
00
1

$2.50 • D • Volume 117, Issue 61 • A Lee Enterprises Newspaper • Copyright 2020 Follow us online:  facebook.com/lacrossetribune  twitter.com@LaCrosseTribune

 AM T-STORM 74 • 60 FORECAST, B8  | WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 2020 | lacrossetribune.com | Serving the region since 1904

CLASSIFIED C4-5

COMICS C6

HEALTH D1

HOMETOWN B1

NATION & WORLD A5

OBITUARIES B2

OPINION A2

PUZZLES C7

SPORTS B1

Debate revived
First federal execution 
since 2003 NATION, PAGE A5 

Charged
Man accused of 
mallet attack PAGE B1

History within reach
Brewers aim for 3rd straight playoff berth SPORTS, PAGE C1

OLIVIA HERKEN

La Crosse Tribune 

Local offi  cials are hopeful that 
a $1.5 trillion infrastructure bill, 
known as the “Moving Forward 
Act,” passed by the U.S. House 
of Representatives in early July, 
could send direct help for com-
munities in western Wisconsin.

The bill, which is currently 
hung up in the U.S. Senate, is mul-
tifaceted, and increases spend-
ing for road and transportation 

projects, but also 
includes fund-
ing for aff ordable 
housing, hospi-
tals, schools and 
most notably, a 
large push for new 
environmentally 
sustainable poli-
cies and projects.

And communities along Wis-
consin’s western border are set up 
to directly benefi t from some of 
those investments, according to 
Rep. Ron Kind, D-La Crosse, and 
supporter of the bill, who joined 
Wisconsin Transportation Secre-
tary Craig Thompson for a press 
conference Tuesday.

Those invest-
ments would in-
clude improve-
ments in broad-
band internet, 
renewable energy 
and fl ood mitiga-
tion eff orts. 

“As we emerge 
from the virus,” 

Kind said, “we also need to be 
thinking about how we’re going 
to be rebuilding Wisconsin and 
rebuilding America again.”

Broadband has long been a pri-
ority for the state, as rural com-
munities and much of northern 
and western Wisconsin are with-
out access to internet, with Gov. 

Tony Evers drafting a committee 
on Tuesday to tackle the issue.

“This virus has exposed the 
digital divide and the shortcom-
ings from it, and the educational 
and economic inequities that are 
fl owing form the digital divide,” 
Kind said.

As COVID-19 started closing 
schools, offi  ces and keeping peo-
ple at home, the inequities in in-
ternet access in the state became 
apparent, many students unable 
to remotely learn or residents un-
able to attend doctor’s appoint-
ments virtually without internet 
or technology at home.

EMILY PYREK
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The La Crosse County Health 
Department reported 18 new 
cases of COVID-19 Tuesday, 
bringing the total to 611.

The new cases are attributed 
to one teen, 15 individuals in 
their 20s, and one each in their 
50s and 60s. Four of the positive 
tests came from the Wisconsin 
National Guard testing last week 
at Logan High School. Test results 
are still coming in from the event.

Of the total cases, 433 are con-
sidered recovered. Four people are 
currently being hospitalized due 
to the coronavirus, and there have 
been no local related deaths.

The La Crosse County Health 
Department urges community 
members to wear fabric face 
masks when in public, practice 
physical distancing and stay 
home as much as possible. Those 
with any potential symptoms 
of COVID-19, including fever, 
chills, runny nose, congestion, 
muscle or body aches, cough, 
tiredness, headache, new loss 
of taste or smell, nausea, vomit-
ing or diarrhea are asked to stay 
home and contact their provider 
for testing.

18 new 
cases in 
county
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Surveillance video clearly shows 
Timothy Young shoot Anthony 
Fimple while he was at work June 
27, according to testimony Tues-
day during a preliminary hearing. 

Young, 31, of Spring Grove, 
Minn., stood mute in La Crosse 
County Circuit Court to a single 

charge of fi rst-de-
gree intentional 
homicide. Judge 
Elliott Levine 
ruled there was 
probable cause to 
bind Young over 
for trial. 
Capt. Dan Kloss of 

the La Crosse Police Department 
testifi ed that he was able to clearly 
see Young park his black sedan 
outside of the La Crosse Bierhaus, 
formerly known as the Twisted 
Moose, in the early morning hours 
of June 27 and approach 19-year-

old Fimple, who was working as a 
bouncer.

