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ROB MENTZER

WPR News 

 Members of Wisconsin’s 
Hmong community are speaking 
out after reports that the Trump 
administration is seeking au-
thority to deport thousands of 
Hmong residents to Laos.

In late January, U.S. Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo met with 
Lao foreign minister Saleumxay 
Kommasith. In a recently sur-
faced letter dated Feb. 3, U.S. 
Rep. Betty McCollum said the 
administration “is negotiating 
with (Laos) to allow for the de-
portation of longtime Hmong 
and Lao residents of the United 
States back to the country of 
their birth.”

McCollum, a Minnesota Dem-
ocrat, blasted the policy as “a di-
rect attack on my constituents 
and their family members” and 
called the proposal “unconscio-
nable.”

The proposal could affect 
more than 4,500 Hmong and 
Lao U.S. residents who are not 
citizens and who have commit-
ted crimes or have deportation 
orders against them. These in-
dividuals have mostly been safe 
from deportation because of a 
long history of human rights vio-
lations against the Hmong by the 
Communist government of Laos.

“My dad was part of the 
(Hmong) military in Laos that 
resisted the Communist Party,” 
said Zang Vang, a public rela-
tions official with the Wis-
consin Hmong Association in 
Madison. “The reason we left 
the country is we’re considered 
the enemy.”

KYLE FARRIS

La Crosse Tribune 

 UW-La Crosse leaders de-
fended the school’s procedure 
for handling sexual misconduct 
claims but acknowledged that 
certain policies could benefit 
from a closer look during a highly 
anticipated forum Wednesday.

A panel including Chancellor 
Joe Gow and members of the uni-
versity’s Title IX team spent 90 
minutes discussing school poli-
cies and fielding questions from 
students.

The forum was, to date, the 
university’s most complete and 
candid response to criticism 
that it botched its initial inves-
tigation into Joel Elgin, the now 
former chair of the school’s art 
department.

“We know that there’s a lot of 

awareness, there’s a lot of con-
cern, and there’s a lot of ques-
tions,” said Nizam Arain, the 
Title IX coordinator at UW-L. 
“This is one of many opportu-
nities … to have those conversa-

tions, to receive your feedback, 
and to use it as a means to make 
our processes ever better.”

The panel addressed many of 
the concerns that Caycee Bean, a 
former student who accused El-

gin of sexual misconduct, raised 
in a September Facebook post 
and at a December press con-
ference.

Bean criticized the university 
for a lack of communication 
during its investigation into El-
gin and for failing to establish 
that he was guilty.

UW Shared Services, which 
conducted a second investiga-
tion with additional interviews 
and evidence, concluded that 
Bean’s allegations were credible.

Asked Wednesday why the two 
investigations reached different 
conclusions, despite consistent 
statements from Bean, Gow 
noted the difficulty of establish-
ing guilt when one person’s story 
is pitted against another’s.

“The initial complaint and 
what we saw in the (second) re-
port, there’s a lot more,” Gow 
said. “The fact of the matter 
is: The original allegation was 
investigated and couldn’t be 

Questions and concerns 
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A panel including Chancellor Joe Gow and UW-L’s Title IX team takes questions Wednesday during a forum on Title IX and the Clery Act, organized 
in response to sexual misconduct allegations on campus.

OLIVIA HERKEN

La Crosse Tribune 

 The La Crosse County Histor-
ical Society museum officially 
moved out of its Riverside lo-
cation Thursday morning, but 
it won’t be without a home for 
long.

The group plans to move its 
local history museum to a store-
front at 506 Main St., with a goal 
opening June 1, pending a per-
mit approval from the city.

“I envision the Main Street 
museum as an opportunity to 
showcase what we are capa-
ble of,” said Peggy Derrick, the 
historical society’s executive 

director.
It was announced in No-

vember that the Riverside Mu-
seum would close at the end 
of the year after 
30 years of op-
erations in its 
former space.  
The histori-
cal society had 
been in a long-
term agreement 
with the city to 
remain in the 
space rent-free, but officials 
said they were looking at new 
opportunities for the building, 
a former fish hatchery.

The new downtown space, 
once a variety of different retail 
stores, has an open plan con-
cept with “great lighting and 
great public presence,” and the 
historical society hopes that will 

help them gain a more localized 
audience, Derrick said, adding 
that most of the people who vis-
ited the Riverside location were 
tourists from out of town.

It’s still unknown whether 
the new space will keep the title 
“Riverside Museum” or if a new 
one will be chosen.

Much of what was seen in 
the Riverside Museum will still 
be found at the new space, but 
Derrick hopes they can take a 
more “holistic approach” to 
the exhibits, noting that the 
current pearl button industry 
exhibit only touches on a brief 
relationship the area has with 
mussels in the Mississippi River.

“If you take it in context, it’s 
a really short period of time,” 
she said.

Museum finds new home
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Original glass cases from the Riverside Museum were carefully taken apart 
and maneuvered through the building, ready to be hauled to the new space.

La Crosse County 

Historical Society plans 

location on Main Street

Derrick

Former UW-La Crosse student Caycee Bean asks a question Wednesday 
during a forum on the university’s sexual misconduct policies. Bean 
made headlines in September when she publicly accused former art 
department chair Joel Elgin of sexual misconduct.
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