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SEA OF WHITE 
IN A FIELD OF BLUE

SPECIAL REPORT | MIDWEST LAW ENFORCEMENT

As unrest lingers, many Midwest cops fail to reflect diversity of most communities they serve
EMILY PYREK

La Crosse Tribune  

The wearing of face masks has 
for months been a divisive issue, 
with some feeling the ask in-
fringes on their rights and refus-
ing to patronize establishments 
with a requirement. 

But while a potential loss of 
business was a concern for Global 
Grounds co-
owner Alina Pi-
otrowski — espe-
cially after closing 
the coff ee shop 
for the months 
of April and May 
in response to the 
COVID-19 pan-
demic — health 
outweighed any hesitation.

After reopening its doors, 
Global Grounds, co-owned by 
Jorge Galván, joined the list of 
businesses taking the La Crosse 
County Health Department’s 
Check the Spread Pledge, which 
was created weeks before Thurs-
day’s announcement of Gov. Tony 
Evers’ state masking mandate, 
which went into eff ect Aug. 1.

The pledge — nearly 170 busi-
nesses had signed as of Satur-
day — asks owners to enforce the 
wearing of masks by employees 
and monitor them for potential 
COVID-19 symptoms, accom-
modate physical distancing, and 
implement heightened cleaning 
practices and sanitizer stations, 
in addition to posting signage 
strongly encouraging custom-
ers to mask up as well. Global 
Grounds took it a step further, 
requiring customers to do the 
latter as of June 1. 

“I was really excited the Health 
Department (issued the pledge). 
It’s nice to see who is support-
ing this and taking precautions.” 
Piotrowski says, noting she 
doesn’t want to risk visiting es-
tablishments not following rec-
ommendations as she could con-
tract the virus, potentially infect 

Pledging 
to check 
the spread

JOURDAN VIAN

La Crosse Tribune 

The racial demographics of 
the La Crosse Police Depart-
ment line up with the commu-
nity it serves pretty closely, ac-
cording to U.S. Census Bureau 
data; however, Chief Shawn 
Kudron said that didn’t mean 
there wasn’t room to get a de-
partment that better relates to 

the people it serves.
“Those percentages are very 

important, but as a department 
we don’t just 
rest on those 
percentages,” 
Kudron said.

La Crosse 
is a majority 
white commu-
nity – 90.1% of 
residents are 
white, accord-
ing to the census bureau – but 
the number of Black people 

Kudron

Early signers of the 

county’s mask-up effort 

appreciative of mandate

Piotrowski

La Crosse police racial 
demographics match city’s
Chief: But department 

can still improve its 

community relations

LEE ENTERPRISES MIDWEST 

REPORTERS

As civil unrest over police 
brutality against minorities 
continues fomenting through-
out our nation, millions of Mid-
westerners are being served by 
police forces that, by percent-
age, look nothing like them.

That is a key fi nding of a 
sampling of 68 diff erent mu-
nicipal, county and state police 
departments spanning Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Indiana and Min-
nesota through a special Lee 
Enterprises investigation.

Amid protests alleging 

systemic racism in police de-
partments throughout the 
country, reporters at 14 Mid-
western newspaper and online 
media companies owned by Lee 
worked together to measure the 
diversity, or lack thereof, in po-
lice agencies throughout their 

Midwest cops fail to reflect 
patrol area demographics

MARC CHASE, THE TIMES 

A protester pumps his fi st during a rally against police brutality in Hobart, Indiana, earlier this summer. Civil unrest is awakening discussions 
regarding whether police offi  cers properly represent the racial and ethnic demographic of the communities they serve.

  MORE ONLINE: Explore 
more law enforcement diversity 
data for communities across 
the Midwest through our 
interactive database. Visit 
lacrossetribune.com.
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DID YOU GET THE BEST CAR LOAN?

Ask how much we can save you!!!

GET OUT & ENJOY

YOUR SUMMER!
GREAT RATES ON RV & BOAT LOANS

*Annual Percentage Rate effective date 7/1/2020. Terms up to 60 months. New money only. Rate subject to change anytime.

Rates as

Low as

2.50%*


