

about 70 tests daily between area 
health care partners.

“Having mass testing is really 
beneficial to the community,” 
says Rachel King, health edu-
cator for the La Crosse County 
Health Department. “There ha-
ven’t been as many (tests) as we 
need.”

The testing process, sans wait 
time in their vehicles, was antic-
ipated to last five to 10 minutes 
per person, including complet-
ing a survey for symptoms, the 
conducting of the nasal swab, 

and discharge instructions.
Post test, individuals were 

asked to return directly to their 
home and isolate themselves, 

Lining up for testing 
PETER THOMSON, LA CROSSE TRIBUNE 

Vehicles line up Thursday on Riders Club Road during a COVID-19 drive through testing clinic at the Omni Center in Onalaska.

One new 
confirmed 
case in 
county

CHRIS RICKERT

Wisconsin State Journal 

In a single month, due to a 
single virus and associated gov-
ernment-mandated shutdowns, 
Wisconsin’s unemployment rate 
has more than quadrupled from 
a historic low to a historic high.

The state Department of 
Workforce Development on 
Wednesday reported that Wis-
consin lost 385,900 private-sec-
tor jobs from March to April, and 
the unemployment rate shot up 
from 3.1% to 14.1%.

“Today’s report shows the 
significant impact that the 
COVID-19 global pandemic has 
had on the Wisconsin economy, 
and underscores the importance 
of rationally and safely reopening 
our state,” DWD Secretary Caleb 
Frostman said in a statement. “A 

strategy based on science that 
reduces the likelihood of addi-

tional outbreaks 
and further eco-
nomic instability 
is the only way 
to get Wisconsin 
back on the path 
of historically 
low unemploy-
ment rates that 
the state was ex-

periencing prior to COVID-19.”
Wisconsin is doing slightly 

better than the nation as a whole. 
The national unemployment rate 
is 14.7%, while its labor partic-
ipation rate, 60.2%, is 6.4 per-
centage points lower than Wis-
consin’s.

Still, the current numbers — 
culled from survey data in mid-
April — are worse than that seen 
in the Great Recession, when 
the unemployment rate neared 
10%. Only during the Great De-
pression was a greater slice of the 
workforce out of work, accord-
ing to DWD chief economist  

Dennis Winters.
Then the unemployment rate 

is believed to have hit around 
25%, but only after several years. 
“This is a totally different egg,” 
Winters said, in terms of how 
quickly the job market has col-
lapsed.

In April 2019, the state had re-
corded its lowest unemployment 
rate ever at 2.8%.

Jobless rate spikes to 14.1%

JOURDAN VIAN

La Crosse Tribune 

A La Crosse County Circuit 
Court judge lowered the cash 
bond amount Thursday for a man 
accused of killing another man in 
a fight in a Menards parking lot in 
La Crosse.

Judge Elliott Levine ruled 
Thursday that the bond he ini-
tially set, $100,000, was not 
reasonable for Matthew Kin-
stler. Authorities say Kinstler 
hit 79-year-old Russell Paulson 
May 1 and knocked him to the 
ground during a dispute over 
parking. Paulson died days later 
in the hospital due to his injuries.

“Mr. Kinstler is innocent until 
proven guilty. He has a right to 
release under the Constitution. 
The question really becomes 
what’s reasonable given the sit-
uation,” Levine said.

Kinstler was charged May 11 
with first-degree reckless homi-

cide in connection with the May 
1 altercation at 223 Lang Drive 
and faces a maximum of 60 years 
in prison if convicted.

Kinstler’s attorneys, Vincent 
Rust and Araysa Simpson of the 
public defender’s office, argued 
that the $100,000 was too high a 
cash bond to meet the legal stan-
dard of a reasonable bond.

“In lieu of a signature bond, 
we’re asking for a reasonable 
cash bond. It’s impossible for 
an individual who has very 

Bond reduced for man 
charged in fatal beating

Total stands at 48; 

no patients currently 

hospitalized

Wisconsin National 

Guard holds drive-thru 

event in Onalaska

Kinstler Levine

Rate quadruples, 

385,900 private sector 

jobs lost in Wisconsin

Frostman

 � Mayo Clinic in Holmen to re-
sume normal operations June 1; 
Tomah Health to begin reopen-
ing process, PAGE A4

 � Many La Crosse parks facili-
ties reopen, PAGE A4

 � Deliberations stall on state’s 
election plan, PAGE A4

Stay up to date with 
local and national 
coronavirus coverage

 � Email: Sign up for alerts by 
visiting lacrossetribune.com/
newsletters.

 � Latest updates: Read a 
complete roundup of local 
information and reports at 
lacrossetribune.com/coronavirus.

 �More online: Useful ideas 
and guides for safe-at-home 
entertainment, parenting, 
education, cooking and more at 
lacrossetribune.com/resources.

Please see TESTING, Page A2

Please see UNEMPLOYMENT, Page A2

Please see BOND, Page A2

Home Improvement
www.theboardstoreonline.com

The Board Store
Home Improvements

514 Copeland Ave. | La Crosse, WI 54603

608.782.8877
Licensed in WI: #1612 and Minnesota #BC039847

Hours:
Monday - Friday 8-6

Saturday 8-4
Sunday Closed

Windows | Doors | Sunrooms | Screenrooms | Siding | Soffit & Fascia | Decks | Kitchens | Bath Remodels

Make your home

Smile with a new Entry,

Storm or Patio Door.

Call today for a prompt FREE Estimate

Professionally installed by our experienced staff! 524
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Licensed in WI: #DC-059500862 and Minnesota #BC039847

Hours:

Monday - Saturday 8-4

Closed Sunday

Following CDC Protocol


