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OLIVIA HERKEN

La Crosse Tribune 

The La Crosse County Health 
Department confi rmed 47 new 
cases of COVID-19 from during 
the weekend and Monday.

The department did not give 
daily updates during the week-
end, but on Monday reported 
that 19 new cases were con-
fi rmed on Saturday, 16 new cases 
on Sunday, and 12 on Monday, 
bringing the new total to 428.

Currently, two individuals are 
hospitalized with the virus in the 
county, and there remains no vi-
rus-related deaths.

JOURDAN VIAN

La Crosse Tribune 

La Crosse Mayor Tim Kabat 
said Monday the city is doing 
everything within its authority 
to combat the coronavirus and he 
has asked the county to consider 
mandating face masks or create a 
local safer-at-home order. 

“We are all very concerned 
about the recent uptick in case 
numbers and seeing the spread of 
the virus throughout La Crosse 
County. I want the public to 
know that we are doing every-
thing within the city’s ability 
and authority to try to slow the 
spread of COVID-19,” Kabat said.

The city of La Crosse has as 
many staff  members as possible 
working from home and required 
all staff  members to wear a face 

covering while in public while on 
duty.

While Kabat has fi elded re-
quests to mandate wearing 
face masks in public or create 
a city-specifi c safer-at-home 
order, he said the authority for 
that rests with local health de-
partments.

“I believe there is local author-
ity through the health statutes, 
and that rests with La Crosse 
County,” Kabat said. “In the 
meantime, we all are encourag-
ing our residents to do the right 
thing by limiting travel, by social 
distancing, wearing masks, prac-
ticing good hygiene and avoiding 
groups of people outside of your 
household.”

Kabat said he met with county 
offi  cials and asked them to con-
sider a mandate, but noted that 
other counties, including Dane 
and Racine counties, which cre-
ated local safer-at-home orders, 
have faced legal challenges.

La Crosse County Health Di-
rector Jen Rombalski said Mon-

day any widespread order on 
masks would be “essentially 
unenforceable.”

“Anything that would be broad 
and global across the whole 
county is not something that we 
believe we have the authority to 
do. At the health offi  cer level, at 
the county board level, at the city 
level, at any level,” she said.

However, she agreed with Ka-
bat that the community needs to 
be following public health guide-
lines.

“I think at this point, we’re 
getting beyond simple encour-
agement and we need to start 
asserting more direct action to 
help each other, to protect each 

other,” Kabat said.
Kabat praised the work of the 

La Crosse County Health De-
partment as it works to keep 
people informed and combat 
misinformation.

“We continue working closely 
with the La Crosse County 
Health Department and utilize 
their county Compass to help 
guide us,” Kabat said.

The mayor called on business 
owners to exert their authority 
to protect the public health, and 
asked Downtown Mainstreet and 
the Greater La Crosse Area Cham-
ber of Commerce to do the same.

Time to be more assertive?
47 new cases 

of COVID-19 

over weekend
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The Minnesota man accused in 
the fatal shooting of a La Crosse 
bouncer will remain in the La 
Crosse County Jail on a $1 million 
cash bond. 

Timothy N. Young, 31, Spring 
Grove, Minn., was charged with 
fi rst-degree intentional homicide 
Monday in La Crosse County Cir-
cuit Court.

Young was arrested Saturday 
after police say he shot Anthony 
G. Fimple, 19, in the head, while 
Fimple was working as a bouncer 

at the La Crosse 
Bierhaus, formerly 
known as the 
Twisted Moose. 
Fimple died at 
8:40 p.m. Satur-
day as a result of 
his injury. 

Prosecutor Em-
ily Ruud asked for 

the high cash bond, noting that 
Young faces a mandatory life sen-
tence if convicted and the state’s 
case against him is very strong.

“There are several eye wit-
nesses who identify Mr. Young as 

the shooter in this case, as well as 
surveillance video of the crime in 
which the defendant can clearly be 
identifi ed,” Ruud said.

According to the criminal com-
plaint, a bartender recognized 
Young when he returned to the 
bar at just after midnight Satur-
day. Young had been at the bar at 
around 9:37 p.m. Friday, then left. 
The bartender gave police a copy 
of Young’s credit card receipt.

The bartender told police Fimple 
refused to allow Young back in the 
bar at about 12:30 a.m. Saturday, 
then Young left and returned 10 

minutes later and the bartender 
heard the shot, according to the 
complaint.

Surveillance video shows Young 
pull up in a black Dodge sedan, get 
out of the car, leaving the driver’s 
door open, remove a pistol from 
the trunk, then fi re one shot at 
Fimple, according to the com-
plaint. He then exited the bar, got 
into his vehicle and drove south on 
Third Street.

The manager of the bar recog-
nized Young from the video, say-
ing he was “weird” and had been 
to the bar several times in the past 

several weeks causing trouble. At 
one point, Young was kicked out 
of the bar for spitting on someone 
and claiming to have COVID-19, 
according to the complaint.

Young was arrested at about 
1 a.m. by an Onalaska police of-
fi cer. According to the report, he 

$1M bond for murder suspect
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Elliot Williams, 5, rides tandem with his father Tom Williams as the two bike back from the library on Cass Street on Monday. Tuesday’s forecast 
from the National Weather Service calls for party sunny skies, a chance of rain in the afternoon and a high temperature of 89 degrees in La 
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“I think at this point, we’re gettingz

 beyond simple encouragement and 

we need to start asserting more 

direct action to help each other, to 

protect each other.”

Tim Kabat, mayor of La Crosse
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The 60th annual La Crosse 
Oktoberfest celebration has 
been canceled for 2020 due to 
COVID-19, offi  cials announced 
Monday night.

The event, which was sched-
uled this year for Sept. 24-27, typ-
ically brings in tens of thousands 
of guests to downtown La Crosse 
to celebrate, and offi  cials said it 
was a diffi  cult and disappointing 
decision to cancel.

“It has become clear that we 
would not be able to host an Ok-
toberfest celebration this year in 
accordance with published guide-
lines,” offi  cials said in a statement.

The fest offi  cials said they 
were in discussion with local 
leaders and that they carefully 
reviewed the La Crosse County 
Health Department’s COVID 
Compass, which indicates that 
the area is at a severe risk for 
spread of the virus.

The next Oktoberfest is now 
scheduled for Sept. 30-Oct. 3, 
2021, where fest-goers can cele-
brate its 60th year.

“La Crosse Festivals will now 
turn our focus to fi nding other 
ways to spread Gemutlichkeit and 
provide support to our commu-
nity through these diffi  cult times,” 
offi  cials wrote.

Oktoberfest 

celebrations 

cancelled 
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