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Not headed home
US troops moving from Syria 
to Iraq  WORLD, PAGE A6

A good day for Rogers
Packers QB racks up 5 touchdown passes in win 
over Raiders  SPORTS, PAGE A7

EMILY PYREK

La Crosse Tribune  

 From 2014 to 2016, Craw-
ford County saw an astounding 
700% increase in methamphet-
amine-related arrests. 

The startling number is just 
one of many formidable statistics 
from the 2017 Crawford County 
Public Health Community Needs 
Assessment and Community 
Health Improvement Plan.

Of the men and women incar-
cerated in Crawford County Jail, 
some 95 percent are addicted to 
drugs or alcohol, and Prairie du 
Chien Police Chief Chad Abram 
said in a 2016 interview that the 
city of about 5,700 has been re-
ferred to as “the one-pot meth 
lab capital of Wisconsin” by 
statewide law enforcement. 

With the jail spending alone 
upward of 
$13,000 a month 
on Narcan, 
Crawford County 
has a growing 
substance-abuse 
epidemic but a 
lack of resources 
for those in thick 
of or recovering 
from addiction. 
Determined to 
be part of the 
solution are Kari 
Sanding, a Craw-
ford County Ju-
venile Court 
Worker previ-
ously with the 
Department of 
Corrections, and Pete Zibrowski, 
a former drug addict. 

For the past eight months, 
the pair have been planning the 
development of a sober home to 
be located in the former Mayo 
Clinic Health System Villa Suc-
cess substance abuse rehab cen-
ter building at 121 S. Prairie St. 
The 3,200-square-foot, fully 
furnished, 11-bedroom and 
three-bathroom facility, now 
operating as a vacation rental, 
is for sale for $190,000, with 

MITCHELL SCHMIDT

Wisconsin State Journal 

 On a busy autumn weekend, 
Maple Ridge Orchard can sell as 
much as 100 gallons of apple ci-
der, which is made on site using 
a stainless steel hydropress that 
sits in an open air shelter.

Like many Wisconsin cider 
presses, Maple Ridge’s press had 
been exempt from state regula-
tions for years, but Lisa Rodri-
guez, who owns the Cashton 
orchard with her husband Do-
mingo, said state inspectors now 
say the device must be enclosed 
in order to meet retail food es-
tablishment license require-
ments — all because the orchard 
sells other fall staples such as 
baked goods and caramel apples.

Commercial-grade kitchen 
upgrades could cost tens of 
thousands of dollars, something 
the 10-acre orchard cannot af-
ford, Rodriguez said.

“We would probably just quit,” 
she said. “It would be sad, but do 
you have an extra 40 grand?”

Department of Agriculture, 
Trade and Consumer Protection 
inspectors say the upgrades are 
necessary to maintain public 
health standards. Meanwhile, 
a lawyer with the Institute for 
Justice, a national nonprofit 

that litigates to limit the size of 
government power, argues that 
Maple Ridge’s press is nowhere 
near the orchard’s other food 
operations and should remain 
exempt.

“Even though cider-making 
is unregulated, the fact that the 
farm is doing regulated activity 
elsewhere on the farm … means 
that everything they do on their 
farm is suddenly regulated,” 
institute attorney Erica Smith 
said. “If the only thing they were 
doing was making cider, DATCP 
would have zero authority over 
them.”

Wisconsin statute notes a re-
tail food establishment that sells 

items such as fresh fruit, vegeta-
bles, honey, cider or maple syrup 
can operate without a retail li-
cense “if no other food process-
ing activities are conducted at 
that retail food establishment.”

Rodriguez said the orchard 
has been selling food products 
for several years.

Last September, DATCP in-
spectors notified orchard owners 
they needed to apply for a retail 
food establishment license to 
make and sell baked goods and 
caramel apples.

During the retail food estab-
lishment inspection this August, 
the Rodríguezes were told they 
needed to enclose the cider press 

in order to secure a license, ac-
cording to an Aug. 28 inspection 
report.

Steve Ingham, administrator 
of DATCP’s Division of Food and 
Recreational Safety, said license 
requirements are intended to 
prevent the sale of adulterated 
or misbranded food and en-
closed processing helps prevent 
contamination of the apples. He 
added that apple cider has been 
known to be involved in cases of 
outbreaks caused by bacteria or 
parasites.

“Airborne contaminants, 
while not necessarily containing 
pathogens, should be prevented 
from contacting food,” he said in 
an email. “It is generally easier 
to control the processing envi-
ronment indoors than outdoors.”

Following the inspection, Ma-
ple Ridge was granted a 90-day 
conditional retail food license to 
continue operations through the 
end of November, which would 
get them through the season. 
The conditional license notes 
they must meet with DATCP 
officials to discuss how they 
intend to meet license require-
ments. A meeting is planned for 
next month.

Smith argued inspectors have 
misinterpreted the statute and 
the press shouldn’t fall under 
the same requirements as the 
orchard’s kitchen, as the two are 
more than 100 feet apart.

‘We just want to pick, 
pack and sell our fruit’

PETER THOMSON PHOTOS, LA CROSSE TRIBUNE 

Domingo Rodriguez, who owns Maple Ridge Farm in rural Cashton with his wife Lisa, uses a hydropress in an open air shelter to make apple cider. 
While Rodriguez has operated the press outside for years, state officials have said the press needs to be enclosed to meet state regulations.

Support 
in midst 
of meth 
crisis 

Orchard owners contest 

cider regulations after 

years of exemption

Cider is bottled in gallon and half gallon containers and refrigerated at 
Maple Ridge Orchard in rural Cashton. Co-owner Lisa Rodriguez said 
the orchard sells between 50 and 100 gallons of cider in a weekend.

Proposed sober house 

in Prairie du Chien to 

assist in recovery 

Sanding

Zibrowski

HOW TO HELP

Inquiries about For Pete’s 
Sake can be directed to Kari 
Sanding at 734-790-8809. 
Donations can be sent to Com-
munity Development Alterna-
tives Inc., memo “For Pete’s 
Sake,” 315 E. Cedar St., Prairie 
du Chien, WI 53821.

Please see SOBER HOUSE, Page A2

Please see REGULATIONS, Page A3

The Board Store
Home Improvements

524 Copeland Ave. | La Crosse, WI 54603

608.782.8877

Licensed in

Wisconsin #1612

& Minnesota #BC039847

Hours:

Monday - Friday 8-6

Saturday 8-4

Sunday Closed

www.theboardstoreonline.com

Hey Hey It’s Miles’ Birthday!
AndAnniversary

Exterior Makeover Outdoor Living

10%OFF
January Install

15%OFF
February Install

Discount good Oct 16-Nov 16
Our crews have worked all winter for 30 years. You must

be willing to accept installation when we call.

$250 OFF
Coupon for visiting our Showrooms before

your Outdoor Living appointment

• All Season Rooms
• 3 Season Rooms
• Screen Rooms

• Patio Covers
• Pergolas

• Seamless Steel
Siding

• Vinyl Siding

• Shakes or Stone
• Soffit | Fascia | Trim

Discount good
Oct 16-Nov 16

Our crews have worked
all winter for 30 years. You
must be willing to accept
installation when we call.

We’re wearing pink and
donating to Steppin’ Out in
Pink all month long!!

October is
Breast Cancer
Awareness Month


