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KATHERINE ROSENBERG-DOUGLAS

Chicago Tribune 

 If you don’t have social media, 
don’t know why today is a federal 
holiday or have otherwise been 
living under a rock, today is Vet-
erans Day.

That’s Veterans Day — as op-
posed to Veteran’s Day, Veterans’ 
Day, Armistice Day or Memorial 
Day.

Americans have celebrated 
living and deceased veterans — 
all those who served the coun-
try in any branch of the military 
— on Nov. 11 since it was fi rst 
offi  cially marked by Congress 
in 1926, eight years after World 
War I ended on what was known 
as Armistice Day, Nov. 11, 1918. 
The observance was called Ar-
mistice Day for this reason, un-
til President Dwight Eisenhower 
changed the name in 1954 to be 
inclusive of all veterans, not just 
those who served in World War I.

“On that day let us solemnly 
remember the sacrifi ces of all 
those who fought so valiantly, on 
the seas, in the air, and on foreign 
shores, to preserve our heritage 
of freedom, and let us reconse-
crate ourselves to the task of pro-
moting an enduring peace so that 
their eff orts shall not have been 
in vain,” Eisenhower’s proclama-
tion read.

Those who pressed for the 
change noted that calling it Ar-
mistice Day didn’t honor those 
who had served in World War II 
or the Korean War.

JOHN DAVIS

WPR News 

 Two instructors from Western 
Technical College are hoping a 
trip they took to Thailand this 
summer will help spread Hmong 
culture and history to students 
and faculty.

Lin Rauch and Pam Solberg 
were part of a delegation of 12 
educators from the La Crosse 
and Eau Claire areas to visit 
Thailand for a month as part of 
a Fulbright-Hays grant from the 
U.S. Department of Education.

The pair and their trip were 
featured in a June Campus Con-

nection feature 
in the La Crosse 
Tribune.

Now Solberg, 
a communica-
tion studies in-
structor, plans 
to apply what she 
learned on the 
trip to educate 
students in the 
classroom about 
Hmong culture 
and education.

“If students 
from every cul-
ture see their 
culture repre-
sented in the 

classroom, I think there’s much 
more of a feeling of inclusion 
which leads to better educational 
outcomes,” she said.

Rauch is a nursing instruc-
tor who plans to use what she 
learned to help educate other 
instructors at Western. But 
she also hopes to attract more 
Hmong people into nursing.

“Oftentimes our (Hmong) 
students are misunderstood by 
the patients they take care of. 
Sometimes there is just a com-
munication gap and a misun-
derstanding with the students 
as to what they know from their 
culture and want to integrate into 
Western culture. We need to be 
able to embrace both of those 
viewpoints because they enrich 
each other,” Rauch said.

During the month-long trip, 
the group visited schools and vil-
lages in Thailand and learned of 
the history of the Hmong people, 
who were recruited by and fought 

with the U.S. military during the 
Vietnam War and migrated to the 
United States after the war to es-
cape political persecution.

“When I went to Thailand, I 
went with a textbook knowledge 
of Hmong history and culture. 
It was only when we met people 
and stood in places where things 
had happened that the stories 
that came with that really made 
that come alive on an emotional 
level, so I felt like I left here with 
knowledge, but I came back with 
understanding,” Solberg said.

“I think one of the most mov-
ing experiences I had was stand-
ing on the banks of the Mekong 
River where people would cross 
the river as refugees, and we 
heard stories about people who 

Creating culturally-
informed classrooms
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A mountain hike up Pu Chi-Fa during a trip to Thailand this past summer. Western Technical College instructors Pam Solberg and Lin Rauch were 
among 12 from the La Crosse and Eau Claire areas who took the trip.

The story 
behind 
the name

ADAM ROGAN

Racine Journal Times 

 Her name is Peggy Lynn John-
son. But for the past 20 years she 
was referred to simply as Jane 
Doe.

Johnson’s body was found on 
July 21, 1999. It had been dumped 
in a cornfi eld in Raymond. She 
was 23.

And the Racine County Sher-
iff ’s Offi  ce believes it has found 

the killer.
The suspect in 

the case has been 
identifi ed as 
Linda Sue LaRo-
che, a 64-year-
old Cape Coral, 
Fla., woman, 
Racine County 
Sheriff  Chris-

topher Schmaling announced 
Friday.

“I would also like to add that 
until recent weeks, neither Linda 
LaRoche or Peggy Johnson’s 
names have ever come up in our 
investigation,” Schmaling said. 
“Also, Peggy was never listed as 

a ‘missing person.’ I think that is 
important to understand.”

LaRoche faces the possibil-
ity of life in prison after being 
charged with fi rst-degree in-
tentional homicide and hiding 
a corpse.

On Tuesday, LaRoche was 
taken into custody by members 
of the Racine County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce in Cape Coral. Sheriff  
Christopher Schmaling said that 
LaRoche will soon be brought 
back to Racine to “be held ac-
countable for what she has been 
done.”

‘Finally some closure, peace’

CARRIE ANTLFINGER, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

This Friday, Nov. 8 2019 photo from Caledonia, Wis. shows the grave of Jane 
Doe, who has been identifi ed as Peggy Lynn Johnson. Racine County Sheriff  
Christopher Schmaling says Linda La Roche, of McHenry, Ill., has been charged 
with fi rst-degree intentional homicide and hiding a corpse in Johnson’s death.
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It is our honor to fly our veterans to Washington DC
to see the monuments that stand in their honor.

HAPPY VETERANS DAY!
™
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