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WHAT THE ORDER MEANS

JOURDAN VIAN

La Crosse Tribune 

  Gov. Tony Evers approved a  
“safer-at-home” order Tues-
day to restrict groups and 
travel during the COVID-19 
outbreak; however, that 
doesn’t mean La Crosse 
County law enforcement will 
be pulling people over to check 
whether travel is essential, said 
La Crosse County District At-
torney Tim Gruenke.

“I think it’s safe to say that 
this doesn’t give police the 
right to stop a vehicle. People 
could be going any one of the 
excepted locations,” Gruenke 
said Tuesday.

The order instructs everyone 
in Wisconsin to stay at home 
or at their place of residence 
except when doing certain ac-
tivities defi ned as “essential.” 
Those who can’t stay at home 
are required to maintain a dis-
tance of at least six feet from 
others, consistent with the so-
cial distancing requirements.

People are allowed to go to 
the grocery store or gas sta-

tion, to hospitals or other 
human service operations, 
or to work on any essential 
infrastructure. While play-
ground equipment was closed 
by the order, people can still 
visit public parks to do things 
such as walk or bike, but group 
sports such as basketball, soc-
cer and football are prohibited.

The order says that violation 
or obstruction of the order is 
punishable by up to 30 days 
imprisonment or up to $250 

fi ne.
When it comes to how the 

order will be enforced, the La 
Crosse Police Department re-
ferred the Tribune to the dis-
trict attorney’s offi  ce, saying 
it would take its lead from the 
county’s top prosecutor.

Gruenke said that people 
would not need proof they are 
going to an essential business, 
and police wouldn’t be pulling 
people over to check where 

EMILY PYREK

La Crosse Tribune  

  The La Crosse County Health 
Department reported fi ve more 
cases of COVID-19 Tuesday, 
bringing the local total of posi-
tive tests to 10.

The newest cases involve a 
man in his late 20s, who devel-
oped symptoms March 9 and was 
tested Monday; a women in her 
early 30s with U.S. travel history 
to a location with high incidence 
of the virus; a man in his late 70s 
who has mild symptoms and no 
fever; and two women in their 
late 30s to early 40s who are 
believed to be a 
direct contact 
to a previous lab 
confi rmed case.

“We are fi nd-
ing mild symp-
toms are causing 
spread more than 
we previously 
thought,” La 
Crosse County 
Health Department director Jen 
Rombalski said during a Tuesday 
press conference. “(S)o please 
take mild symptoms seriously.”

It is not yet known whether 
any of these cases are due to 
community spread, Rombal-
ski said. Should the La Crosse 
County Health Department’s 
investigations turn up evidence 
of community spread, the public 
will be notifi ed immediately. 

The total number of Wiscon-
sinites who have tested positive 

How the decision

affects La Crosse

AMBER ARNOLD, WISCONSIN STATE JOURNAL 

Amy Setchell, program director of the respiratory therapy program at Madison Area Technical College, 
and Chris Becker, director of clinical education of the respiratory therapy program at MATC, load 
ventilators, that the school is lending to area hospitals, into a truck Tuesday.

5 more 
cases of 
COVID-19 
in county

MITCHELL SCHMIDT

Wisconsin State Journal

  Gov. Tony Evers’ order to shut 
down nonessential businesses 
for a month will go into eff ect 
at 8 a.m. Wednesday, shuttering 
even more businesses across the 
state.

The order, Monday, is simi-
lar to “stay-at-home” or “shel-
ter-in-place” directives already 
issued in other states including 
California, Ohio and Illinois and 
includes many exemptions for 
businesses deemed essential, 
including:

  Health care operations
  Critical infrastructure
  Businesses that provide 

food, shelter, social services for 
vulnerable individuals

  Convenience stores, gro-
cery stores, farmers’ markets 
and food banks

  Businesses that ship or de-
liver food and goods

  Pharmacies and health care 
supply stores and facilities

  Child care facilities, with 
some limitations

  Gas stations and auto 
shops

  Banks
  Laundry businesses
  Hardware stores, plumbers 

and electricians
  Education institutions — 

for distance learning purposes
  Security and payroll busi-

nesses
  Law and safety and essen-

tial government services
“Each and every one of us has 

to do our part to help slow the 
spread of COVID-19 so we can 
fl atten the curve to ensure our 
doctors, nurses, and healthcare 
workers have the opportunity to 
do their important work,” Evers 
said in a statement. “Let’s all do 
our part and work together.” 

OLIVIA HERKEN

La Crosse Tribune 

 Wisconsin’s spring primary is 
in just two weeks, and as state-
wide eff orts to combat the pan-
demic keep ramping up, worries 
on how the polls will look are, too.

Election offi  cials at many poll-
ing stations in the area are fearful 
that the COVID-19 coronavirus 
pandemic will keep some of its 
workers at home, many of them 
older with underlying health 
conditions — putting them at 
higher risk if they catch the dis-
ease.

Across the state, Gov. Tony 

Evers has called for a “safer-at-
home” order until April 24, re-
quiring all non-essential busi-
nesses to close and limiting com-
munities to essential travel only.

And both state and federal 
governments as well as the CDC 
have called for no groups larger 
than 10 people and distancing at 
least six feet in between people. 

All of this puts 
a lot of limita-
tions on workers 
and voters come 
election day.

States that 
have already 
hosted a primary 
election have ex-
perienced waves 

of poll workers cancelling, leav-
ing election offi  cials struggling 
to fi ll the spots.

Will it be safe to vote in person?

Stay up to date with 
local and national 
coronavirus coverage

  Email: Sign up for alerts by 
visiting lacrossetribune.com /
newsletters.

  Online: Read a complete 
roundup of local information 
and reports at lacrossetribune.
com /coronavirus.

“I think it’s safe to 

say that this doesn’t 

give police 

the right to 

stop a 

vehicle. 

People 

could be 

going any one of the 

excepted locations.”

Tim Gruenke, district attorney
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More businesses 
to shut down 
with Evers’ 
‘safer-at-home’ 

Rombalski

 The Franciscan Sisters of 
Perpetual Adoration are giving 
$500,000 to help county res-
idents through the COVID-19 
pandemic. The sisters an-
nounced the gift Tuesday, hop-
ing it will inspire others to give 
as well.

Of the FSPA gift, $300,000 
has been allocated to the new 
La Crosse Area Emergency Re-
sponse Fund, created last week 
by Great Rivers United Way and 
La Crosse Community Founda-
tion to help people aff ected by 

FSPA 
giving 
$500,000 
to aid city

La Crosse area 

election clerks 

weigh-in; some 

polls short workers 

So far, in the 32 La Crosse County polling 

places and 18 municipalities, only about 20 poll 

workers have chosen not to work on April 7.
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