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Trump sets timeline
SCOTUS pick by end of the week, before 
casket is interred    NATION/WORLD, PAGE A3

Prep football
Sparta returns multiple 
contributors to field   SPORTS, PAGE B1
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ERIC LEE

La Crosse Tribune 

La Crosse County recorded 54 
new confi rmed COVID-19 cases 
Monday with a 43.20% positivity 
rate, according to data from the 
Wisconsin Department of Health 
Services.

Monday’s total is the lowest in 
a week, but the county has still 
averaged 117.57 new cases per day 
during the past seven days. That 
fi gure was 116.29 on Sunday and 
66 a week ago.

Total confi rmed cases are up 
to 2,622, which grows to 2,762 
when including probable cases.

Monday was the fi fth day in a 
row with a daily positivity rate 
higher than 40%.

The seven-day rate is now 
at 39%, down from 40.08% on 

SCOTT BAUER AND TODD RICHMOND

Associated Press 

MADISON — A federal judge 
ruled Monday that absentee 
ballots in battleground Wis-
consin can be counted up to six 
days after the Nov. 3 presidential 
election as long as they are post-

marked by Elec-
tion Day.

The highly 
anticipated rul-
ing, unless over-
turned, means 
that the outcome 
of the presiden-
tial race in Wis-
consin might not 
be known for days after polls 
close. Under current law, the 

deadline for returning an ab-
sentee ballot to have it counted 
is 8 p.m. on Election Day.

Democrats and their allies 
sued to extend the deadline in 
the key swing state.

U.S. District Judge William 
Conley granted a large portion 
of their requests, issuing a pre-
liminary injunction that was 
expected to be appealed all the 
way to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

He put the ruling on hold for 
seven days to give the other side 
a chance to seek an emergency 
appeal.

In Wisconsin’s April presi-
dential primary, Conley also ex-
tended the deadline for return-
ing absentee ballots for a week. 
In that election, nearly 7% of all 
ballots cast were returned the 

Judge extends mail ballot deadline

54 cases 
reported 
in county

CHRIS HUBBUCH

Wisconsin State Journal

A judge has declined to reinstate 
a key permit for a Georgia com-
pany seeking to build a controver-
sial frac sand operation in Monroe 

County.
Monroe County 

Circuit Judge 
Todd Ziegler 
ruled Monday 
that the Depart-
ment of Natural 
Resources did 
not have enough 
information to 
legally grant Meteor Timber’s 
permit to fi ll 16.25 acres of wet-

lands needed to 
complete the $75 
million project.

Ziegler’s oral 
ruling affi  rms an 
a d m i n i s t ra t ive 
law judge’s fi nd-
ing that Meteor 
did not provide 
enough evidence 

to demonstrate its project would 
not result in signifi cant adverse 

impacts to the environment.
“The application was not com-

plete. That requires the applica-
tion to be denied,” Ziegler said. 
“The law as interpreted by the 
(administrative law judge) is cor-
rect in this regard.”

The decision marks the end of 
another chapter in Meteor’s four-
year eff ort, which has spanned 
two administrations, multiple 
courts and a boom and bust cycle 

for Wisconsin’s frac sand indus-
try, which supplies silica used to 
extract oil and gas from deep rock 
formations.

But Ziegler said he anticipates 

Judge denies sand project 

PETER THOMSON, LA CROSSE TRIBUNE 

Johnny Leaver, 15, of La Crosse holds his cousin, Charlie Zellner, 10, also of La Crosse, on his shoulders Saturday so he can pick apples from high 
on a tree at Fruit Acres in rural La Crescent. The orchard at 33309 County Road 1 expects to be open to visitors for pick your own apples by 
appointment this weekend. Their plans will be confi rmed later in the week on social media.

PICKING HIS OWN APPLES

Meteor Timber sought 

permit to fill rare wetlands 

in Monroe County

Cole Kaul   INSIDE: DNR asks Evers 
for permission to borrow $50 
million a year to buy land for 
conservation, A4

Mayo Clinic Health System is 
implementing several changes 
to protect patients and staff  
starting Tuesday, Sep. 22.

Education: Students who 
are enrolled in schools that 
jointly work with Mayo to 
advance their education will 
not be allowed to continue 
on-campus educational activ-
ity at any Mayo Clinic Health 
System southwestern Wiscon-
sin site for the next 14 days.

“We need to balance the 
safety of patients and staff  with 
our continued role mentor-
ing and educating future care 
providers,” says Eric Erickson, 
vice chair of administration, 
Mayo Clinic Health System in 
La Crosse. “By minimizing po-
tential exposure to the virus, 
we’re confi dent this decision 
helps continue the good work 
our teams have done to keep our 
clinic and hospital campuses 
safe places to seek care.”

Visitor restrictions: Mayo 
Clinic Health System will fol-
low a policy of one visitor per 

Mayo adds 
restrictions 
due to spike

OLIVIA HERKEN

La Crosse Tribune 

In a lawsuit fi led last week, a 
La Crosse man is suing the La 
Crosse City Clerk and Wiscon-
sin Gov. Tony Evers claiming he 
was fi red as a poll worker in the 

August primary 
election for not 
wearing a mask.

According to 
the complaint, 
the man, Nich-
olas Newman, is 
suing clerk Teri 
Lehrke and Evers 
for the imple-
mentation and what they claim 

as “wrongful” enforcement of 
the state-mandated mask re-
quirement.

On Aug. 11, Newman was 
told to leave his polling place 
as a worker because he was not 
wearing a mask, saying he had a 
medical condition that exempted 
him from wearing one, the com-
plaint said.

Lehrke told Newman to leave 

and that he was “discharged” 
of his duties as a poll worker 
because he could not wear the 
mask, citing the statewide mask 
requirement, according to the 

Ruling expected 

to be appealed

Conley

Local clerk, governor being sued over termination
Poll worker fired 

for not weaing mask 

 Lehrke   INSIDE: Local virtual 
roundtable being held tonight on 
voting, A4
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