
00
1

$2.50 • D • Volume 118, Issue 26 • A Lee Enterprises Newspaper • Copyright 2021 Follow us online:  facebook.com/lacrossetribune  twitter.com@LaCrosseTribune

 HOT 95 • 74 FORECAST, A6  | THURSDAY, JUNE 10, 2021 | lacrossetribune.com | Serving the region since 1904

CLASSIFIED  C6

COMICS  B4

HOMETOWN  A4

NATION/WORLD  A3

OBITUARIES  A5

PUZZLES/TV  B5

SUBSCRIBERS: In this rapidly changing news environment, make sure 

your digital account is activated so you can read the latest local news. 

A digital copy of your newspaper is included with your membership. 

Visit lacrossetribune.com/activate to activate your account.

Police
Local woman accused
of stealing car HOMETOWN, A4
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Warrens man arrested 
for shooting gun A4

WIAA boys golf
Aquinas’ Dobbins qualifies for state SPORTS, PAGE B1
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La Crosse area lifeguards are 
expected to see raises this sum-
mer after community groups have 
launched a fundraising campaign 
to help fi ll open positions.

La Crosse Neighborhoods, Inc. 
and Friends of La Crosse Pools & 
Aquatics launched a fundraiser 
to increase the hourly rates for 
lifeguards by at least $2, and are 
looking for more donations.

“Because of national hiring 
shortages, increased competi-
tion for alternative employment 
opportunities and last year’s 
pandemic closures, many pools 
around the region are not open-
ing, have a reduced season and 
less hours, or are limiting capac-
ities as well as areas of the pool,” 
a press release stated.

All of the city’s pools are open 
for the summer after remain-
ing closed last season due to the 
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Since the fi rst case of 
COVID-19 was found in La 
Crosse County 15 months ago, 
the area jail has seen zero cases 
of it amongst inmates, offi  cials 
said.

“I can’t say enough about ev-
erything that was done during 
COVID,” La Crosse County 
Sheriff  Jeff  Wolf told the county 
Judiciary & Law Committee 
Tuesday afternoon. 

Protocols were immediately 
implemented in the jail at the 
start of the pandemic, with Wolf 
saying that it was a “quick” pro-
cess to shut down, and will be a 
“slow” one to bring it back: a lot 
of plans were put in place, some 
that were used and others that 
never needed to be.

One of the key aspects of pro-
tecting the jail population during 
the pandemic was decreasing it, 
offi  cials said. Partners worked 

to release low-level off enders, 
people on small bonds and non 
dangerous off enders in order to 
reduce crowding, and more sig-
nature bonds were handed out, 
bringing the population from 
160 to 60 last March.

The amount of movement 

within the jail was also limited, 
and volunteers for schooling or 
recreation, as well as ministry, 
social workers and visitors were 
reduced to only the essentials.

All inmates were forced to 
quarantine for 14 days in a 
COVID block of the jail as well.

After quarantining, most in-
mates were able to have their 
own cells to accommodate social 
distancing, and cells were left 
open during the day to allow for 
more space, though much of the 
activities usually off ered were 
altered.

“It was challenging, but we 
did the best we could,” said jail 
captain Sgt. Jim Verse of mental 
health and morale among in-
mates.

A book exchange between 
blocks helped boost morale, 
though Verse said some in-
mates were cautious and waited 
to handle a book after receiving 
it because of the fear of trans-
mission. Games, cards, TV and 
phone access were also still 
available for the general popu-
lation, and the quarantine block 
was allowed books and an hour 
outside.

No jail COVID-19 cases in pandemic 

Local 
lifeguards 
to get raise
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 Gov. Evers said that a veto is 
“on the table” for a new bill that 
would extend deadlines for local 
municipalities to remap electoral 
districts, but that his mind is not 
yet made.

The bill, which is making its 
way through committee currently, 
would allow local counties, cities 
and towns more time to redistrict 

because of slow-moving census 
data, but Evers said it’s too early 
to know if the data would be avail-
able in time.

“There is a veto 
on the table,” Evers 
said Wednesday 
during a local 
press call, saying 
fair maps was a 
pillar of his cam-
paign for offi  ce.

“I know this bill 
deals with wards and aldermanic 
districts and local, but it’s way too 
early to assume that that infor-
mation won’t be available to the 
locals in time for them to make a 

good decision,” he said.
The bill specifi cally would move 

the deadlines for remapping at the 
local level to next 
spring and sum-
mer rather than 
this summer and 
fall, as required by 
state law. The fi rst 
deadline is July 1.

Local leaders 
have already be-
gun planning for 

the possible extension. La Crosse 
County Administrator Steve 
O’Malley is in support, saying it’s 
“impossible” to meet the current 
deadlines.

O’Malley said that the exten-
sion would not aff ect the fall 2022 
elections, when Evers is up for 
re-election, and would only keep 
districts the same for the spring 
races, including the La Crosse 
County Board of Supervisors.

The 2020 census data used to 
reshape any electoral districts is 
not expected to be released to lo-
cal governments until next spring, 
the U.S. Census Bureau’s schedule 
states. 

At a committee meeting early 
Wednesday morning, O’Malley 
said that initial responses are still 
muddied.

“Initially the governor didn’t 

have any issues with it but it’s still 
unclear if Democratic resistance is 
going to change that, but nobody’s 
come up with an alternative plan 
so it’s still going through the pro-
cess,” O’Malley said.

Early opposers to the bill are 
fearful that delaying the remap-
ping process would disenfranchise 
communities whose population 
has grown in the past decade.

Evers shared similar concerns.
“I fear that this bill is nothing 

more than a stalking horse for 
making sure that fair maps don’t 
happen here in Wisconsin,” he 

Evers: Veto ‘on the table’
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Cole Riff e, 7, of La Crescent fi shes Wednesday from a perch on a fi shing pier at Pettibone Park. Riff e is participating in a four-day fi shing class with 
La Crescent Community Education.

SITTIN’ ON THE DOCK

Governor hasn’t 

made mind up yet 

on remapping bill

Evers O’Malley

Wages to go up 

by $2 per hour 

thanks to donations
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La Crosse County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce staff  demonstrates how to use the 
jail’s new body scanner.
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La Crosse County added 13 
confi rmed COVID-19 cases from 
June 2-8, according to data from 
the Wisconsin Department of 
Health Services.

The county, then, averaged 
1.86 new cases over the past 
week; that fi gure is up slightly 
from 1.29 a week ago but still low. 
The county’s seven-day positiv-
ity rate is at 0.82%, up slightly 
from 0.62% a week ago.

Despite adding cases over 
the past week, total confi rmed 
cases in the county dropped; 
that is possible because DHS 
retroactively updates its data, 

La Crosse County 
COVID-19 case 
rate remains low 
over past week
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