“The video showed Timothy 
Young stretching his hand over an-
other customer who was over in line 
talking to Anthony and discharging 
the fi rearm into his face,” Kloss said.

Fimple died of a single gunshot 
wound to the head.

Young was identifi ed not only 
by his credit card slip, but also a 
La Crosse police offi  cer and a bar 
manager, who both recognized 
him from previous incidents.

Young had been in the bar late 
June 26, then attempted to return 

not long after midnight June 27. 
Fimple declined to let him in, ac-
cording to Kloss’s testimony.

“Timothy was acting weird and 
they didn’t want him in the bar. 
The exact reason, I don’t know,” 
Kloss said.

A bar manager at La Crosse Bi-
erhaus told police Young had been 
to the bar several times in the pre-
ceding weeks causing trouble.

At one point, Young was kicked 
out of the bar for spitting on 
someone and claiming to have 
COVID-19, according to the com-
plaint.

Young is being held in the La 
Crosse County Jail on a $1 million 
cash bond.

Fimple is remembered as a 
young man dedicated to serving 
others, according to his family. 
He was a regular blood donor and 
had worked on the Mayor’s Crew 
for WisCorps.

He planned to follow his father’s 
footsteps and join the U.S. Navy 
this summer.

Jourdan Vian can be reached at 
jvian@lacrossetribune.com or fol-
low her on Twitter at @Jourdan_LCT.

Bound over for trial
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Baseball player Bo Milutinovich, 13, of Coon Valley takes in the fl ood damage in August 2018 at Veterans Memorial Park in Coon Valley, where 
torrential rains caused widespread fl ooding. Flood mitigation funds are included in a $1.5 trillion federal infrastructure bill backed by Rep. Ron 
Kind, D-La Crosse.
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A La Crosse woman was in court 
Tuesday after she was accused of 
trying to intimidate her 9-year-
old daughter into recanting her 
statement to police that she was 
sexually assaulted.

The woman, whom the Tribune 
is not identifying to protect the 
identity of the victim, was charged 
in La Crosse County Circuit with 
intimidating a victim to dissuade 
reporting.

The allegations stem from con-
versations with and letters to Keith 
F. Walling, a La Crosse man await-

ing trial in the La Crosse County 
Jail for charges of fi rst-degree 
child sexual assault as a persistent 

repeater.
Walling, 36, was 

charged last year 
after the child 
told police he mo-
lested her twice, 
once on her bed 
and another time 
in her living room, 
according to the 

complaint. 
Police found semen on the 

child’s bed, according to the com-
plaint.

The child’s mother is accused of 
intimidating the girl into signing 
a paper saying she lied to police, 
according to the complaint.

The complaint lists communi-
cation between the woman and 
Walling in the La Crosse County 
Jail, most of which accuses the 
child of lying.

“They all believe everything she 
says and she is a liar. They don’t 
know her,” the woman told Wall-
ing over the phone.

A letter from the woman to Wall-
ing dated March 8 details plans to 
manipulate the girl into thinking 
the woman would date the child’s 

father to see if that would make her 
drop charges against Walling, ac-
cording to the complaint.

In early April, the woman sent 
another letter to Walling, com-
plaining that the child wasn’t 
changing her story, according to 
the complaint.

The child’s mother spoke to 
Walling in jail April 28 via video 
chat and said, “And I got what your 
lawyer needs. (The girl) signed a pa-
per saying that you never touched 
her. I got her to sign it today.”

If convicted, Walling faces life 
in prison. He was previously con-
victed of second-degree child sex-

ual assault in 2005. 
The woman, who is free on a 

signature bond issued in May, 
denied the charges Tuesday and 
asked Judge Elliott Levine to lift the 
no-contact condition of her bond.

“I’d be willing to do supervised 
visits. I don’t care. I just want to 
see my little girl,” she said, crying.

Levine ruled child protective 
services could decide when she 
would be allowed visits with her 
daughter.

Jourdan Vian can be reached at 
jvian@lacrossetribune.com or fol-
low her on Twitter at @Jourdan_LCT.

Charges: Daughter pressured to deny assault

‘Poised to take off in 2021’

Walling
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