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EMILY PYREK

La Crosse Tribune 

In 2016, Laquita Becker took 
the helm of the Boys and Girls 
Club mental health partnership, 
the sole staff member working 
to meet the emotional needs of 
area youth.

Now, the program, a partner-
ship with Mayo Clinic Health 
System, has expanded to include 
additional staff from Mayo’s 
Psychology and Psychiatry De-
partment, with 
one each located 
at the Boys and 
Girls Club Amie 
L. Mathy Cen-
ter and Erick-
son Club and, in 
2022, at the Hol-
men and West 
Salem club site.

Becker is serving as Youth 
and Family Service director af-
ter a leave to work on the Mayo 
campus as a behavioral health 
specialist. 

“Coming back to see it con-
tinue to grow is very exciting to 
me,” Becker says. “I started this 
alone and did the best I could, 
and I’m so excited to have a 
team so that we can have more 
organized and standardized pro-
gramming.”

Through the program, youth 
can meet with specialists one-
on-one or in small groups and 
participate in programming suit-
ing their individual needs to help 
foster strength and develop life 
skills. Parents and families can 
become involved as well to help 
formulate and encourage the best 
outcomes. 

“Mental health is critically 
important for the success and 
well-being of youth, which is 
why addressing mental health 
is one of our priorities for im-
proving the health of our com-
munity,” says Dr. Paul Mueller, 
regional vice president for Mayo 
Clinic Health System in south-
west Wisconsin. “We continue to 
be inspired by the Boys & Girls 
Clubs’ unique commitment and 
ability to serve youth in our com-
munity.”

The Boys and Girls Club of 
Greater La Crosse, says club 
CEO Jake Erickson: “is extremely 

EMILIE HEIDEMANN

Wisconsin State Journal 

Wisconsin’s child care in-
dustry continues to face a crit-
ical staffing crisis — one that is 
expected to get worse if federal 
COVID-19 relief funds the state 
allocates to providers dry up.

That’s according to a recent 
national survey of early child-
hood educators, which showed 

that 63.3% of Wisconsin centers 
are experiencing staffing short-
ages and that 79.8% of workers 
are facing burnout and exhaus-
tion. The survey, conducted by 
the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children, 
garnered its Wisconsin data from 
1,173 respondents. The associa-
tion released its data in Decem-
ber through the Wisconsin Early 
Childhood Association.

The survey also indicated that 
32.1% of state child care centers 
would consider leaving their job 
or closing their program in the 
future if economic conditions 

Critical staffing crisis
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Amy Siebert, lead teacher, gets into character during an activity with children at Academy of Little Vikings in Mount Horeb.
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The Coulee Region can say 
goodbye to its recent spell of gen-
tle winter weather.

A winter storm moving through 
through the region Wednesday 
night and Thursday is expected to 
dump up to 11 inches of snow and 
complicate Thursday commutes.

The National Weather Service 
has issued a winter storm watch 

from 9 p.m. Wednesday until 
6 p.m. Thursday for western Wis-
consin, southeastern Minnesota 
and northeastern Iowa — includ-
ing La Crosse, Monroe, Vernon 
and Trempealeau counties in Wis-
consin, and Houston and Winona 
counties in Minnesota.

The NWS predicts snowfall 
totals of 5 to 9 inches overnight 
Wednesday in La Crosse and 
cautions drivers to be wary of 
slippery roads Thursday morn-
ing. Snowfall rates of 1 to 2 inches 
per hour is possible, and an ad-
ditional 1 to 2 inches is forecast 

for Thursday.
Warmer temperatures in south-

western Wisconsin and north-
eastern Iowa could result in a 
rain-snow mix — meaning lower 
snowfall totals and particularly 
hazardous driving conditions.

Temperatures in La Crosse 
will remain relatively mild, with 
Wednesday’s high nearing 34 de-
grees, an overnight low of 28 and 
a high of 32 on Thursday.

“This will be a very wet, 
dense snow as temperatures 
will be near freezing,” said Andy 
Boxell, National Weather Ser-

vice lead forecaster.
While the NWS notes that the 

forecast can change, it expects 
most of the Coulee Region to get 
more than 4 inches of snow — giv-
ing La Crosse, Winona and Black 
River Falls a 99% chance of at 
least 4 inches, Tomah 98% and 
Viroqua 92%.

La Crosse has an 85% chance of 
6 inches or more and a 43% chance 
of 8 inches or more. Winona and 
Black River Falls both have an 88% 
chance of getting at least 6 inches, 
while the former has a 55% chance 
of getting at least 8 inches. Tomah 

has an 80% chance of getting at 
least 6 inches, and Viroqua has a 
66% chance.

While all snow is favored north 
and west of Madison, far south-
eastern Wisconsin is currently 
favored to see mostly rain, the 
National Weather Service said.

In between, including the 
Madison area, there will be a mix 
of rain and snow, and occasional 
freezing rain and freezing drizzle, 
is expected. That area will see a 
sharp gradient in snow totals, but 
exactly where is uncertain, the 
Weather Service said.

More snow on the way

HARRISON TREMARELLO

La Crosse Tribune 

Andre Johnson, an associate 
professor at the University of 
Memphis and an award-winning 
author and pastor, delivered the 
2023 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Community Celebration key-
note address Monday night to a 
packed Viterbo University Fine 

Arts Center and 
over 100 online 
viewers.

At the Univer-
sity of Memphis, 
Johnson teaches 
classes such as 
African Ameri-
can Public Ad-
dress, Rhetoric 

Race and Religion, Media Stud-
ies, Interracial Communication, 
Rhetoric and Popular Culture 
and Hip Hop Studies. He is re-

nown for his books on Bishop 
Henry McNeal Turner, an in-
fluential Black religious leader 
and orator, along with other 
articles on the relationship be-
tween rhetoric, religion and so-
cial movements, including Black 
Lives Matter.

In the address titled “Search-
ing for the Beloved Community,” 
Johnson drew on his published 
research exploring King’s use of 
prophetic rhetoric during the last 
year of his life.

“For King, the Beloved Com-
munity was a sense of commu-
nity where all lives are intercon-
nected and respected. A place 
of transformative love,” John-
son said. “For King, within the 
Beloved Community there was 
still a place for both oppressed 
and oppressor to live harmoni-
ously together. However, as King 
neared the end of his life and as 
he continued to fight for human 

Seeking the Beloved Community
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Cody Lindeman, left, prepares lunches for children with owner Brenda 
Moore Fritz at Academy of Little Vikings in Mount Horeb. 
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