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MITCHELL SCHMIDT

Wisconsin State Journal 

 As the Wisconsin State Patrol 
begins the process of selecting 
it 66th recruit class Monday, it 
have an increased focus on en-
hancing diversity of the force, 
where about nine out of every 
10 officers is a white male.

Of the State Patrol’s nearly 500 
sworn officers 
— including ca-
dets in the most 
recent recruit 
class — 89% are 
white, 2.6% are 
black and nearly 
92% are male, 
according to 
data provided 
by the Wisconsin Department 
of Transportation. Wisconsin’s 
population is 86% white, 6.4% 
black, and half female.

According to 2015 U.S. De-
partment of Justice data, racial 
or ethnic minorities accounted 
for 27% of local police officers 
in 2013. African American offi-
cers made up about 12% of local 
police officers in 2013, or about 

BARB ICKES

Quad-City Times 

 DAVENPORT, Iowa — Cur-
rent and former workers on the 
new Interstate 74 bridge say the 
primary contractor intention-
ally kept bridge construction off 

schedule over the summer in a 
clash with the state over funding.

As of Thursday, the Iowa DOT 
was acknowledging for the first 
time that construction is likely 
to lag about a year behind sched-
ule. The westbound span was 
to be finished this season. Bad 
weather and other delays pushed 
the schedule to the middle of 
next year. But that target may be 
missed too.

“We are pleased with recent 
momentum of setting the lat-
est segments of the arch, how-

ever, there is still a lot of work 
to be done, and it is more likely 
that the completion of the Io-
wa-bound bridge will be in the 
second half of 2020,” Danielle 
Alvarez said Thursday. She is 
the Iowa DOT’s project manager 
for the I-74. “The completion 
schedule is dependent on the 
arch. Our priority is construct-
ing a safe, sound structure and 
we are proactively taking steps to 
mitigate delays and complete the 
Iowa-bound bridge as quickly as 
possible.”

Lunda Construction, based in 
Black River Falls, Wisconsin, is 
building the bridge. Of the esti-
mated $1.2 billion in total costs 
for the span, ramps and related 
roadways, Lunda’s original con-
tract with the Iowa Department 
of Transportation was about 
$322 million.

In the spring, the DOT allo-
cated about $16 million more 
to pay for more workers, among 
other things, to make up for lost 

Contractor delaying bridge?
TODD MIZENER, QUAD-CITY TIMES 

The old Interstate 74 bridge serves as a backdrop for the Iowa portion of the new Interstate 74 bridge arch on Tuesday.
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La Crosse Tribune  

 Fifteen years ago to the day, the 
La Crosse YMCA took a pivotal 
step in addressing the mental, 
physical and social health needs 
of area high schoolers, offering 
a free, welcoming and nonjudg-
mental environment for every-
thing from problem solving to 
playing board games.

Since Nov. 4, 2004, the Com-
munity Teen Center, located be-
hind the Dahl Family YMCA, has 

served 8th through 12th graders 
of all backgrounds, affiliations 
and interests, with a communal 
priority of fostering self esteem, 
drive and compassion for others.

On Saturday afternoon, teens, 
staff and community members 
celebrated the facility’s land-
mark 15th anniversary, expressing 
thanks and enthusiasm for what 
for some is a safe haven in their 
otherwise stressful lives before 
partaking in art, mindfulness ex-
ercises and music.

The colorful, comfortable and 
well-stocked facility, says Lisa 
Luckey, YMCA teen and youth 
services director, was made pos-
sible by the generosity and col-
laboration of community mem-

bers, and former Teen Center 
frequenter Bryce Dorff says even 
more important than the physical 
structure is the inclusive atmo-
sphere and poignant relationships 
formed. 

“This is really a safe place to 
dream big,” says Dorff, now a 
case worker at St. Clare Health 
Mission.

While many programs or hang-
outs catered to teens offer recre-
ational activities, creative outlets 
and a chance to catch up with 
friends, the Teen Center incor-
porates life skills and overall well-
ness into the mix, using a model 
based on strengths, resilience, 
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YMCA mental health director Sarah Johnson, left, smiles while YMCA teen 
and youth services director Lisa Luckey, right, greets a visitor at the YMCA 
Teen Center 15th anniversary celebration.
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Veterans Day, Monday, November 11
8 to 10 a.m. Breakfast served l 8:45 a.m. Program l UW-L Mitchell Hall Gymnasium l Free parking

Veterans: Please join us for our 9th Annual Veterans Day Breakfast in La Crosse
sponsored by Freedom Honor Flight and UW-La Crosse Athletics

ALL VETERANS BREAKFAST
VETERANS & SPOUSES WELCOME

FREE EVENT

freedomhonorflight.org

Find us on Facebook

A properly executed installation is effective regardless of when it takes place.
So, don’t worry—our properly trained installation teams will take care of you

all the way through the install—Their jobs depend on it!!
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