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BRIAN SLODYSKO AND JILL COLVIN 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump is making a late 
reelection pitch to voters Satur-
day in Michigan and Wisconsin, 
states in the Upper Midwest that 
were instrumental to his 2016 
victory but may now be slipping 
from his grasp.

He’s facing headwinds not 
only in national polling, which 
shows Democrat Joe Biden lead-
ing, but also in battleground sur-
veys.

The Trump campaign has 
largely retreated from the TV ad-
vertising in the Midwest, shift-
ing much of its money to Sun 
Belt states such as Florida, North 
Carolina, Arizona and Georgia, 
as well as Pennsylvania.

Trump scheduled events Sat-
urday in Muskegon, Michigan, 
and Janesville, Wisconsin, and 
stops Sunday in Nevada and 

Monday in Arizona as the Nov. 
3 election nears.

The president continues to be 
dogged by his handling of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Wisconsin broke the record for 
new positive coronavirus cases 
on Friday — the third time that’s 
happened in a week. The state 
also hit record highs for daily 
deaths and hospitalizations this 
past week.

Biden had no public events 
planned for Saturday. But in a 
memo to supporters, campaign 
manager Jen O’Malley Dillon 

warned about becoming com-
placent.

“The reality is that this race is 
far closer than some of the pun-
ditry we’re seeing on Twitter and 
on TV would suggest,” she wrote 
in the memo, a copy of which 
was obtained by The Associated 
Press. “If we learned anything 
from 2016, it’s that we cannot 
underestimate Donald Trump or 
his ability to claw his way back 
into contention in the fi nal days 
of a campaign, through whatever 
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As COVID-19 cases increase 
across the country, physicians 
and scientists are hard at work 
researching potential treatments 
for the virus, which has infected 
around 7.84 million U.S. resi-
dents and proven fatal for some 
215,000. Worldwide, those num-
bers increase to 
38 million and 
1.08 million, re-
spectively.  

Dr. Raymund 
Razonable, in-
fectious disease 
specialist and 
Mayo Clinic’s 
principal inves-
tigator on a clinical trial involv-
ing Regeneron’s antibody study, 
broke down some of the treat-
ments and therapeutics being 
tested during a Zoom confer-
ence, sharing what specialists 
have learned about the effi  cacy 
and potential of each. Patients, 
he says, must consent before 
receiving any coronavirus drug 
treatment.

Remdesivir 
Remdesivir, which is also 

known by the brand name 
Veklury, was one of the drugs 
given to President Donald Trump 
following his coronavirus diag-
nosis in early October. Not cur-
rently FDA approved, the drug 
is only given under emergency 
authorization. 

The intravenous drug works by 
halting replication of the virus 
and therefore viral progression 
in patients, Razonable says. Once 
reserved only for patients requir-
ing ventilation, it is now part of 
a standard of care for patients 
sick enough to be hospitalized 
for COVID-19.

A study published Oct. 8 in 
the New England Journal of 
Medicine showed that, in a trial 
of 1,062 patients, 541 of whom 
received remdesivir and 521 of 
whom were given a placebo, 
those who received the drug 
had a median recovery time of 
10 days versus 15 days for those 
who received the placebo. How-
ever, Razonable says, the drug 
has shown to have no signifi cant 
impact on mortality. 

Dexamethasone 
A steroid generally used to 

treat asthma, rheumatoid ar-
thritis and some cancers, dexa-
methasone, also used on Trump 
following coronavirus related 
drops in blood oxygen levels, is 
used on hospitalized coronavi-
rus patients requiring oxygen or 
ventilation.

A study published in July in the 
New England Journal of Med-
icine looked at 2,104 patients 
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SPARTA — Sparta Police De-
partment chaplain Jeff  Skinner 
recalled viewing the charred 
remains of a Minneapolis po-
lice building in the aftermath 
of George Floyd’s death while in 
police custody.

“One of the things I saw was 
how discouraged (police) were,” 
Skinner said “Everyone had 
turned their backs on them. 
Their law enforcement adminis-
tration had forgotten them … the 
community had turned against 
them. It was a lonely, lonely place 
to be.”

Skinner spoke to a rally of 
roughly 100 people gathered for 
a “Back the Badge” rally Satur-
day organized by the Republican 
Party of Monroe County. The 
rally began at Recreation Park in 
Tomah, where vehicles adorned 

with American fl ags and fl ags 
endorsing President Donald 
Trump formed a caravan for the 
17-mile trip to downtown Sparta.

Speakers delivered strong sup-
port for law enforcement and led 
chants of “back the badge.”

Skinner told the crowd that 

police offi  cers across the country 
are “facing a lot of criticism they 
don’t deserve.”

“They’re moms and dads, 
they’re husbands and wives, 
and they’re just like you,” he said. 
“We cannot let them down. We 
must support them.”

Monroe County District At-
torney Kevin Croninger said 
police offi  cers are critical to pro-
tecting the constitutional rights 
of citizens.

“If we defund the police, we 
lose the people who are standing 
up for our constitutional rights 
on a daily basis,” Croninger 
said. “People don’t understand 
the value of law enforcement in 
protecting our rights.”

Croninger didn’t mention any 
candidates in the Nov. 3 election 
by name but said “when making 
choices at the ballot box in a few 
weeks, think about who is going 
to help support law enforcement, 
who is going to support the men 
and women in uniform and who 
isn’t, and vote accordingly.”

Rally aims to lift up police: 
‘We cannot let them down’ 
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The Republican Party of Monroe County held a “Back the Badge” rally Saturday. The event started with a caravan that left from Recreation Park 
in Tomah and headed north on Butts Avenue, ending in downtown Sparta.

Promising 
drugs and 
debunked 
therapies

Trump campaign facing headwinds in the Midwest
Pandemic criticism 
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repeat of 2016 victory

Mayo infectious disease 

specialist breaks down 

COVID-19 treatments

Razonable
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GOP holds ‘Back 

the Badge’ event 

Sparta Police Chief Emilee Nottestad addresses Saturday’s Back the 
Badge rally in front of the Sparta Police Station.
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